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RACE WEEK IN

1888
MEMORIES OF THE PAST

BY AN OLD
GALWEGIAN.

The days when tho cobbled streets of
Galway re-echoed to the sound of clog-
shod feet were recalled by Mr, John
Grifin, master baker, Cross-street, Gal-
way, often referred to as * the grand old

man of Galway-"" when interviewed by a
“Connacht Tribune’’  reporter at lis
nome on Afonday. Mr. Griffin, who has
reached the ripe old age of 83, had many
interesting stories to tell of énlway “ i
the good old days.” _

He amazed his interviewer by stating
that he remembered a time when, besides
a clog factory in whielt 300 men were cn-
ployed, the following industries flourished
m Galway : Jifteen flour mills, four oaten
meal mills, four Indian meal mills; two
distilleries, four brush factories; fonr
foundries, fifteen farriers, twelve nailers
(only one of which now remains at
O'Brien's Bridge), twelve coopers, -two
hatters, ono tannery, four coach factories,
one paper mill, one tuck mill, one iodine
Factory, one silversmith, omne copper-
smith, four candle factories, four tobacco:
factories, and threo soap factories. |

The working hours in thoso -factories
were Jong, ho said—as long as sixteen
hours a day. The rate of pay was bes
tween 7s. and 8s. per week. ‘' Imagine,”
ho continued, ¢ asking tho boys and girls
of to-day to work that long for such small
pay! Tho highest paid maw in any factory
known that time as a ‘walking ganger’
(a foreman or supervisor) was paid £1
per weck. Tho workers got ne annual
holidays. The only Tres days they got in
the year were tho Church holydays.”

Asked if the workers were contented,
Mr, Griffin replied that alter tho terrible
experience they had in 1847—the year of
tho famine—~they were * pleased with
anything.”’

St. Patrick's Day, he said, was looked
forward to more than any other holiday,
beeanse that was, in reality, * workers’
day.”  On St. Patrick’s Day a big pro-
cession was held through the town. The
procession  used to start from * The
Green” (liyre Square), go through the
main  sirects and retnrn to  ‘* Thoe
Green " via University-road. The pro-
cession was headed hy St. Patriek’s Brass
and Reed Band and included all the
workers in various sections.  That night
“Phe Big Ball” was held in Black’s Hall,
where ihe Royal Iotel now stands, and
was usually attended by over a thonsand
people. At the ball was seen the most
representative and distinguished gather-
ing of the yvear The ball was very well
conducted, and 1t was & grand thing o
see the good manners of the young and
old people at those dances. There was
never any rowdyism or unseemly conduct
that one hears so much about in connce-
tion with present-day dances, ‘¢ Qf
course,”” ‘added WNMr. Griffin, “all tho
voung ladies in those days were chaper-
oned.”.

En Fete.

Asked about Race Week, Mr. Griffin

snid that it was ““ the only week ” in
Galway fifty years ago. There was little
or no work done that week. ‘“ As a mat-
ter of fact.” he said, *“ the whole town
used to be en féte that week.,” It was
wonderful "to sco the jollity and pood
huhvour ‘which prevailed everywhere, Gal-
way was ‘‘one big hapny famly,”’ and
thonsands used to ponr into the Capital
of the West fram all parts of England
and Ireland on picturesquo coaches, side-
cars and wagonettes, ‘T remember the
Race Week of 1888 as though it were last
vear,” he added. ““That was the year
that the Galway Races reached their
peak-point. Galway never eatered for a
larger erowd than it did that weelk.”” Tt
was not, he “said, a two-day aflair in
those days. The jollity lasted all through
the week and money was spent freely. it
was a wonderful week for the hotels and
hoarding-houses. The coach-builders, too,
used to do tremendous business that weel,
and despite the fact that there were
fiftcen smiths in the town at that time,
all used to Lo kept busy.
- Mr. Grifin rcealled that it was shortly
after that peak year in Galway that the
first Englissl and forcign fishing trawlers
were sighted in the ““roads,” and a
“war’ whi¢h lasted for some timo was
begun hetween the Claddagh fishermen,
led by their Wing, and the crews of these
trawlers. “ There was terrible enmity be-
tween them,” he added, ““ and no wonder,
heeause they were taking away the live.
lihood of the poor, hard-working Claddagh
fishermen. T saw a number of hattles be-
tween  them, in wineh pitebforks wero
actually used. Eventually, England found
il necessary to send over two men-of-war
to protect her fishing fleet from the cm-
bittered Uladdagh men.

““ On The Roads.”’

Mr. Griflin added that as a boy at that
time he saw as many as forty fishing
trawlers “ on the roads ” on ono ocea-
sion, ‘Tho port of Galway was a busy ono
at that time and was used by ships from
all pavts ‘of the world, whieh Lrought in
all sorts of cargoes and went away with
exports of every factory in Galway. The
cwindjammers from  South America were
mdoubtedly the most picturesque of the
boats to visit Galway port. Nobody
thought in those days "that magnificent
andd Juxurions liners would take their
place in ecighty years’ time. Canada sent
a lot of wheat to Galway, and most of
the timber cawe in Norwegian vessels,
They  brought away, in return. oats,
barley, kelp, clogs and iodine. Trading
was carried on, on a large seale on the
viver Corrib in those days and as many
as forty boats wsed to travel between
Galway and Cong cvery day.

Asked abont anmmsemenis in the old
days, Mr. Griflin said that the men spent
most or all of their sparo time in one
or other of the three clubs in Galway,
The clubs were; The Mechanies  (which
still remaing) : the Royal Tustitute (now
the Galway Chamber of Commeree), and
the County Club, at Fyre Square. 7The
men whiled away tho timie in those clubs
playing billiavds, dominoes, eards and
chess. ‘There was no  amusement pro-
vided for the women-follk during the day-
Lime, and they apent most of the time
walking. The JTavourite walks were along’
the Pierhead, the railway-line, and the
Dyke, There  was  daneing  every  night,
there heing four dance halls in all. These
were sitnated at Wood Quay, Shantallow,
Willinm-street  West, and  College-road.
Dancing -was carried on from 8 p.m. to
10.30 pon , and  the price of admission
was 2d. These dances wero well attended,
and competitions were held once or
twice every year. The most popular out-
door sport in those days was cricket.
Gaclic football was also played a lot.
Onco or twice every year a  theatrical
compnny under ithe late Nr. Cooke
usedd to  visit - Black’s Hall (Royal
Hotel) and thero perform tho variouns old
Trish playvs, the most popular of which
was the * Colleen Bin.”

“ Yes,” concluded Mr. Griffin, “Galway
has certainly changed in many ways, hut
the friendhness of her citizens—that
{riendliness which makes strangers feel at
home—is still the same as it was in the
‘ good old days.”

Black Abbey Dairy, Adare. On break.
fast table 24 hours after being mado.‘-
J Lenihan, Eyre Square, Galway,



