
Carrownagappul
Birds of

Galway’s Living Bog

Snipe Naoscach (Amber-listed)
Widespread but declining breeding 
wader, nesting in bogs or wet fields in 
Carrownagappul. Very well camouflaged 
with a long, straight bill. In display flight, 
it  flies steeply downwards, which vibrates
its tail feathers and makes an eerie 
‘bleating’ noise which has given the 
Snipe the localised name in parts of 
Galway as ‘the bleating goat in the sky’. 

Red Grouse Cearc Fhraoigh (Red-listed)
A rare breeding bird in Ireland, and confined
to intact heather-dominated moorland in
Carrownagappul, year round. Medium-sized,
with chestnut-red plumage, while males
have a fleshy, red eyebrow in the 
breeding season, and occasionally 
can be heard on the bog giving 
distinctive “go-back!, go back!”
calls. Feeds on heather shoots.

Grasshopper Warbler Ceolaire Casarnaí (Amber-listed)
A summer migrant, arriving to Carrownagappul from Africa in
late April. Habitat is brambles and underbrush. It is a small bird
with lightly streaked, olive-brown plumage and, though highly
secretive and rarely seen, you can often hear their long ‘reeling’
call which sounds like a grasshopper, or a fishing reel being
wound in. This is most often heard in the evenings or night.
Feed on insects.
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Skylark Fuiseog (Amber-listed)
A common resident breeding bird. 
Small with brown plumage but has an
impressive song which is delivered from
high in the sky during the breeding 
season. Diet is insects and seeds. 
Breeds throughout Carrownagappul.

Kestrel Pocaire Gaoithe (Amber-listed)
A common, medium-sized, resident bird
of prey with brown plumage and black
tipped wings, easily recognised by habit
of hovering in one place while hunting. 
Its name in Irish translates as ‘the wind
puncher’. Its diet is small mammals and
small birds, lizards, frogs and beetles. 
Regularly seen hunting over 
Carrownagappul.

Lesser Redpoll Deargéadan
(Green-listed)
A common resident, Redpolls are a 
small finch, with streaked, light-brown
plumage and a distinctive red patch on
the forehead. Thery are often found in
small groups and are very vocal birds,
particularly in flight when they make a
buzzing trill interspersed with a “chet!
chet! chet!” call. Can be numerous flying
about the track north of the Patches 
garden at Carrownagappul. Diet is
mainly small seeds.

Blackcap Caipín Dubh (Green-listed)
A breeding warbler, and mainly a 
summer visitor, though it is increasingly
common in winter. Robin-sized, males
are silver-grey with a distinctive black
cap, while females and juveniles have a
brown cap. Has a melodious fluty song,
delivered from willows or other cover.
Food is insects and berries. Found
around the Patches garden and in 
the woodland. 

Cuckoo Cuach (Green-listed)
A sub-Saharan migrant which arrives to breed at Carrownagappul
in April and departs in August. Widespread in the west of Ireland
in bogs and open country. Breeds by laying an egg in the nests of
small birds such as Meadow Pipits, which will raise the chick as
their own. Male has instantly recognisable “Cuck-oo” call. 
Feeds on caterpillars.

Long-eared Owl Ceann Cait (Green-listed)
Widespread resident in low numbers, but very 
elusive, nesting in woodland on the edge of 
Carrownagappul. Extremely well camouflaged,
with bright orange eyes. They nest in old crows
nests in trees. The soft “hooo” call of the males
can be heard on quiet nights, and fledged
young have a distinctive ‘squeaky gate’ 
call in mid to late summer. Feeds on 
small mammals.


