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FOUR «children-played happily on the floor of their caravan home

on the roadside at Brierfield, about ﬁr

on Monday evening. Their mother had gone to a local shop for

oderles, their- father to a farmhous

vEmiles from | Barnaderg,

to get water for the

evening meal. Danger seemed far away as these little children of

theroadspassedﬁreﬁmemthecare y:

Suddenly, ﬂa.mmg death reached out’
these’ innocents and terror paralysed thej
y painted home on wheels into a dea

that |

.agerly for ‘the lives of
m as fire swiftly turned
eath-trap. One six-year-

old boy Jumped clear of the ﬂames his three-year-old sister stood

panic¢ stricken in a ring of fire; a

months-old ‘brother ended therr Jyoung li

that: must have been mercifully

, 'l‘he} two chrldren who per-
ishf .in. that awful hole-

cra‘:g on a quiet country.
| ide. were Myles (5
. years) and James . (20

months), sons" of Edward
.Connors, a.-28-year-old itin-

erant - horse .dealer from -
- the? Gorey district of Co.
: 4Wexford

Wxth his wrfe Ehzabeth and
their. five children, Connors . had|
heen in Co. Galway. only a few days
and ' had  come from’ Mountbellew |
at’ about 4.30 that evening to make
camp for ' the night at Brierfield,; a

few. hnndred yards up the. Momvea |

roadqfrom Scarry’s . erogs. - Two
ather families, Thomas ‘Connors. (a

cousin) and Patrick, Ponoyan, who, dit

five-yearrold boy and his twenty-

ves in a searing horror
brief. ,

‘a Garda patrol car on the way to
Moylough

' When Mr. Kenehan returned with
Garda. chhael Geary, Athenry
squad car' driver, the Connors

~ .

| caravan was completely enveloped

in flames. In a short time it was
2 burnef-out wreck, and under-
'neath were -the charred bodies of
' the two children.

fashion of their kind. .

Sergeﬂnt Ww. T. Harhen and

Gardai from Barnaderg were soon
on the
M.O.,
Fr. Shaﬁsa.han, M.S.C., Moyne Park,
were a called, Connora was
driven t ‘Mountbellew, wher hxs
burns- were dressed by Dr.
Mellotte, His' wife, who was m

very shocked and distressed -con g{
|was . comforted by h

-tr%eged An’ i;h!reg cardvan-convoy, (0 ising ynd friends. :
with horges_and. the; pr e entaev1 ;..an;r “that mght Supt M
:t°° at,thrs, ; 99 ’lhz.Bo.” ..Qp. » ‘.
- .-._oel‘le; g d,«,. wherg he was attended by B
thle h wife went shoppmg ;Farrell i‘I‘he children’s bodres were

with | her . six-year-old . ,daughter
rifget, - Edward .Connors “:stayed}’
 (his * four; ‘other. children” and|,
then left"to. getrwater-at ;& farm-
house A few minutes. later, on his
way-back, he saw.flames:and ‘smoke
rzslng from ‘his_caravan, Droppmg
hig buekets and kettle,: Connors ran
over 170 ‘yards-and leaped mto the
blazing: - cargvan to - snatch . his
daughter Johanna ). from-death'

LA slecond Hme he tried to go.in -

i for the other” two nhlldren, but |
roa.rlng blaze beat him: back
- wml his faco’ and hands. badu
burned - | O
A few mmutes later, as Connors
made frantic efforts:to put out ‘the
blaze, Mr. Patrnck J. Kenehan, of
Gleér Ora, ‘Oaklands, Salthill; Gal-
wag \came on the scene in his ear
after giving what _assistance
he could drove for help, meetmg

Y Sk

also removed to the- hospxtal
mortuar .

‘ When|I spoke to Connors at the
hospxtal on Monday night, his e yes|
filled ‘with' tears in his: swollen’and
burned face as he:told me of his
unsuceessful efforts to rescue his
five-year-old and’ infant sons. He
comes tp Galway every summer or
So, he $aid, to buy donkeys, and
this long Journey from Wexford

''was de during the weeks of
Snow and frost.

. The cgravan lost in the fire would
.| cost. about £200 to replace, .his
| cousin Thomas Connors said, but
they were ‘not. concerned about
that—o1ly the terrible death of the
two inn)cent children.

Connuirs, his" grref-strlclren wxfe

and fan ily, with their friends and -

relatives, left Tuam on Tuesday
evening| . brmgmg the two. tragic

little coffins for burial in their last
restmg lace at Gorey

||

Momven Ploughlﬁg
} Resulfs

The're wexe eleven competitor& at

Momvea ploughing match on- Friday
last which was held in ideal- weather

eondltlons The standard was* very
hlgh and there was keen' compentzon-
m both -tractor and horse classw

Rev J: McHugh cC;, Monivea
(Presldent of the Soclety), présented
the pnzes to the winners and compli-
mentlad them on their' ‘work. ;He. also

ed the judges and Mr, Coolce for
provldlng the fields for the: ma;tch.
: - RESULTS. ' - :

Tractor (open) 1, Mattxe 'I‘reacy.-
Ryehlll 2, 'G. ~Dolan, do.; 3, Jv J.
COohe, 4 E Treacy; 5, F. McGrath
, ~ (open): .1, J. Gillj
Doo ane -2,°J. J. Cooke, Ryel'dll(
M. Treacy. 4 F Loughnane; 5" P
Nohilly S o

Speclal. prlzes (under 21).\.
'l‘reacy and'G. Dolag. = =~ .

/The committee in  chaige of. - _the
com etltlons was -J. McGrath (chair-
man}; - J.- Murphy - (treaaurer),
Mt.rphy and M.. Mannion - (joint; sec-
xetanes). and members of R ehﬂl
Macra. na Felrme %

The Judges were Mr E Scannell
E.Agr.Se, J. Finn,. Athenry. Paddy
Collins, Co. C., Menlough (¢ of
the County Ploughlng Cornmittegh

22 FINES FOR WANDERING

Martm and Bernard Ward two
ititerants, . ‘were fined- £2 each‘ at
Tuam ' Court on Friday for
thel; horses to, wander
road-at Ardaoong n Febru

'1me “Ward- Was? ﬁned £ fo‘ a
sininaroffedce!nrespectofo e hérse

Garda e Cosgrove gave evldence n
the tcases 3

-‘. : ' . e

PRI \'-'"

there o

: what .

on the pub.c (

e Trea

Wcl'e Supply Scheme
Protest. -

Over b hundred people from the
Abbeyknockmoy area. attended a
public ‘meeting in the . Parochial Hall

against [the’ proposed introduction of
a_ regional water ‘supply ‘scheme. for
the area by the County Council:

M. - alc Raftery and Mr. Martin,
O'Donnéll, Countc Execitive N.F.A.
spoke -on the dlsadvantages of a
regional scheme, and said that onl
afifth df the population would benefit
from such a.scheme. Group or private
schemes were more economical, and

Rev. T: Morley, Adm., Abbey-
¥, presided, -

"-l-l-u-l

g ARR_ T ME,” HE TOLD GUARD.

J

AT at me if- you want to” was

ernard “Ward, ' an - itinerant,
', told Gprda M. MeCarthy when he
was advised to go home on January

30th. Bernard, who had been ejected’
from a/ public house, was drunk and

. disorderly -at Shop Street, Tuam, and

was fined £2 for his conduct at Tuam
- Court nFrlday

ABBE‘;’KNOCKMOY PLOUGHING
. -MATCH.: :
Deszte the frozen. condition of the
ground there. was a high standard .of
work at Abbeyknockmoy Ploughing
Somet s match on- Thursday last

wasavoodentryjnallclaases '.
The followlnr wel'e the results .

Jun BuﬂcS 3 Peadar

‘e &7 s g .3 a » "

~ Tras tor claae ‘(open):- 1, Edward.

;.2, Fronk Kelly;-3; V.
] judges were Mr.-E. Scannell

B AgrSc., and Mr. Michdel Connolly

ne; and Dr, T. O’Colmain, ' .
SIl:;beyknockmoy, -and “Rev.

Tuesddy night to. protest -

I WAS BEATEN BACK B

Father Te
Rescue Bid

’I"lﬂ.'l awful story of the tragedy was

told at an inquest held by Coroner
J. P. Glynn, solr,, and a jnry at
the Bon Secours hosplt_al on
Tuesday, when the ' children’s
father, Edward Connors; related
how He was beaten back:by the
flames when he tried to get into
the caravan .a second time after

rescuing his llttle daughter, '

Dr. T. 0O'Colmain, M.0O., Abbey-
knockmoy, who arrived at the 'scene
around 6 p.m., said that he saw the
body of one child lying on the charred
debris of the caravan. The . older
child's body was lying on the other
side of the road, and he was told that
both bodies had been moved. The two
bodies were extcnsively burned, the
younger boy. James, even more S0
than his five-year-old .brother, Myles.
'| The bodies were those of healthy, well
nourished children. In his  opinion,
death was due -to shock and asphyxia
as a result bf extensive burns.

“ BLA:ZI'NG INFERNO”

' Patﬂck . Kenehan stated that it
was ‘about -5 p.m. when he came to
the itiherants’ camp- on. the roadsrde

© other ch:ldren and I dldn’t sec them."

at-Brierfield, There weré three cara-,
vans, and one was “a ‘blazing mferno";

when” he : came on the scene He!

stopped and” s,éw ward Connors in
front’ of hlm ‘on’the road. in.a very

excited and- distresscd éondition)
Tl@enelra.n said;
'\ 3 ULY there \653‘11" b

tant:_e e’ couli to extiugulsh the fire;
and’ AW the body of ‘one’ chlld on'thé
%-p itrd; ' where, the: caravan “had been:

e’ot er- body ‘was jn_fhe ‘burned out

framework. Witness left to summon -

help;’ “#nd on the way to Moylough met
a. Garda patrol car’ and reportsd’ td
them‘

Garda Michael . eea}y Athenry,
gave’ evldence that it was about 5.10
p.m. wWhen he got the. report from Mr,
Kenelian. He. went to Brierfield and
saw Edward Connors:in a very dis-
tressed condition near the burned-out
caravan .There were three caravans.
with three different” families, all
parked on the same side of the road.
Connors caravan - was - first and the
other two were behlnd it: ‘

- The fire was spreading along - the
furze bn the fence, Garda Geary said,
and he had to get the second caravan
removed for safety, He assisted in

~ putting out the fire and then saw the

body of one .child falling' through the
bottorh of the caravan. He moved the
burned caravan away and ‘then saw
another . body at the back of the
framework. When he got to the scene,
the caravan wes entirely enveloped in

ﬂames and g -rescue: attempt was
impossible.

COMPLETELY BURNED '

Sergeant W, T. Hnrhen, Barnaderg.
who arriveéd at the scene at 5.45 p.m.,
said J.hat at ‘that time Edward Con-
nors’: caravan was almost completely
burned.out. He later saw the bodies

y of the:two children. Some time. after-

wards® he met. the father, who had
been taken to the doctor at Mount-
bellew to get treatment for the burns
he recenved

The-. Sergeant sard that- Connors
was -unable to give any explanation
for the fire. Witness saw a stove on
the f=4¥ ound near the caravan, and also
found: part of a primus stove in. the
framework. He notified - the doctor
and sent for the priest.

Edward = Conners, the -children’s
father, -said that he was . travelling
arpund the country in a horse drawn
caravan ‘with his:wife ‘Elizabeth and
their ﬁve cluldren ‘They . left .Mount-

-bellew{ on .Monday and arrived at

Brierﬁeld around 4.30 p.m, Two othey
famﬂles, Thomas Connors and. Patrick
Donovan, travelled with them in their
caravans, and they all pulled up at
the sa!ne place. Witness had five
cluldren. -John: ‘and Bridget (twins
aged 6 years), Myles (5),:Johanna
(3) and: -Jamies (1 year 8 months).

: When-they arrived at Bnerﬁeld
Conoo"rs :gaid, his’ wi.e went to the
. Tocal: ghop" for - groceues and took
Bridgef: ‘with . her, "He" waa in- the
caravdn-when she left, and’ there was
a smallrbit of:a fire -in’the stove, not
even. hgmtmg rxght “The stove: wae,to

t np

‘the front:of ‘the camvan. and’;
Burke r WS aac

€mpty- primus’ stove

o “"’.*?fehaé:i.. s

d biowing. ‘He gave aﬁl the: assi8;.
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Y- THE FLAMES
Is of Vain
at lnquest

but it was at the back in a position
where the children could not reach fit.

Connors said he-decided to go down
to the crossroads for water, and took
two. cans and a Xkcttle. He left the
children playing on the floor of the
caravan, and, went to a house a few
hundred yards away where the
woman filled the vessels at the tap.
On.his way back to the’caravan, when
about 170 yards away, ‘he saw the
smoke and flames coming from his

caravan. |

LEAP ED INTO CARAVAN

Cur dropped the vessels of water and
ran," he said; " and when I got to the
caravan Y daw John. outside on the

ground safe. Johanna was in . the
middle of the ﬂames inside, aud I
couldn't see Myles or| James. I leaped
into . the 'caravan and picked: up
Johanna. The top.of her. hair was
burned, and /T’ got badly burned my-
self. T tried to go in but the ﬁre ‘beat
me . back. I heard no cries from the

When the ﬂre wam burned out, he
saw the: bodles -of : Myles ‘and: James.
both’ badly" ‘burned.*'There” ‘were’ n'd
loose papers or ‘matches in the cara-
van when he' Jeft-it to.go’ for water.
He. left the dnor open and 1t waa Btlll
open when he came back waa
only . about: : v mhnutes gone, A,.,he
thought, All, thé.chﬂdren Wwere: strong.
d the’ baby- James had

ASked i he could oﬁer any cxplan-
atlon for. the fire, ‘Connors - said: “X
thlnk it might. be a: spark.from the
chlmney that got on to the dry furze
beside the caravan woo

This concluded the evndence and
the Coroner commented that all the
avldenee was that-the ctuldren’s tragic
death’ wag .due t5 an accidental” fire:
It was e very sad happening for
Connors and his wife, but it also drew
attention to' the dangers of leaving
young chlldren exposed to open fires.
No. blame attadhed to Mr. Conrnors,
and 1ndeed everybody felt very sorry
for him in this terrlble tragedy.

Supt. M.- Gonlgle. G.S, 3oined with
the Coroner in tendering sympathy
to the Connors family, and Mr. Peter
Kelly (foreman of the jury) said that
they should also commend the father’s
heroic action in . trying to save his
children and auﬁ’enng severe burns' in
his efforts to do so. .

- The jury. returned a verdict in
accordance with the medical evidence,
that death was due to shock and
gsphyxxa as a result of an accidental

re. |

The- Coroner expressed thanks/ to
the Bon Secours nuns for providing
facilities for the inquest. '

THE closing ‘of the Weir ’takmg it over. There have been no
Textile Mills at ’l‘ua.m and positive developments in any of

the prospects of a re-opemngi

in the near futnre was again
raised in the Dail on Thurs-
day last by Deputy M F,
Kltt (F.F. )

Deputy Kitt reierred to a report
which - appeared in The Herald on
February 9th, and asked the
Minister for Industry and Com-
merce (Mr. J. Lynch) if he had any
statement to make on the matter

/The Minister in his. reply
I have seen the report to wlucguthe
Deputy refers. The factory at
was facilitated by a grant from An
Foras Tionscal, a new manu.faqture
licence  and duty-t‘ree licences or
the - importation of raw mat
required ‘for productron for: export
As indicated by me in reply to a
question on Ilth December last,
the firm’s ‘main problem -appears to

have “been one “of ‘difficulty in

obtaining" exoort markets for their
pféducts : :
“'Thé- Industrral Develop
Authority have, I understand.
the firm’s-agréement,” braught
closing of the factory to the noti
of cértain external mtemfs who

Ll.t
ith

these contacts to date, but I can
assure the Deputy that any sound
proposals ‘submitted to me for the
re-opening of. the factory will
receive my mast sympathetxc con-

sideration,

Deputy Kitt asked was the
Minister aware that according to a
report in The Herald on February
Oth last a spokesman for the Mills
was reported as having said that
unless there is a. chdnge in the
attitude of the .  Department he
could not see any prospect of the
Mills in Tuam being
" view of the fact that there are 72
: workers unemployed there since
December 1st would the Minister
now clarify the confiicting report ?

Minister: I think that is the
same report to which the Deputy
réferred in his ongmal question.

Kitt: That is the report.

- Minister: I saw the remarks of
the spokesman of the company
saying certain things:.could be done
if the Department changed their
attitude. I -can-apply that only to

an apphcatipn by this company for
e \a all amen

dment. . ef . their new
manufact\me licence.Aa T said, this
company got many facmtxes in-

of ‘other goods which-enebled them

' parafin Theri was also o tilldy ‘la?npis "though{, might be intérested ind to preduce these for sale on the

MINISTER'S REPLY TO DA QUESTION ON TEXTILE AIS

Irxsh market Before I can-grant,
or extend a | new manufactute
Jicence, I must be satisfied that’the
goods proposed 'to be manufactured
are not already being manufactured
to an adequate extent by existing
concerns. In this case the appli-
cation for a ' new manufacture
licence referred to cloths that were
already being manufactured - by
existing private Irish concerns which
were in no way assisted by grants
when they were set'up. If the
licence were amended, as propesed
by the company, it would mcan
that the company' could make

re-opened ? In goods for sale on the Irish market

and would thereby affect the mills
already producing similar goods.

* BMr. J. McQuillan: This is the
free trade he is talking about.

- Bimister: I am hound by Statute
to have regard to these factors. In
the circumstances, the law did not
permit me to extend the new
manufacture licencée as requested.
I should like to say generally that
the company was set up for the
purpose of exporting the type of
cloth they now want tq sell on the
home market, and there is no reom
for it here T C e

-

- cluding a.substantia¥ grent and a
- new manufactiyre. licenee. in respect

HEl.D OVFR. Owlnv to oressure on

Space we.are obliged (o hold over o
number of ‘reports.:



