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A few years ago I discovered an article on Irelands Own edition dated July 3rd 2020 about a Journalist born in 

1856 in Castleblakeney, county Galway by the name of Catherine Ferguson, and she died 16 May 1915 

in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.  

I was intrigued by her story as I had never heard of her previously. She was best known as the first North 

American female war correspondent for her coverage of the Spanish-American War of 1898 and well known 

for travelling Canada, Europe and the USA as a journalist. Given her accomplishments as a female journalist, 

this was no small deed for that time period. She didn’t limit her writings to the usual women’s topics of that 

era but chose to write about politics, economics or social issues. I would imagine she was a very brave and a 

resilient lady. I hope with this short article (part one) it will give some glimpses into her life and influences in 

Ireland, and that of her extended family.  In part two of her life story we will cover her interesting life from 

the time she left Ireland and moved to Canada. 

Catherine’s parents Patrick Ferguson and Mary Burke were married on February 6th 1853 in Menlough, Co 

Galway1. James Blake and Mrs. Blake are witness to the marriage. Catherine Ferguson was born on February 

20th 1856 in Castleblakeney, Co Galway and baptized on February 20th 1856; sponsors were Walter and Mary 

Burke.  I am assuming Walter and Mary are her grandparents from Galway city. Her sister Margaret was born 

in November 18532.  It would appear they had two daughters in family during their life time.  

In Griffith’s valuation of 1855 it shows Patrick Ferguson living in the town of Castleblakeney, Co Galway. 

Patrick Ferguson leased 5 acres, 3 roods and 4 perches of land from Matthew Doyle for £5 12s 3   It also 

shows Patrick Ferguson paid £1 for 3 roods and 30 perches of a garden and £13 10s for a house and offices, 

from John H. Blakeney. 4   In 1850 I did find a record for a Patrick Ferguson in the valuation books; he is listed 

as a shop owner in Castleblakeney, but cannot determine yet whether this is the same person or a possible 

relative. This will require more in-depth research at a later time. 

The year 1855 was not long after the famine and I wonder how Patrick managed to afford that much land, 

it’s possible that as a result of the famine and immigration, there was more land available which may have 

made it that bit cheaper to purchase! The famine caused over one million people to die from starvation and 

with another two million emigrating.  
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Ref: Griffiths Valuation of Castleblakeney 1855 

Catherine’s father provided an education for her, first at Loreto Abbey in Rathfarnham, Dublin and then at a 

finishing school in Belgium. 5  Loreto Abbey, Rathfarnham, Dublin was a boarding school, convent and farm 

established by the Irish branch of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Loreto) in 1822 and remained in 

use as a boarding school and convent until 1999.6   This must have been an expense for her parents and I 

would imagine it was very unusual for that time. Finishing school provided preparation for young women to 

complete their education,, enter society and better enable them find a suitable husband. Barbara 

M. Freeman wrote “As an adult, she credited her father for inspiring in her an enduring love of nature and of 

books, and her mother, who was blind, for teaching her to love music and to play several instruments. The 

strongest influence on her intellectual life, however, was her uncle Thomas Nicholas Burke, a Dominican 

priest and a renowned liberal and orator. He taught her religious and social tolerance, an attitude that was 



The story of Catherine Ferguson and her extended family – Part one, her life in Ireland. 

©Paula Kennedy             December 2021          Part one                    3 
 

reflected in her journalism as an adult”.7  It is a said that once Catherine returned from her studies her family 

informed her that she was to be married. Arranged marriages were a common practice in rural Ireland.  

In 1868 we find Patrick Ferguson living in Windfield Mills, Mountbellew Bridge, in County Galway. From 

information on the Belfast Morning News 04 December 1868, it states in an article written “A model 

landlord. – Mr. Patrick Ferguson, some short time ago, went to reside at Windfield Mills, Mountbellew 

Bridge, County Galway, when he made some costly improvements on the land, houses, & His landlord, John 

Fallon, Esq., of Netterville Lodge, accidentally seeing an account of his expenditure, sent for Mr. Ferguson, 

and, un-asked, handed him a cheques for 150 pounds compensation for improvements – Irish Times.”8   It 

would appear from that article on the Belfast Morning News that Patrick Ferguson had only recently moved 

to Windfield Mountbellew and he was held in high esteem.  Four years later in the newspaper The Freemans 

Journal of July 4th 1872 9 in a letter to the editor of the Freemans newspaper, from Newbridge, Parish of 

Killian, County Galway July 2, it writes “Dear Sir- I enclose cheques and post office order for 24L, 15s. 9d. 

contributed here in aid of the Galway Vindication fund. You will please publish the accompanying list of 

contributor’s names – Faithfully yours James Murray. C.C. John Fallon, Esq, JP Nettervillie Lodge 10l, Patrick 

Ferguson Esq. Windfield Mills 3l, Mrs. Ferguson, Miss Ferguson, and Miss Kathleen Ferguson 1l each….”  

Catherine in 1872 would be aged 16 years and her sister Margaret aged 19 years.    

In 1885, Patrick Ferguson contributes to the Sexton Fund, as this is acknowledged in the Freemans Journal of 

October 15th 1885. He contributes 1 pound to the fund10.  The Dundalk Herald 11th February 1888 writes, Mr. 

Ferguson, Windfield, was arrested at Mountbellew on Wednesday morning, at his residence, under the 

Crimes Act. 11 It doesn’t state what the crime was but The weekly Irish Times dated March 10th 1888, writes 

“Important Judgment under the Land Act  … in which Lord Justices Naish and Barry concurred, in the case of a 

tenant names Patrick Ferguson, who held a farm of 167 acres, Irish plantation measure, from Sir John 

Bradstreet, on lease for 61 years from the 25th of March, 1878, at a rent of £200 per annum. In addition to 

the lands which the tenant held at Ballinalass, in the county of Galway, he held other lands in the same 

barony, the aggregate value of which, the lord stated, was over £370. The rent reserved by the lease having 

fallen into arrear, Sir John Bradstreet issued a writ out of the Queen’s Bench Division claiming £300, one year 

and a half rent up to the 29th of September, 1888.”12 

On the newspaper Flag of Ireland dated 14th of April 1888, “The Nationalists have for the most part carried 

the three chairs, The landlord party were routed with immense slaughter in Mount bellew, though the ex-

officio guardians were whipped over from Paris(for this occasion only) to support the landlord candidates. 

The defeated candidate was the eldest son of Lord Clonbrook, Hon, Luke Dillon, who proposed the coercion 
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resolution at the Galway Grand Jury. The successful candidate was Mr. Patrick Ferguson, of Wenfield ‘lodge, 

(brother-in -law of the later Father Thomas Burke), the victim of a recent coercion prosecution.” 13 From the 

Freemans Journal August 15th 1889, Headline “Worthy of Imitation”… “Within the past few days Mr. P. 

Ferguson, Windfield House, Mountbellew, has provided with meadow on his farm at Newbridge, free of all 

charge, the ten poorest tenants on the Netterville, county Galway, estate. The ten men were selected by their 

fellow tenants and the local branch of the L.N.League. It may be noticed as a proof of how ungrounded are 

charges of intolerance against the League, that several of those chosen are to members of that body. The 

action of Mr. Ferguson is deserved of all possible praise. He has long desired to surrender the entire farm of 

110 acres to be divided among these poor men. Circumstances so far have rendered it impossible for his to do 

so, but he is determined not to rest till he succeeds in his noble projects.” 14   Mr. Ferguson seems to be a 

benevolent man, wanting the best for his fellow Irish men. The Irish National Land League was an Irish 

political organization which sought to help poor tenant farmers. Its primary aim was to abolish landlordism 

in Ireland and enable tenant farmers to own the land they worked on.  It would be great to find out who the 

ten men were and see how this made a difference to their lives and their families. Two years later in 1891, 

The Freemans Journal 06 February 189115 shows Patrick Ferguson has put up his land and Corn Mills up for 

sale. At this stage it appears that he is living in Green Park, Dunshaughlin, Co Meath. He has kind words for 

John Fallon, Esq., of Netterville Lodge, as the paper quotes “Who, it is needless to say, is one of the kindest 

and most indulgent landlords in the country”.
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The descriptive particulars on the newspaper, gives a glimpse of what the Ferguson home and surroundings 

were like.  

Patrick Ferguson died in 1892 in Dunshaughlin Co Meath. In a civil death record found on 

www.irishgenealogy.ie it records Patrick William Ferguson, male, married, aged 62 years, a Landholder and 

Mary Ferguson his wife present at his death in Greenpark.16  
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Drogheda Argus and Leinster Journal dated 26th March 1892, also records the death of Patrick Ferguson, 

stating he died on the 20th March, at Green Park, Dunshauglin, county Meath, Patrick Ferguson.- RIP. 17 

As per Wills and Calendars in the national archives found on line, it states Ferguson Patrick, 28 January, 

Probate of the Will of Patrick Ferguson late of Green Park Dunshauglin County Meath, Esquire who died 20 

March 1892 granted at Dublin to Mary J Ferguson of Bridge House Dominick street Galway, Widow, Effect 

£2,729 6s.18 A few years later we find Mary Ferguson living in Galway (as per the 1901 census)with her 

daughter Margaret, son in law J C MacDonnell and her grandson Patrick MacDonnell.  

Catherine Ferguson marries Thomas Willis 

At the age of 20 years Catherine Ferguson was married to a landowner by the name of Thomas Willis, a 

wealthy gentleman from Co Mayo.  
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From the civil marriage record found, they were married in the District of Mountbellew, in the Roman 

Catholic Chapel of Killian, in the Union of Mountbellew, Co Galway in 1876. His address was listed as 

Hollymount and Kate’s is listed as Windfield. Her father’s occupation is listed as a farmer. Witnesses on the 

day were William W Ansbora and Margaret Ferguson.19  In another record it states Thomas Willis`s mother 

was Margaret Kane.  William W Ansbora was a nephew to Thomas Willis.  Thomas Willis was a bachelor from 

Hollymount, Co Mayo and apparently older than Catherine. His father’s name was William Willis a merchant 

by profession.  Their marriage was announced on the Dublin Weekly Nation on 01 July 1876. “Willis and 

Ferguson- June 19, at Newbridge, county Galway, by the Rev. Michael Gaurin, P.P., assisted by the Very RE. 

Thomas N. Burke, O.P., uncle to the bride, Rev. E. King, P.P and Rev. Thomas Walsh, C.C., Thomas Willis, Esq., 

Hollymount, county Mayo, to Kathleen Mary, youngest daughter of Patrick Ferguson. Esq. Windfield Mills.” 20 

Fr Thomas Nicolas Burke was a well known celebrated Dominican orator.  The couple went on to have one 

child, who it states in various articles that she died in early childhood and that her husband died not long 

after. But following several attempts to find a death certificate for their child or Thomas Willis, I could not 

locate either. They had been married for 8 years.  

The Willis families from Co Mayo 

William Willis was born in 1795 and died in October 16th 1873.21  William Willis had 6 or 7 children. He was a 

landowner and a merchant.  In the Griffiths Valuation for the parish of Robeen, it shows William Willis living 

in Robeen in 1855 period.22
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Slater’s Directory of 1870 shows that William Willis was a Spirit dealer in Ballinrobe, Co Mayo.23   William 

Willis late of Hollymount Co Mayo died on October 17 1873 and leaves a will. Willis William (124) Effects 

under £12,000. 23 January. The will of William Willis late of Hollymount County Mayo Esquire decease who 

died 17 October 1873 at same place was proved at Ballina by the oaths of William Willis of Luffertaune House 

and Thomas Willis of Hollymount both in said County Esquires the Executors. (Amended Probate of the Will 

and one Codicil issued 17 April 1874).24 

Children born to William and Mary Willis were: 

 Maria Willis born in 1826 and she went on to marry James Rutledge. She died on May 20, 1858, in Mayo, 

at the age of 32. In the Limerick Chronicle 23 July 1842 25 it states “In the church of Hollymount, Mayo, 

James Rutledge, of Carravilla, Esq.to Maria, eldest daughter of William Willis, Esq. of Hollymount”. They 

had 8 children, Elizabeth, William, Margaret, Barbara, James, Maria, Campbell and Monica. James 

Rutledge died in1887. 

 Bridget Willis born in 1830 marries William Ansbro in 1855. She dies in 1916. She had one son with John 

Ansbro in 1857. On her death record it shows her son William Ansbro son of deceased was present at 

death in Hollymount Co Mayo in 1916. 26 They must have owned a shop in Hollymount, Co Mayo. 

 

Below is marriage record of William W Ansbro and Maggie Loughlin in 1892.27   He is aged 36 years, a 

shopkeeper by trade, residing in Hollymount. Father is listed as John Ansbro deceased, who was a farmer. 

Maggie Loughlin is aged 19 years, residing in Hollymount. 
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 Margaret Willis born in 1832 marries Martin Costello in 1854, She dies on December 24th 1906 and she 

leaves 211 pounds and 10 shillings to her sister Bridget Ansbro.28 

 

 William Willis born in 1839 marries Kate Tighe in 1870.29  They had one daughter Mary, born 1872.30

 

Their daughter Mary Willis dies in 1873.31 According to the civil record William Willis is present at her death.  

Sadly William dies a year later in 1874. 

 Elizabeth Willis born in 1841, married Michael Glynn and second marriage to John J Brady. She dies in 

1901 in Galway.  No children were found for Elizabeth Willis.  

 Thomas Willis born in 1847 marries Catherine Ferguson in Co Mayo. They had one daughter, Mary 

Margaret Willis born in 1879. Unable to ascertain a death certificate yet for Thomas Willis. 

 

Mary Margaret Willis (daughter to Catherine Ferguson) 

Mary Margaret Willis was born on January 21st 1879, Hollymount Co Mayo to parents Thomas Willis and 

Catherine Mary Willis formerly Ferguson.32  The newspaper The Northern Whig Belfast 27th, January 1879 

shows the announcement of a daughter on January 21st at Hollymount, County Mayo, the wife of Thomas 

Willis, Esq.33 I note in a lot of articles written about Catherine Ferguson they say that her daughter died, but 

from the research done, I could not locate any record for a daughter that died but did find a Mary Margaret 

Willis on the census in 1901 in Dominic St Lower Galway with her extended family.34 



The story of Catherine Ferguson and her extended family – Part one, her life in Ireland. 

©Paula Kennedy             December 2021          Part one                    11 
 

 

Having found the census record for Dominic Street Galway, it opened up the doors to research her family 

further. It lists her aunt Margaret MacDonnell, wife to John Christopher MacDonnell, their son Patrick James, 

aged 9 year, and her grandmother Mary J Ferguson (Catherine’s mother). It would appear that the 

MacDonnell’s owned a shop and they had two employees, Kate Harrington a confectioner and Margaret 

Noonan a servant. Bedelia Burke also listed on the census was a sister to the famous Father Thomas Nicolas 

Burke, whose memorial statue is in the Claddagh.  Mary Margaret must have been left to Catherine’s sister 

and mother to raise her while she went to London and Canada. It was not that uncommon for children to be 

raised by grandparents and extended families during the early 19th century.  

The next record I find for Mary is when she a beneficiary in a will of Eliza Brady in 1901. Eliza Brady was her 

aunt (sister to Thomas Willis).  In the will of Eliza Brady, Mary receives “the sum of one hundred pounds stock 

of the great Southern railway company of Ireland portion of the three hundred pounds which I hold of the 

said stock for her own use and benefit absolutely. It also lists her sisters in the will, Margaret Ansbro and 

Bridget Costello. She leaves them 10 pound as a token of love and regard.  Fifty pounds to her niece Margaret 

Shipley otherwise Rutledge. Fifty pounds to her nephew William Willis Ansbro.”35 

Civil death record found for Eliza Brady, female, married, 54 years old, wife of an architect, John Brady 

present at death on 1901 April 18th in Mill street, Galway. 36   It looks like Eliza didn’t have any children. From 

the Calendars of Wills and Administrations 1858 – 1920 the National Archives of Ireland it shows that 

Michael Glynne (her first husband) late husband of Eliza Willis died on February 22nd 1870, left her 400 

hundred pounds.37 They lived in Caltra, near Claremorris, Co Mayo. She married John Brady on November 15, 

1877 in Dublin. Below is a snippet of the census 1901, in Galway of John Joseph Brady, aged 69 years, an 



The story of Catherine Ferguson and her extended family – Part one, her life in Ireland. 

©Paula Kennedy             December 2021          Part one                    12 
 

architect and widow, born in the town of Galway. He has a servant Honor Fleming aged 60 years, a widow 

also born in the town of Galway. Eliza had died in March 1901 shortly before the census was taken.38 

 

A death record was found for John Joseph Brady in 1904, October 15th, aged 76 years in which Mag M Willis 

is in attendance present at death at Mill Street.39 Margaret M Willis must have been closed to her Aunt and 

uncle.  From a few newspaper snippets from Irish newspapers in 1904 shows that he died in Galway. Irish 

Independent on October 24th 1904 reads Mr. John J Brady, an esteemed and leading Galway architect, has 

just passed away.40 

In 1907 Margaret Mary Willis gets married in Dublin. 

The civil marriage record says they were married on November 20th 1907 in the district of Rathmines in the 

county of Dublin in the presence of Arthur Cullinan and Lizzy Morley.  Her husband Arthur Patrick Wallace a 

chemist by profession residing in Rathmines, his father is Edmund Wallace. Mary Margaret Willis from 

Presentation Road, Galway, daughter of Thomas Willis a merchant. I note the marriage record doesn’t list 

Thomas Willis as deceased!41 

 

In the 1911 census Arthur Wallace and Mary Margaret Wallace, husband and wife are found in Galway he is 

listed as a pharmaceutical chemist, married 3 years and no children. He is listed as born in Co Clare and Mary 
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listed born in Co Mayo. Both can speak English and Irish.42 From civil birth record sourced on 

Irishgenealogy.ie it shows that Arthur Patrick Wallace was born on 1876, March 4th to parents Edmond 

Wallace and Laura Maria Wallace nee Davey, living in Old Mill Street, Ennis Co Clare. 43 

 

Margaret MacDonnell 

Margaret MacDonnell nee Ferguson was the only sister to Catherine Ferguson. She was born in 1853. She 

married John C MacDonnell in 1888 and they had one child Patrick MacDonnell. Civil death record found for 

Margaret MacDonnell dated August 12th 1908 at Dominick Street, Galway, wife of farmer, John C 

MacDonnell present at her death.44  In her will “FERGUSON Mary Josephine (51) 1 June   Probate of the Will 

of Mary Josephine Ferguson late of Dominick Street Galway County Galway Widow who died 28 April 1908 

granted at Tuam to John C. McDonnell and Martin McDonagh Merchants  Effects £232.45 I am assuming that 

Martin McDonagh is her 1st cousin as her mother’s maiden surname was McDonagh. 
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John MacDonnell 

According to the Irish Independent newspaper 1909 Sept 1st John MacDonnell was born in Ballygar in 1859, 

and was involved with National movement from his earliest years. He was active in promoting the 

organization the Land League. He was also a former member of the Mountbellew Board of Guardian.46 

The Dublin Weekly Nation on 05 May 1888 announces his marriage to Margaret Mary Ferguson. It lists 

Patrick Ferguson of Windfield lodge, Galway and Painstown Lodge Meath.47 

 

According to the Galway Express newspaper of 04 Sept 1909, “He was formerly a member of Mountbellew 

Board of Guardians. He was Vice-Chairman of the Galway County Council, and Chairman of the Finance and 

Proposal Committees, Chairman of the Galway Hospital Board, Vice-Chairman of the Ballinasloe Asylum 

Committee, Representative of County always on the General Council of County Councils Representative for 

Connaught on the Standing Committee of Technical Instruction. He was also a director of the City Woolen 

Factory, and he took a close and warm interest in the Galway Marble Works Co. 48 From the various 

newspaper coverage of his death it showed the he was a well respected man who was very involved in his 

community. 

On the Roscommon Messenger 04 September 1909, It records “MacDonnell- August 31, 1909, at a private 

hospital, Dublin, after a brief illness, John C MacDonnell, Vice-Chairman Galway County Council, of Dominick 

Street, Galway. The funeral took place on Thursday from Ballygar RC Church, at 2 o clock, for Killeroran 

cemetery. RIP 49  He died a year after his wife’s death.  

The Irish Independent newspaper dated September 1st 1909 50 also reports the death of John C MacDonnell 

…” it states that he was active in promoting the organization of the Land Leagues and acted as secretary of 

the National League and was on of the heartiest supporters of the plan of campaign”. 



The story of Catherine Ferguson and her extended family – Part one, her life in Ireland. 

©Paula Kennedy             December 2021          Part one                    15 
 

It would seem that John MacDonnell took an active part in the land League and for some years a member of 

the Mountbellew Board of Guardians and in 1891 he moved to Galway city. From the 1901 census he aged 

42 years and is living in Dominic Street and his occupation is listed as Chairman Finance Committee Galway 

Co Council, a Farmer and Shop keeper. 

Patrick MacDonnell 

In 1891 Patrick James MacDonnell is born to John Christopher MacDonnell of Dominick street and Margaret 

Mary McDonnell formerly Ferguson, a farmer. Margaret Ferguson is the sister to Kathleen Ferguson. 51 

 

I believe they had only one child Patrick. He is listed in the 1901 as Patrick James MacDonnell aged 9 years 

old living in Dominick Street Galway.  From a record found on ancestry there is a Patrick James Christopher 

studying in the UK, Medical and Dental Students Registers – 1910.52  In 1911 he is found Dublin, Rotunda, 

Denmark Street. He is a boarder and it appears he is a medical student, aged 19 years from Galway city. 53 

 

Walter and Margaret Burke 

Walter and Margaret Burke were Catherine Fergusons maternal grandparents. Walter Burke was born in 

1787 based on the information from his civil death record. He was a baker by trade. They had 5 children 

Mary, Thomas, Celia, Honor and Bedelia. He in died aged 85 years, living at Dominick Street, on 29th of 

November 1872. Ellen Sweeney was present at death.54 

 

Margaret Burke died two years after Walther in 1874; she was widowed and aged 85 years. Ellen Sweeney 

was present at death.55 
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Dublin Weekly Nation newspaper dated 22 November 1879 writes “Death of Mrs. Burke, Mother of the Very 

Rev. Father. T. N. Burke, O.P.- This venerable lady, relict of the late Mr. Walter Burke, of this city, and mother 

of the world-renowned Very Rev. Father Burke, P.P., died at her residence in Dominick-street on the 10th inst. 

She had the consolation during her last illness of the presence of her illustrious son, and she died happy and 

resigned, full of hope of a glorious resurrection. She was through life a pious, good Catholic, devoted to her 

religious duties, and exemplary in every relation in life. Yesterday evening her remains were removed to the 

pro-cathedral of St. Nicholas, and today there was solemn office for the Dead and High mass, at which the 

most Rev. Dr. McEvilly, Lord Bishop of Galway, &c., presided, commencing at eleven o Clock. After the High 

Mass, the remains which were enclosed in a richly mounted polished oak coffin were conveyed in Mr. Black’s 

state hearse, followed by mourning coach and a long line of carriages and cars, to the West Cemetery, for the 

interment in the family vault. The Very Rev. Father Burke, accompanied by his brother in law, Mr. Ferguson, 

walked the entire way immediately after the hearse. The lord bishop and clergy walked in procession, and the 

streets were thronged. The mournful cortege passed from the pro-cathedral down Abbeygate Street, by 

Merchants road through Eyre square, and down the principal streets to the West Cemetery. The shops and 

places of business in the town were closed during the funeral. The lord bishop pronounced the absolution at 

the tomb, the clergy present making the responses. The deceased lady was 85 years of age. RIP- Galway 

Vindicator of November 12.” 56 

Bedelia Burke 

Bedelia Burke was an aunt to Catherine Ferguson and sister to the famous father Thomas N Burke. She was 

born in 1823 to parents Walter Burke and Margaret Burke nee McDonough. It appears that Bedelia Burke 

ran a Confectionery shop on Dominic Street as she is listed on Slater’s Royal National Commercial Directory 

of 1856 Galway town. She is found on the 1901 census for Galway – Dominic Street, living with her niece 

Margaret MacDonnell and her family.  On January 29th 1908 Bedelia Burke died. The Galway Express 

newspaper dated  February 1st 1908 on their death column writes …”Burke – January 29th, at her residence, 

14 Dominick Street, Galway, at a ripe old age, Bedelia Burke, sister of the late Very Rev. T.N. Burke O.P.57 
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From the Civil death record found it states that Bedelia Burke was aged 85 years when she died on 1908 and 

Margaret MacDonnell niece of deceased was present at death. So she was born in the year 1823 in Galway.58 

Celia Burke 

Celia Burke was born in 1820 to parents Walter Burke and Margaret Burke nee McDonough. She was 

baptized on June 18th 1820 at Galway, St Nicholas North and East, Galway city. 59 

Honor Burke 

Honor Burke was born to parents Walter Burke and Margaret Burke nee McDonough and baptized on 12th of 

August 1821. 60 It looks like Mathias Kilkenny and Mary Lardiner are her sponsors. 

Father Thomas N Burke 

Father Thomas Nicolas Burke was an uncle to Catherine Ferguson. His sisters were Mary Ferguson nee Burke, 

Celia Burke, Honor Burke and Bedelia Burke. From the DICTIONARY OF IRISH BIOGRAPHY , James 

Quinn writes “Burke, Thomas Nicholas (‘Tom’) (1830–83), Dominican preacher and historian, was born 

Nicholas Anthony Burke on 8 September 1830 in Kirwan's Lane, off Cross St., Galway, fourth surviving child 

and only son of Walter Burke, baker, and Margaret Burke (née MacDonough). He was educated in Galway by 

the Brothers of St Patrick and later at Michael Winter's Academy”.61   A lot has been written about Father 

Thomas Burke. There is a statue of Thomas Burke at the Claddagh Quay in Galway in his memory. 

about:blank
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Below from the Evening Gazette Aberdeen newspaper dated 03 July 1883, gives an oversight of Father 

Thomas Burkes life.62 
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As we can see Catherine Fergusons family must have influenced her life deeply. Her uncle the famous Fr 

Thomas N Burke thought her religious and social tolerance, her father the importance of being well 

educated, her mother the love of music, which no doubt was reflected in her journalism later in life.  

In part two of the life of Catherine Ferguson / Kit Coleman, Dr Tara Giddens will look at her life from the time 

she left Ireland and began her journey into journalism.   In 2009, Tara received a BA in English, at Western 

Washington University in Bellingham, WA and an MA in Irish Literature at Maynooth University in 2015. She 

was then awarded an AHSS (Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences) PhD Teaching Fellowship at the University 
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of Limerick and, in 2021, completed her thesis “Investigating the Irish New Woman: Journalists in Media and 

Fiction” under the supervision of Dr. Tina O’Toole. Tara is currently teaching at UL and working on a few 

essays covering the women from her thesis. She plans to continue her research on Irish women journalists 

from the nineteenth century.  
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