
 

Skehana & District Heritage Group, 
Skehana, Menlough, 

Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.  
 

Ph: (085) 2187544, email: skehanaheritage@gmail.com. 

 

August 2021. 

Dear Friend, 

We take this opportunity to introduce you to our Heritage Challenge for Heritage Week 2021 and 

we would be doubly delighted if you can join us for the event. We in the Skehana & District 

Heritage Group have always embraced the national Heritage Week celebration and we are very 

active again this year. In addition to this event we are also launching a project where we will be 

distributing postcards depicting the Skehana & District area to every household and launching an 

e-book displaying hundreds of old images of this area and it’s people that have been so generously 

donated to us. So a great week is in prospect once again! 

Now back to this heritage challenge. We have compiled what we hope is an informative and 

challenging experience for individuals or groups, travelling in your own car and completing in a 

time that is best suited to you. This will take you on a tour of Skehana & District while visiting 

heritage, and other, locations that will provide clues which you will seek to find and enter on your 

answer sheets. We aim to provide humourous yet challenging tasks and all of which are 

reasonable, achievable and suitable for all age groups, including the very young. If there are 

younger members in your group we encourage that they are given opportunities to be active 

participants. Along the way you will find snippets of information about many of the locations just 

to make it more interesting as we take you to places where you may not have been, or seen, 

before. 

Included in this package are some rules and guidelines which we would ask you to read carefully 

before you set out on your journey in addition to instructions for returning your completed 

submissions. 

So we wish you the very best of luck and please exercise due care at all times while continually 

being conscious of adhering to our rules of the road and COVID-19 guidelines that are currently in 

operation. 

Thank you and good luck. 

 

Skehana & District Heritage Group. 

  



Heritage Week Challenge - 2021 

Instruction Sheet. 

 This challenge is open to you from Sat. Aug. 14th and will close on Sun. Aug. 22nd 2021. You can do 

this by car, bicycle, walking or whatever mode is best suited to you and at a time of your choosing. 

 Your challenge commences in the car park of Skehana Community Centre – Eircode H53 A7N9 

 You will find instructions immediately before each clue and these will give you guidance. It is our 

intention to ensure that you can navigate the trail from start to finish without getting lost! 

 Clues are made up of straight questions or perhaps more cryptic, sometimes humourous (we 

hope!) challenges. Simply write down your answer and proceed to the next instruction. If you are 

having difficulty perhaps move on and come back to this at another time. In total we have 30 clues 

for you to solve while taking in the beauty of our local countryside. 

 The clues will take you to many heritage locations in the general Skehana & District area. Please 

take care at all times not to cause any accidental damage to private or public property. Most clues 

are designed to be easily accessed from the roadside and many can be solved from inside your car. 

 Please adhere to standard road and traffic guidelines and ensure that your entire company is 

aware of this. PLEASE PLEASE BE CAREFUL – WE WANT YOU BACK SAFE AND SOUND. This 

voluntary challenge is undertaken entirely at your own risk. 

 Please check over all of your answers carefully and when you are satisfied with the final product 

return your answer sheets in a sealed envelope to the letterbox at our Treasurer, Gerry Costello’s 

house in Skehana. Eircode  H53 EH01 

 We ask you to place the €10 entry fee in an envelope. This is to cover 

our expenses in addition to the cost of prizes. Any surplus will be put 

towards local heritage projects and improvements. 

 We will be offering prizes to the leading participants. In the event of participants having equal 

scores we will conduct an audited draw to select the winner(s). The Skehana & District Heritage 

Group’s adjudication committee decisions are final on all matters. 

 If you require any further assistance (except asking for answers!) please call or text us on (085) 

2187544. While we have taken considerable care to do this right we don’t always get it right! 

 So good luck and we hope you have an enjoyable and informative run around of our area. 

 

Skehana & District Heritage Group – August 2021. 

  



Heritage Week Challenge - 2021 
Skehana & District Heritage Group, 

Skehana, Menlough,  
    Ballinasloe, Co. Galway 

 

Participant(s) Name(s):             

 

              
  

Address:              
 

Email Address:        ____    Contact No.         
 

Instruction:  To commence our Heritage Week challenge go to Skehana Community Centre car park.  

Eircode H53 A7N9 
 

Clue 1: 
 

This building, now a centre,   Two years carved upon it, 

Was one time a school,   Over one hundred apart, 

It made sure all us children,   If you find these two years, 

Would not grow up a fool.   You will have a bright start. 
 

Your Answers:                     1.___________                     2. ___________ 
 

Instruction:  Leave the car park carefully, turn left, stop at the major junction ahead and turn right. Stop and 

park near the castle on the left and nearby is a clue.   
 

(History Lesson: Did you know that Garbally Castle was a 15th century tower house of the O’Kelly clan? It 

was built in 1499 by Malachy O’Kelly, later demolished by the troops of Oliver Cromwell and never repaired 

after that. Initially the castle was destroyed by MacWilliam De Burgo in 1504, however Samuel Lewis 1832 

notes that it was “partially destroyed by Cromwell” along with the nearby castle of Clooncureen in the 17th 

century. The Kelly Clan was well known at the time for their skill in building strongholds. What we see today 

is a mostly ruined castle with its interiors exposed. It’s a three-storey tower about square in plan. The 

southwest side is the most damaged and shows thick side walls with mural passages and a vaulted ceiling 

on the first floor. In the southeast wall there’s a pointed arch doorway which is defended by a gun loop in 

the south jamb and by a murder-hole. The top of the northeast and southeast walls still have the corbels for 

the machicolations. The northeast wall has some windows, three of which are slits.)  
  

Clue 2: “Why did a local family take refuge here in 1850? 
 

Your Answer:                 __________________________________________________ 
 

  



Instruction:  Now take a short walk to the T-junction ahead, please exercise due care with passing traffic. 
 

Clue 3:  Close to you ... 
 

“Eight black & four white,  Only eight have a number, 

Will show you the way,  When totalled you’ll see 

They’re here to assist you,  They tot up to ninety, 

By night and by day.   What are they, tell me?” 
  
Your Answer:                 Ninety what? __________________________  
 

Instruction:  Walk back to your car near the castle and continue straight ahead on your forward journey 

over the recently repaired humpy and bumpy water crossing. (The Gaelic name of this is Drehidaunabale. 

This translates, loosely, as ‘The place of the bridge’) Please remember this name you will need it again soon. 

Take the L2220 immediately. Drive to the STOP sign and please do as it says and be careful. Veer to the right 

to that most final of resting places. No need to go inside this sacred place for your answer. 
 

Clue 4:  

“Is five, five, six, six, very much better? 

‘Coz five, five, six, five has no cap with a letter.  
 

What CAPITAL letter did you find? 

 

Your Answer:                  ______ 
 

Instruction: Well, well, well, you are doing just great! Now proceed ahead and observe carefully. This clue 

can be solved from your car. 
 

Clue 5: While you could make a LARGE BOAT from me, I would really be too small for it to sail in me! 
 

Your Answer:        What do they call me?    _________________            ________________ 
 

Instruction: Proceed ahead and turn right at the next T-junction and then about twenty metres before the 

main road, look to your right close to a dwellinghouse. Solve this from your car also. 
 

Clue 6:   

My name has two words, My second is shorter, 

Tell me them if you would, Though not by a lot, 

My first could assist you, Would you die to get into it? 

When splitting the wood. I sincerely hope not. 
  

(History lesson: “This very rare and protected structure is constructed using three facade and one roofing 

stone.  Archaeologists believe that this was built between, before and during the Bronze Age from 4,000 to 

2,300 years ago. Researchers have also discovered that ritual practices took place at various times of the 

year, with many of the monuments carefully positioned by their builders to take into consideration the 

surrounding landscape as well as the sunrise, sunset, lunar position and the location of rivers and springs 

deemed sacred by the people of that time. Today these surviving outstanding monuments leave us a legacy 

we can be very proud of and a history and heritage we must continue to treasure and preserve). 
 

Your Answer (in two words):                        ________________________________________ 

  



Instruction: Now proceed to the main road with a bridge to your left. You must turn right with great care. 

Proceed to Drehidaunabale.  
 

Now don’t get into a fix, 

Just take the El too too Oh Sicks. 
 

Clue 7: “The Ó Mainnín clan originally dwelt to the west and south of the Killaclogher-Abbert river, in the 

parishes of Athenry and Monivea and also in parts of three other parishes that lie to the east of the Clare 

river. What were these three other part parishes? 
 

Your Answers:  1. ______________________ 2. ______________________3. _______________________ 
 

Instruction: Proceed ahead to the T-junction, stop, be careful and now turn right.  
 

Clue 8:  Two rusty X’s betwixt three verticals I found, 

 But how many horizontals can you count from the ground? 
 

Your Answer:              ____ 
 

Instruction: Proceed ahead to the T-junction, stop and then turn right. On your right enter this place of 

worship over the grid. All clues are outside of the building. 
 

(History lesson: “Did you know that Skehana Church was built in 1861 by the Fitzgerald-Kenney family who 

were the local landlords during the 19th century? When it was built the main doorway was at the rear of the 

church where a window was installed some years ago adjacent to where the gallery stairs is now located. 

The floor was of soil and clay with just two seats to the front which were reserved for the Fitzgerald-Kenney 

family. It is thought these seats are now placed at the rear of the gallery. While facing the altar there is an 

alcove to the left, immediately opposite the sacristy door, and this was originally a doorway for the use of 

the Fitzgerald-Kenney family to enter and leave the church.  A special tomb was constructed for the family, 

immediately outside that original door opening, and this was accessible via a set of stairs with its entrance 

located at the altar where the lectern now stands. The raised section of this cast-iron railed tomb was 

removed in the mid 1960s, apparently for safety and aesthetic reasons, but the area remains identified with 

stone slabs.”)  So now back to the business at hand! 

 

Clue 9:  Many can be here in a disorderly manner but only 56 (including the reserves) could be in these in an 

orderly manner. (The Galway Races are over but if you SPEAK SCRAP RACING it might help?). I don’t know 

what you are thinking about but do you know what we are thinking about? 

 

Your Answer:           In what?     ________       _________________________     ______________ 
 

Clue 10:  What famous quote from Paul Ricoeur can you find in this area? 

 

Your Answer in 7 words please:       _____________________________________________________ 
 

Instruction: Now leave this Holy space, turn left over the grid and proceed ahead for a distance for your 

next clue. No need to leave your car for this one either. 
 

Clue 11:  How many stones form the arch over the Gaelic remembrance ....... 

‘Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamnacha uile’? 
 

Your Answer:       _____________ 



Instruction: Onwards and up the hill to the Greene area that has no green area at all except for the paint! 
 

Clue 12:   Three here side by side,   Two have the same height, 

And trying to get sales,   While one is quite small, 

They’re promoting their goods,  But I am sure that their animals, 

For females and males.   Will grow just as tall. 
 

Who has been at this game for about 113 years? 
 

Your Answer:                 ________________________________________ 
 

Instruction: Proceed onwards and observe.  
 

Clue 13:     is nimble,  

   is quick,  

   jumped up, 

   On this wooden stick! 

 

Nearby if you multiply the two smaller numbers by each other and subtract your answer from the larger 

number you should get 380. Also nearby if you multiply two other smaller numbers by each other and 

subtract the larger number from your answer what do you get? 
 

Your Answer:                 __________ 
 

Instruction: Proceed again and onto the ‘An Currachán’ Heritage Site sign. Across the road (well almost) 

from that sign you might see an arched gateway.  

(History Lesson: This arch was once the entrance doorway to the nearby Mullaghmore Castle, an O’Kelly 

stronghold, and was relocated to this place in the late 1700s by the Blakes when they built the Windfield 

Demesne and Windfield House).  
 

Clue 14:  Look across the road from that arch and we ask you to observe very closely a stone inserted in the 

wall. This marks the year this development took place. What year can you see on that stone?  (Tip: Shake on 

some talcum powder over the date with a cloth or sponge to help you read it. Do NOT use any other method 

please if you are having difficulty in reading it. Thanks) 
 

Your Answer:              _________ 
 

Instruction: Proceed and pass by the next crossroads junction.  
 

Clue 15: 
 

Could we be in Mayo, 

Oh yes we could – as yet there’s no cup! 

But working this handle, 

Once gave locals a sup. 
 

What is this utility? 

 

Your Answer:              __________________________ 

  



Instruction: Proceed to the next crossroad junction.  
 

Clue 16: 

How many balusters form the eight balustrades nearby?                              ”Can I help?” 

Your Answer:              _________ 
 

Instruction: Now turn right at these balusters and proceed straight ahead. After you pass two roads to your 

left in the distance you might observe a Fairy Ring as you negotiate a gentle bend! 
 

“Did you see that fairy ring,    If you see a tiny fay, 

In a field of grass,     Lying fast asleep, 

Very lightly drive around,    Turn your head and drive away, 

And go slow as you pass;    Do not stay or peep; 

Last night fairies frolicked there,   And be sure you never tell, 

And they're sleeping somewhere near.  Or you'll break a fairy spell.” (William Shakespere) 
 

I am too scared to write a clue about this important heritage monument so let’s move on to a former place 

of learning. Evidence suggests donkeys were here recently or perhaps there were always donkeys here. 

(I was once here and I was one of them for sure!). 
  

Clue 17:  
 

Two years once again are carved into stone, These droppings you smell, 

Near droppings left by an ass,    Came from under his tail, 

If you subtract them and you get 46,    But if you can’t get the years, 

The teacher might give you a ‘Pass’.    This test you will ‘Fail’. 
 

Your Answers:              1. ______________     2. ______________ 
 

Instruction: Carry on to the next T-Junction, turn left and drive to the second road to your right. 
 

Clue 18:  Taggart the Dub was a great man of steel, 

His partner’s name is close by to reveal. 

 

What was his partner’s name? 
 

Your Answer:                 ___________________________ 
 

Instruction:  Proceed ahead and you should find this answer on your left.  
 

Clue 19:  
 

An Dreoilín, An Dreoilín, the king of all birds, 

St. Stephen’s Day he was caught in the furze,   

Up with the kettle and down with the pan, 

Will you give us a Euro to bury the wren? 

At Christmas he makes his home in this – what is it?          

 

Your Answer:            ___________________________ 
 



Instruction:  Drive on and observe carefully. 

 

Clue 20:  My eyes are of glass, 

My mouth is of wood, 

My cheeks are of stone, 

I have straw for a hood. 
 

What am I? 
 

Your Answer:                _____________________________ 
 

Instruction: Proceed to the junction,  it’s a staggered crossroads, STOP. 
 

Clue 21:  
 

There's always a ______ in the kitchen, there's always a _____ on the boil, 

There's no fancy _______ or no _____________ , but the one thing this house is a home. 
 

(Tip: Ring Wee Daniel if you get stuck) 
 

What are the 4 missing words:      _____________________               ____________________ 

 

       _____________________               ____________________ 
 

Instruction: Turn right and pass over the stream that once powered Fogarty’s Mill. Drive on and take the 

next right turn and after a distance find the five resting and relaxing assemblies. Now close by we ask ... 
 

Clue 22: “What was the event that took place between 1594 and 1603? 
 

Your Answer:                   ________________________________________ 
 

Instruction: Proceed into Menlough village, park up and get out and have a stretch before the final few 

challenges. Nearby you could solve this ...... 
 

Clue 23:  “rearrange all the capitals, 

 you find in this rhyme, 

oNly adults SHOP here, 

MOST of the time,” 
 

Your Answer:_                               ______________________________ 
 

Instruction:  Next clue is also in this vicinity. 
 

Clue 24:  Not quite ‘Under the Tree at Spar” but not too far away. Commandant Maguire was on active duty 

here some years ago. What was the year and what was his christian name? 
 

Your Answers:_              ____________                            ______________________ 
 

  



Instruction: Proceed now in the direction of Menlough Hall . 
 

Clue 25:  
 

“Find this window and tell us how many small stained glass panes  

can you count on the middle panel only of these three?  
 

Your Answer:                __________ 

 

Instruction: Drive onwards on your west bound journey and observe ... 
 

Clue 26:  
 

Find these black & amber,     Seventeen of twenty four, 

Bumps that number four,    Form half a ring, 

This clue is here nearby,    But how many of these, 

Where fit ones points could score.   Do you reckon can easily swing? 
 

Your Answer:_                               _________ 
 

Instruction: Onwards again in the same direction and observe. 
 

Clue 27: Could this man really be drinking filters and doing harvesting without his combine harvester? 
 

What’s the website address that you find? 
 

Your Answer:_                               ______________________________ 
 

(History Lesson: If you have just parked up in this green area to get this clue, carefully look behind you car 

and you may see a milestone containing a sapers mark and the number 84. In times past if you set out from 

Eyre Square and took a Bianconi carriage to Dublin Castle, via Monivea, Skehana, Menlough, Glentane, 

Castleblakeney, Caltra, Ahascragh, you would pass by 102 carved milestones on the roadside with each 

counting down the distance remaining. These limestone pieces were set into the roadside at Irish Mile 

intervals with great precision and accuracy with each being one Irish Mile, or 2240 yards, which equates to 

2.05 kilometres in today’s measurements. Our statute mile of today measures 1760 yards. On this particular 

Galway to Dublin route, one of many, there were numbers 81 to 86 inclusive in the Skehana-Menlough area 

from Killaclogher Bridge to Glentane Bridge.Thankfully today we still have, in it’s original position, number 

84 closeby, among others, with a Sapers Mark engraved on it also. Once again the use of talcum powder will 

help you see these engravings more clearly.) 
 

Instruction:  Now go forward towards where all of this journey began for you. Turn right at Skehana 

Community Centre and proceed onwards. 
 

Clue 28:   Elves and gnomes and witches and all,   

In Ray’s creation they’re having a ball,   

Foxes and birds and swans galore, 

Teapots and kettles and ploughs and much more, 
 

“If you do this it makes people wonder what you are up to. What is it, the answer you’ll find here?” 
 

Your Answer:_                               ________________ 
 



Instruction:  Drive and proceed to this modern sporting & leisure centre of excellence, enter and park up.  
 

Clue 29: Nine hundred and twenty eight rectangles (190mm X 45mm) and two squares (190mm X 190mm) 

form this most important trio. (“The young lads who made this clue woz never much gud at somes or ritin 

but I hope they kounted these write for me”) 
 

Your Answer:_            What trio had they in mind?    __________________________ 
 

Instruction:  You can leave your car here for the moment and cross the main road. Please, please be careful 

we ask you again. Beware of passing traffic. 
 

Clue 30:  
 

“Seven Up are on the glass,    Now five are quite different, 

T’is many did see them just after Mass,  But two seem the same, 

Some even saw them before Mass as well,  They might have paid double, 

And the priest we know surely got the smell.  What federation can you name? 
 

Your Answer:_                               _____________________________________________________ 
 

Your Final Instruction:  You may now return to your car. This was your 

very last clue and challenge. Mighty stuff and we hope you enjoyed doing 

this as much as we did bringing it to you. No job is complete until the 

paperwork is done. So please check over your answers carefully then put 

them into a sealed envelope accompanied by €10 and drive down the 

road to Gerry and Phyllis Costello’s house and drop it into their letterbox. 

Their Eircode  H53 EH01. 
 

We will be in touch with all participants when we get these corrected during the week and we will 

announce our winning entries. 

Thanks again for taking part and take care. 

 “We aim to examine and explore social, cultural and historical aspects of the local area and 

to facilitate the sharing of this information with the wider community.” 

Skehana & District Heritage Group. – August 2021 

 


