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The story of Thomas Cavanagh 

When Thomas Cavanagh was born in 1803 in Tynagh, county Galway, his father, James, was 33 and his 

mother, Honora, was 23. He married Jane Susan Meade (Meigh) on 3 February 1826. They had three 

children during their marriage, Ann Cavanagh born in 1826, Hannah born in 1828 and son Patrick born in 

1830.1 

He was convicted of Whiteboyism at the Galway Assizes in 1832. He was just one of the 26 men 

convicted that day of being Buachailli Bana or whiteboy. This was during a period where many tenants 

were in arrears and there was a lot of unrest. The weather of 1829 and 1830 was particularly bad with 

heavy rain. This had a knock on effect on grain and vegetable harvests, two years running. In addition to 

this other issues affected the small farmers, laborers and cottiers with grievances concerning tithes, 

evictions and rising rents became an issue and the movement increased. Large farmers were moving 

into livestock farming so no longer used the conacre lettings. The conacre was relied heavily on for 

sowing potatoes, the main stable 

food source. Laborers rented a 

piece of land yearly to sow 

potatoes from farmers which was 

normally paid by laboring to the 

bigger farmer. The rents started to 

rise and laborers were unable to 

afford this. The Whiteboy 

movement grew and spread. In the 

1830 period it was prevalent in 

county Clare and the bordering 

counties, which included the 

townlands of Gort, Tynagh, 

Loughrea, Portumna and Kinvara 

areas.  
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From reading that article on the Southern Reporter and Cork Commercial Courier on April 3rd 1832, it 

states Tuesday, Patrick Dolan, Edm Naghten, Joseph Connors, John Gantly, Edm. Mooney, John Burke, 

John Miskell, James Burke, Thomas McDonogh, Lawrence Burne, Lawrence McDonagh, Walter Costelloe, 

Thomas Cavanagh, John Larkin, Patt. Hanny, Patt Hanly, Patt Mitchell and Patrick Finn were severally 

indicted for having on the 13th July last (1831) attacked the dwelling house of John Lally, at Loughenroe, 

in this county.  The Jury retired about half past 7, and after an hour’s absence brought verdict, Guilty, 

against P Dolan, E Naghton, P Connors, J Gantly, E Mooney, John Burke, John Mitchell, L Burns, L 

McDonogh, T Cavanagh, J Larkin P Hanny.  P Mitchell and P Finn – Sentence not passed.  

 

  

Source: Dublin Observer 08 April 18323 
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Following sentence we know from another newspaper article on The Pilot 6th April 1832 that they were 

sent to Cobh in Cork in chains escorted by a “strong party of the Enniskillen dragoons, a detachment of 

the 67b regiment, with the cavalry and infantry police. The unfortunate prisoners seemed to feel the 

unhappy situation they brought themselves to, by a violation of the laws of their country. The procession 

moved slowly by the square and the cries and yells of the wives children, and brothers of the prisoners 

were really heart rending: women with infants in their arms taking the last embrace of their misguided 

and unhappy husbands, while they returned them by kisses, blessings. Orders being given that every 

person should be kept from the carts, the convicts were quickly conveyed off amidst the crises, yells, and 

moaning of a vast assemblage of county people”.4 

From information kindly received from Collections Manager, at York Army Museum, it states that on “ 

On 24 Apr, the detachment stationed at Ennis County of Clare from 7 Oct 1831 joined the Sqn at Gort 

this day”.5 I guess this regiment was there to ensure civil peace and escort the men to their destinations. 

This must have been a very emotional time for their wives and families. 

 

Transportation to Australia 

In Cork they were held in the Hulk moored at Cobh. From there, they departed May 10th 1832 to New 

South Wales, never to return. It must have been very difficult for parents, wives and children to see their 

fathers / sons transported to Australia known they would probably never see them again. Once the men 

arrived in Australia they were sent to work in various areas. Thomas arrived with another 195 convicts 

on September 6th in 1832 in Sydney Cove, Australia. The voyage took 4 months. The Surgeon 

Superintendent was Thomas Bell. There were 2 deaths on the voyage. The master of the ship was John 

Samuel Groves. 

 

Convict indent 

A convict indent is an official list of convicts being transported aboard a particular ship. It provides 

particulars about each convict, name, trial date, place and sentence. The list below shows Thomas 

Cavanagh aged 29, Roman Catholic, and married with 3 children, from county Galway, a ploughman, 

reaps, and sows, convicted Whiteboy in March 1832. It also shows entries for other men also on the ship 

Eliza.6 
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Assigned work 

Thomas was first assigned to George Thomas Palmer at his property near Maitland, North of Sydney. 

Palmer had also taken up a land grant on the Limestone Plains (now Canberra) named 

‘Palmerville/Ginninderra’ in 1826 and Thomas was transferred there around 1838. 

Another large landowner was Robert Campbell and Thomas was re-assigned to him on his “Duntoon’ 

estate (now the Royal Military College, Duntroon) on the Canberry (Molonglo) River.  Campbell 

recommended his Ticket of Leave and Conditional Pardon and Thomas became a tenant farmer on 

‘Duntroon’.7 

George Thomas Palmer had established ‘Palmerville’ in about 1826 and he was introduced to the area 

by his father, John Palmer the Commissary-General, who had come to Sydney on the Sirius with 

Governor Phillip and was granted land in Jerrabomberra in exchange for land he had purchased in 

Sydney.  

Convicts were assigned to work the large Palmerville estate which included much of the north of what is 

now Belconnen and the southern end of Gungahlin. By 1831 Palmer had installed an overseer on his 

property and had built stone convict barracks and several other buildings of locally hand-made bricks, 

stone and local timber to house the workers. One of these was Ginninderra Cottage, one of the most 

comfortable and up-to-date residences in the area and the Palmer family stayed in it at times.8 

 

In 1842 Thomas Cavanagh applies for his family to join him in Australia.  

The Convict Reunion Scheme was introduced by the British Government to correct the imbalance of 

gender, but it fell apart around 1840 after transportation ceased to NSW and was only reintroduced in 

1847.9 

It is not known how some of the families of these convicted men survived in Ireland as they were the 

main bread winners but it must have been a very difficult time.  
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Ref: Ancestry 10 
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Ref: Ancestry 11 

 

Ancestry 12 
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Image below from Ancestry regarding Thomas Cavanaghs application to bring his family to Australia. 

20 Oct. 1847. No. 8. Applicant’s name Thomas Cavanagh. Wife Jane Mathe. 3 children. Residence of wife 

and to whom known; Middlesex, London, Wallen Green, Doeslan. Anthony Nugent Esq., Palace Terra CO 

Galway. Anthony Perce Esq. Spring Garden, Terr, Co. Galway. Mrs. Michael Curamra, Waller Green, near 

London. Messrs. Cockerell and Co. Austin Friars, London. 13 

 

 

Convict Pardons and Ticket of Leave 

Thomas Cavanagh received his ticket of leave on 16 August, 1842. 

New South Wales and Tasmania, Australia, Convict Pardons and Tickets of Leave, 1834-1859 for Thomas 

Cavanagh  New South Wales  Pardons1842-1845 

  

 

about:blank
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Ref: Ancestry 14 

 

 

Ref: Ancestry 15 

 

1 Oct 1842. 6, Thomas Cavanagh. Jane Meithe, 3 children. Resident in town or parish of Teenagh, Co. 

Galway. Known to Anthony Nugent Esq. Teenagh; Mr. Pearce, Spring Garden, and Rev. Mr. Shiel P.P. 

Teenagh, all in Co. Galway.  

 

Thomas was awarded a Conditional Pardon on 30 July 1847.  
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Family Join him in 1849 

Happily we know from records that his wife and children were able to join him in Australia. They 

traveled on the Panama ship in 1849. This must have been an emotional time for all the family. Ireland 

in 1849 was going through a terrible time with the Famine. The Panama ship lists Jane Cavanagh, Ann 

aged 22 years, Honor aged 21 years and Patrick aged 19 years, arriving on 14th day of September 1949. 

Also on the ‘Panama’ was the Kain family and a Cavanagh grand-daughter later married a Kain grand-

son. 

 

Ref: Ancestry Accessed 19.5.21 16 

 

Jane Cavanagh 

When Jane Susan Meade (Meigh) was born in 1810 in Tynagh, Galway, Ireland, her father, John, was 18, 

and her mother, Susannah, was 18. She married Thomas Cavanagh in 1826. She was listed as a 

laundress, but after seeing her three children married she passed away on 8 October 1857 at the age of 

47. They had been married 30 years.  
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Hannah Cavanagh (daughter) 

Hannah was a housemaid on the Murray estate of ‘Woden’ and married George Harris Bunn in 1853.  

George Harris Bunn had been born at “Newstead”, Pyrmont Sydney on 24 July, 1831, but had been living 

with the Dr James and Terence Murray families at ‘Woden’ and ‘Yarralumla’, with his mother Anna 

Maria (nee Murray) Bunn and his brother JW – William, following the death of his father in 1834. 

Anna Maria and JW -Bunn moved to their property “St Omer” outside Braidwood in late 1851 or early 

1852.  

A son, Clarence Bunn, was born in late 1853 and in early 1854, Hannah, George and Clarence were living 

in Queanbeyan, but they soon moved to the family at St. Omer via Braidwood. 

A daughter Elizabeth died as an infant and George was killed due to a fall from a horse in 1860, leaving a 

pregnant widow.  After Hannah gave birth to baby Georgiana they moved to live with her brother 

Patrick. 

 

Image courtesy of Ancestry from descendant Peter from Australia 

They had three children during their marriage.  

Hannah remarried on 12 October 1864 at St. Gregory’s church, Queanbeyan to Patrick Thomas Flanagan 

(1834-1865), the son of Francis Flanagan, the first free settler in the Moruya district of the NSW south 

coast.  Hannah and Patrick and the two children settled at Dapto on the NSW coast, near Patrick’s 
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brother, the Rev Dean Michael Flanagan. The circumstances are unclear, but Patrick Flanagan was 

pronounced dead - ‘lost at sea’ in October, 1865, at the age of only 31. 

Hannah fell ill with Puerperal fever and died on 25 August 1865, at only 37, on Mt Kiera Road near 

Dapto/Wollongong, having lost a daughter, two husbands, her mother and sister, all in tragic 

circumstances and was buried at the Wollongong Old Catholic cemetery. 

 

Clarence and Georgiana were taken back to their grandmother at ‘St Omer’ in September 1865, but 

sadly Clarence passed away soon after from Typhoid fever in October 1865, and was buried beside his 

father at Braidwood. 

In March 1866, JW was granted legal guardianship of the orphan Georgiana and she was then raised by 

her grandmother, Anna Maria (nee Murray) Bunn at ‘St Omer’. 

Georgiana appeared to have lived a happy life with her grandmother for another twenty-four years, 

until Anna Maria Bunn died in September 1889. 

Anna Maria left ‘St Omer’ to her grand-daughter Georgiana, who was then only 28 and un-married, and 

not to her only surviving son, which was significant as it was contrary to the cultural norms where the 

eldest son inherited. 

In 1891 Georgiana married Patrick Kain (1865-1955) of Krawarree, via Braidwood, and they eventually 

had six children.  Patrick’s father was the Michael Kain who had been on the ‘Panama’ with Hannah 

Cavanagh in 1849.  

 

Image courtesy of Ancestry from descendant Peter from Australia 

Georgiana and her family then returned to the Kain farm at Krawarree, where their other children were 

born at Jerrabattgulla and then Krawarree, between 1893 and 1901. 
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Georgiana died at only 44, on 28 February, 1906 in Braidwood, leaving six young children.  

Georgiana was buried with her father, George Harris Bunn, brother Clarence, and grandmother Anna 

Maria in the Braidwood cemetery.17 

 

Patrick Cavanagh 

Patrick was born on March 17th 1830 in Tynagh co Galway. His father was Thomas Cavanagh and his 

mother was Jane Meigh.18

 

 

Patrick was also a farmer and on arrival leased a small farm on ‘Springbank’ on the Canberry (Molonglo) 

River. Patrick married Mary Logue on September 23, 1857, in Queanbeyan, New South Wales, Australia. 

 

Mary was the daughter of Bryan and Margaret 

Logue from Tyrone, but she was born on the 

ship ‘Margaret’ whilst the family were 

emigrating.   

The family ran the Duntroon Dairy. 

 

Around 1863 Patrick acquired his own land 

near his father, at ‘One Tree Hill’, Ginninderra 

where he ran a successful farming and grazing  

enterprise. 

 

 

Image of Patrick Cavanagh late 1800s, courtesy of descendant Peter. 
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They had 12 children in 22 years. The first two at ‘Springbank’ and the rest at ‘One Tree Hill’. One died as 

an infant, six moved interstate or overseas, and only five remained at Ginninderra.19 

 

Patrick died in 1914 and Mary in 1921 and both are buried in the Queanbeyan Riverside cemetery. 

 

Their sons Clarence and Michael and then three further generations farmed the properties until they 

were resumed for suburbs of the Australian Capital Territory in the 1990s. 

 

 

 

Ann Cavanagh 

Ann Cavanagh was born in 1826 and is listed as a housemaid.  Some reports suggest that Ann had 

married a Charles White who was deceased when she left Ireland, but we cannot locate documentary 

evidence of that. 

The immigration papers show a Cavanagh daughter, Jane W, being born at sea with the father being 

Charles White, deceased.   

Annie married on 20 January 1851 to Patrick Langan (1815-15/10/1900) a carpenter of Queanbeyan.  

Patrick was born in Dublin in 1815 to Andrew and Catherine Langan.  He arrived on the ship “Duke of 

Roxbugh” in January 1842 at age 26 and was listed as a carpenter. 

Ann and Patrick had six children between 1851 and 1861: 

1. Catherine BARTON born in Queanbeyan in 1851. 

2. Thomas Andrew was born in Queanbeyan in 1853, but died at the age of 2. 

3. John was born in Queanbeyan in 1855 and moved to Inverell, NSW. 

4. James was born in Queanbeyan in 1856. 

5. Thomas was born in Queanbeyan in 1858, but died at the age of 1 on 09/02/1860. 

6. Mary Ann was born in Queanbeyan in 1861. 

 

Ann Cavanagh Langan died on 12 May, 1864 in Queanbeyan, at only 38, leaving a young family. 

Patrick Langan re-married to Theresa Louisa Lawless (1845-1909) in 1866 and brought up his existing 

family plus six more children with Theresa.  He died in 1900 in Queanbeyan at the age of 85. 20 
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Thomas selects his own farm 

After the death of Jane, Thomas took up a selection of 230 acres on the northern edge of Canberra and 

named the property ‘Fairview’.  He built a slab cottage and stables and worked the farm, with assistance 

from son Patrick, until his death.21 

 

Thomas Cavanagh dies in 1871 

Thomas died on 20 December 1871 in Queanbeyan, New South Wales, at the age of 68, and was buried 

in Queanbeyan Riverside cemetery with Jane. 

 

 

 

Find a Grave 22 
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Source: Trove  Queanbeyan Age Friday 15 May 1914 23 
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Trove: The Queanbeyan Observer Tuesday May 12th 1914, page 2. Death of Mr P Cavanagh22 

 

Thanks to descendants of Thomas Cavanagh, Scott and Peter for providing detailed information on their 

ancestor’s life in Australia and Eamon Healy for additional information. I would also like to thank “The 

Hall Museum and Heritage Centre” - https://museum.hall.act.au/ as this is the source of much 

information on the Ginninderra district. We will add to this story as we gain additional information. Our 

next step is to ascertain if there are any relatives still in the town land in Galway he came from, with the 

hope of reconnecting with his Irish cousins! If you believe you could be related to this gentleman please 

contact. 

Contact email: galwayancestors@gmail.com 

Facebook page: The Whiteboys of Galway - that travelled on the Eliza Ship 1832 or 

Facebook page: Loughrea workhouse 

 

© Paula Kennedy 2021 
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