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Hello members,

Welcome to our latest members newsletter.

We have had an exceptionally mild winter, meaning that since our last
newsletter in November there has been plenty of activity by our members,
both from the warmth of their home offices as well as in fields around the
country. 

There has been ongoing work in the background developing the association
and working on progressing the DSWAI from non–profit to charity status.
There has also been a lot  happening in the fields around Ireland with a
number of walling workshops happening as well as the DSWAI members
meet-up back in February.

In December we had our AGM where we saw three more directors elected to
the board of directors, bring the number of directors now to eight.

A number of ‘active’ committee members are working on developing a
strong submission to the National Heritage Plan Ireland 2030 which is

http://www.dswai.ie/


currently open for Public Consultation. Work is also ongoing on developing
the DSWAI’s first print publication to celebrate 10 years of the DSWAI.

If you are interested in becoming more involved in the association and
becoming an ‘active member’ we would love to hear from you. As always
you can contact us on info@dswai.ie.

We look forward to hearing from you. Enjoy the newsletter!

Slán go foil,

DSWAI Team

DSWAI Members meet up
23rd & 24th February
2019 Uisneach, Co.
Westmeath.
On the 23rd of February, DSWAI members
from around the country gathered in the
centre of Ireland for the associations first
members meet up, where members got
together to socialise and to have an open

brainstorming discussion on the future of the association. The association
was delighted to be able to host the event free to all members including the
great lunches provided at the visitors centre by Justin Moffatt.

The weekend started off with a wall building session, followed by the
members brainstorming session where a brief presentation was given on
where the DSWAI  currently is, its aspirations for the next few years and
how the association needs many more active members to help with the
workload and take the association to the next level.

That evening many members availed of the offer of an evening meal and
accommodation at the nearby Mount Dalton House, where they dined in the
great dining room of the great house built in 1780’s. Members then chatted
on well into the night in front of the warm glow of the open fire in the
drawing room. The following day construction continued on the wall until
after lunch, at which time the weekend closed with a tour by Justin Moffatt
of the Hill of Tara.



Dry Stone Wall First for Uisneach Report by DSWAI Member Michael

O’Shea

Ireland’s first dry stone wall performance
space is nearing completion at the Hill of
Uisneach outside Mullingar. The mythological
and sacred centre of Ireland is the home of
the annual Bealtaine Fire Festival each May.
Over 5,000 people are expected this year,
and the musical entertainment will as usual
be staged on several stages. One stage
however will provide a new experience for
performers and festival-goers alike. With dry

stone walls on three sides, the new stage will provide an amazing weather-
proof performance space.

“Dry stone walls are a feature of the Irish landscape and a link to our past”,
explains Lorcán Dunne from Athlone (pictured left with Justin Moffatt), who
has helped to organise the building of the structure. “The stage will be
walled on three sides, and then the floor will be installed along with all the
necessary wiring. There will be an access ramp at the rear for performers”.

The dry stone sides of the stage were built by volunteer members of the Dry
Stone Wall Association of Ireland over last weekend. Lorcán, a stonemason
and a member of the Association said that “it was an ideal opportunity for
several of our experienced members to introduce new members to the
wonders of walling, while building something really worthwhile for
Uisneach”. The front wall features a stone carving by Lorcán of Ériu, the
earth goddess from whose name we get Eire and Ireland. 

 The new structure has
delighted Justin Moffatt,
manager at Uisneach. “We
are gradually adding to our



facilities here so that we
can offer more to our
visitors and festival goers”
he said as he surveyed the
newly-built walls. “We are
really grateful to the
DSWAI and Lorcán for
this.”

Dry Stone Wall Restoration Workshop at Kilskyre, Co.
Meath

On the 27th of October last, DSWAI
members were involved in a free public
workshop in the restoration of a drystone
wall (circa 1836) running between the old
school house and the lane to the old
cemetery at Kilskyre village.

 

Under the watchful eyes of DSWAI
instructors Eddie Farrelly, Karl Kennedy
and Paul "Phaid" Cunningham, DSWAI
members and the local community worked
together to restore the wall and enhance
the local community.  

This was a collaboration between the Dry
Stone Wall Association of Ireland,
Gardeners Dynamic, volunteer members of
the community and the Kilskyre Pride of
Place group.

The project was funded by Meath County Council and the Kilskyre Historical
Society. Special thanks to Lill Coyne, Lavina Higgins and her husband Tom,
who all contributed greatly to the workshop.



On 24th of November last the DSWAI ran
the last farm workshop for 2018 in Grange
West, Co. Sligo.

The DSWAI collaborates with The National
Organic Skills Network (NOTS) on a
number of one day nationwide workshops,
aimed specifically at restoring and
maintaining farm walls.

Farmers are the caretakers of many of the
iconic dry-stone walls in our landscape. So
training landowners in the skills of wall
repair and maintenance is a vital part of
the association/s objectives in promoting
and preserving Ireland’s dry stone
heritage.

The wall repair on this workshop was a
double sided freestanding dry stone wall. These workshops are very well
received and the first farm wall workshops for 2019 have already been set,
with the first workshops starting in early April. More details about these
further down in the events section of this newsletter. Details can also be
found on the training and event section of our website.     

Farm Wall Workshop at Grange West, Co. Sligo Saturday 24th
November

https://nots.ie/courses/
https://www.dswai.ie/training


Last weekend saw the 3rd ever West Cork Stone Symposium, growing from
strength to strength. This symposium is directed by local resident and
DSWAI member Victor Daly, a stone carver in the area. The festival is co-
organised and supported by the Sheep’s Head & Bantry Tourism
Cooperative and the Dry Stone Wall Association of Ireland.

The first three West Cork Stone Symposia
saw the festival move around to various
villages on the Sheepshead peninsula. This
year the festival was in the largest of the
peninsula’s villages, the town of Durrus.
With a population of just over 300 people,
the village is big enough to cater for festival
goers yet still maintain the intimate feel that
makes these festivals such a success.

One of the challenges of moving the festival
to new locations every year can be getting
the local community to buy into the idea.
The community in Durrus welcomed the

festival with open arms and it was this community support that made the
festival such a big success, with many participants suggesting it may just
have been the best symposium yet.

The workshops at this year’s festival were
facilitated at two locations in the village. The
stone carving workshops and talks were held in
the wonderful facility that is The Philips Green
Centre in the village, with the dry stone walling
workshops facilitated at the newly built GAA

pitch on the approach to the village.

The West Cork Stone Symposium Report Sunny Wieler (photos by Karl
Kennedy & Sunny Wieler)



Under the watchful eyes of our
instructors, 138ft of dry stone
wall was built in 3 days by a
wonderful group of people who
have never dry stone walled
before. Each day up to 20
complete amateurs arrived on
site at the Muintir Bhaire GAA
Club and completed a section of
wall from foundation to cope.

Using locally quarried stone
from DSWAI member, Tadhg
Hegarty’s farm, the Muintir

Bhaire GAA Club and local community were absolutely thrilled with the
results of the wall. The wall creates a boundary to the GAA Pitch carpark
and will be a lasting tribute to the craft of dry stone walling.

Set into that wall is a pair of hands
- modelled on the club's crest -
created by John Joe Bowen, who
has made a gift of this
extraordinary sculpture to the
community. The piece, which was
crafted from metal reclaimed from
local fishing boats, is a beautiful
example of skill, creativity,
friendship and community
experienced at the West Cork
Stone Symposium.

There were also a number of great talks and tours over the weekend. A visit
to Durrus would not be complete without a visit to the famous Visit Durrus
Cheese. Charlie McCarthy also will lead a guided walk on the Sheep’s Head
close to Durrus, including spectacular views from the ridge and insights into
local history and geology.

The symposium included talks by world class speakers, including:
Uncovering the Past: Unearthing a 5,00-year-old Passage Tomb



Dr Clíodhna Ní Lionáin of University College, Dublin – a familiar face at the
West Cork Stone Symposium! – talked about the fascinating process of
uncovering a 5,500-year-old passage tomb at Dowth Hall in the heart of the
Brú na Bóinne World Heritage site in Co Meath.

Sculpting the Sculptor: Creating a Bust of Seamus Murphy

The English sculptor Nigel Baxter talks about his project to create a stone
bust in tribute to the sculptor Seamus Murphy – a homage to the Cork
craftsman and his legacy. The crowd-funded project, which saw Nigel work
on the bust in the Crawford Gallery in Cork, is a wonderful testament to the
traditions and connections that link generations of people who create with
stone.

Sacred Stones and the Cult of Sun Worship

Professor William O’Brien of University College Cork give an open-air talk at
Ballycommane, just outside Durrus, to explain the story and significance of
its boulder-burial site and pair of standing stones.

The symposium was also delighted to get national radio coverage when a
presenter for RTÉ Radio One's, Drivetime show came to experience the
symposium.

Dates for the West Cork Stone Symposium 2020 have already been
announced for 27th-29th of March 2020. You can sign up for WCSS 020
updates here. Or check out the website www.westcorkstonesymposium.com

Other association news
The DSWAI AGM 2018 was held in the Radisson Blu Hotel on Saturday 8th
December 2018. 13 members attended with apologies from another 13.

Three new directors (and two of the longest standing directors) were
elected, and the board of DSWAI was increased to 8 from 5. Great news for
DSWAI, bringing fresh energy and ideas to the committee.

Strategy Meetings: Suggested during the meeting as a way to invigorate
the membership and encourage more participation in the running and
development of DSWAI. A members meeting was proposed and Uisneach
chosen with the dates of 23rd & 24th February suggested. The subsequent
meeting proved a very positive development arising from the AGM and
brought new members as well as vital new input to the association on how
we can evolve as an organisation. Hopefully the first of many members
meetings. Members are encouraged to network with others in their local and
geographical area and hold meetings of their own. Support and
encouragement can be assumed if members contact admin with members

https://us14.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=53c13b17801309202681842d5&id=ecb006a44b
http://www.westcorkstonesymposium.com/


meeting ideas.

Presentations: Three presentations were given by three members/officers
at the AGM. Our Treasurer Karl Kennedy presented the accounts for the
year, Sunny Wieler shared statistical information on the membership and
Kenneth Curran presented on DSWAI activities during 2018 on behalf of the
board of directors. Members were informed of the addition of SWOOFEE
cards as a way for members to renew their membership and for members of
the public to make contributions to DSWAI. It is secure and safe way to pay
using your smart phone and bank card, without having to have a card
reader or paypal account.

Arising from the presentations it was suggested DSWAI needed to develop
in a number of key areas. Treasury, governance and membership were
identified. A membership officer was needed as well as a co-treasurer
position. Michael O'Shea has since been appointed as DSWAI Membership
Officer and he is doing great work on managing and growing the
membership.

Intangible Cultural Heritage: Also discussed at the AGM was the UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage inventory and the addition of Dry Stone Walling
as an activity of ICH by 8 European countries. DSWAI have been in
communication with the Department of Culture, Heritage and The Gaeltacht
since an application was lodged with them in February 2018 to have Dry
Stone Walling in Ireland added to our national inventory of ICH. Responses
from the Department have been positive to date and the Board are hopeful
of progressing this issue significantly during 2019. All members are invited
to please feel free to contact admin with any submissions, suggestions,
offers to help with this topic. We would love to hear from any of you.

DSWAI/NOTS Farm Dry Stone Wall Workshops: Also discussed at the
AGM was the addition of more locations to the Farm Dry Stone Wall
Workshops run in partnership with National Organic Training Skillnet (NOTS)
. All members are invited to contact admin with any proposals they may
have for new locations and new instructors for these workshops.

Resolutions: It was proposed and passed to formalise the nomination and
election of officers process for DSWAI further. After discussion, those
present voted to have "prior notice of nominations to the board of directors
be required within a fixed time period" A period of 28 days in advance of the
AGM was accepted and ratified by all present.

Other AGM news: For further AGM news a link to the minutes can be found
for members here.

https://st3.ning.com/topology/rest/1.0/file/get/713426723?profile=original


Update 16/03/2019

On 20th of January this year the Board of Directors of DSWAI agreed to
continue with the application for Charity status.

On 21st January the process was commenced with the opening of an
account with the charities regulator.

This process will involve the development of policy documents and plans for
DSWAI in order to ensure compliance and acceptance of the application.
The Board of Directors of DSWAI is committed to working through this
process. Once the charity application is completed DSWAI will be issued
with charitable status which can be used to apply to Revenue for a CHY tax
number. More news on this as the association reaches any significant goals
within the process

Website

We are constantly working to improve the association
website as we want to provide you with the best
service we can, so we really value your feedback; it
helps us to continue to improve and develop. We have
just added a feedback button to the website and we encourage site visitors
to use it.  Tell us what you like, Tell us what you don't like. Report glitches.
Where can we do better?  All feedback is appreciated.

10 Years of the DSWAI

This year The Dry Stone Wall Association is
reaching an important milestone. To mark
the occasion the association plans on
bringing out their first printed publication.

We plan on producing a booklet that will act as an aid for those wanting to
know more about dry stone walls, the benefits of dry stone construction, a
how to guide as well as a story of the DSWAI to date. We are looking to
develop a committee of members to work on the publication. We will be
looking for members help with a number of aspects, including: research,
content writing, photography, software & publication, funding/sponsorship.

If you have experience in any of these areas or wish do get involved please
do contact us info@dswai.ie. We would be delighted to hear from you.      

DSWAI charity status application

mailto:info@dswai.ie


Public Consultation

In late 2018 the Dept of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht published the
outline of a new plan for the development of the built and natural heritage
of Ireland for the ten years 2020-30. A public consultation process was
launched, asking citizens and organisations to submit their observations and
ideas. The DSWAI has made a submission which emphasises the urgent
need for dry stone walls and other structures to be included in the plan.

In order to prepare our submission, members Eddie Farrelly and Louise Price
met with the Heritage Officer for Cavan-Monaghan. This meeting provided a
useful sounding board in developing the ideas around our submission.
Members were also asked to make individual submissions in support of the
inclusion of dry stone walls in the plan.

Thanks to everyone who already made a submission on behalf of our dry
stone heritage. If you wish to view the submission made on behalf of the
DSWAI or wish to make a submission you can do so here

Membership Update

The number of members continues to rise, which is important as it is one of
our main sources of income – thank you! We now have over 130 members
hailing from Ireland, Northern Ireland and no less than eight other countries.

We plan to have a membership desk at all of the Festivals that are running
this year. First out of the blocks was the West Cork Stone Symposium in
March, following which we received a steady stream of applications. Next up

Heritage Ireland 2030

https://www.dswai.ie/single-post/2019/03/29/Heritage-Ireland-Public-Consultation-2030?fbclid=IwAR2WQWIo2PS5j1sm7jJRM9mxGG74GCuMK5ZovqMXMGLuPWyawM6t6OklK-U


is Set in Stone in Cork in early April.

Membership Fees

The Board has decided to increase the annual membership fee to €25. This
is still a relatively small amount compared to other bodies. In another
change the membership year will in future run from March to February. If
you join before October in a year your membership will run until the
following 28th February. Members who join from October to February will
receive membership up to the following February twelve months.

Thank you to everyone who has renewed
their memberships this year. Your €25
fee goes a long way to keeping the
forum and website up and running. If
you have received a renewal notice
please remember to renew your
membership.

To renew your membership now you can
simply scan this QR code on your phone
and enter your card details along with
your name or membership number along with your payment amount (1 year
€25) If you don’t have a QR reader on your phone you can also simply click
here

If you are unsure about the status of your membership or need assistance in
renewing please don’t hesitate to contact us by email at info@dswai.ie and
we will get you sorted. 

Gift memberships also available.

Development Plan
There is a very large volume of
work to be done to promote the
craft of dry stone building, and to
preserve our existing heritage. We
need to build a basic structure for
the Association, one that will be
capable of supporting the active

members as they work to deliver on the aims of the Association. The Board
has therefore begun a process of reworking every aspect of our
organisation.

The target is to set up a group of committees, each dedicated to a specific
task, such as Finance or Heritage & Conservation.  At the same time we are



rewriting the Articles of Association, improving our corporate governance,
and applying for charitable status, along with several other initiatives.

This is a medium-term project, one that will take months and years rather
than weeks. The Board is putting together a document that summarises all
of this, and plan to open the discussion up to members later this year so
that everyone can have an input into the future development of the
Association.  

Your Association Needs You
The DSWAI has a lot of projects on the go at any
one time, but there is an even larger number
that we have not yet started simply because we
do not have enough people to do the work.

We have several aims, just one of which is to
“enhance the knowledge of a wider audience of

the key place that dry stone structures have in our heritage”. That “wider
audience” is enormous, even if we discount the general public, and only
consider other bodies which have an influence. Reaching out to architects,
engineers, third-level institutions, local authorities and government
departments would just be scratching the surface. If we add in organisations
from A (An Oige and An Taisce) to Z (the Zoo and the Zero Waste Alliance)
then we have an additional eighty-plus bodies to contact, meet with and
present our case.

This is just one example. If you have any free time, no matter how little,
please get in touch with us and let us know. Just email info@dswai.ie and we
will take it from there. 

Official DSWAI Tshirts.

mailto:info@dswai.ie


Members Forum Photos Highlight

Switzerland. Vallée de Joux.

"A good idea for communication about dry stone
wall protection...Un exemple à suivre..."

Posted by Benjamin Malecki

We are delighted to announce we have just ordered our first batch of our
official DSWAI  Tshirts. Featuring a drawing of combination wall in
Connemara. These Tshirts were launched at the West Cork Stone
Symposium on the 22nd of March and are now on general sale on our
website. Once the stock runs out there may be a wait before the next batch
is ordered so order your shirt ahead of the rush for €20 + Postage &

Packaging. You can order them on the DSWAI website shop or buy oneat 
one of our events. 

As many of you know, your membership includes access to our online
members forum where we encourage members to share their dry stone
photos and get involved in discussions. Here are some highlighted photos
posted by members on the forum.

Photos posted in ‘Stone Spotters’ Discussion on the forum. Posted by Sunny
Wieler.

In the gardens of Mount Dalton house, Co. Westmeath was this wonderful
and unique raised beech tree avenue walkway, on a dry stone ditch.

http://westcorkstonesymposium.com/
https://www.dswai.ie/shop


SET IN STONE April 6th – 7th

Two day workshop in Traditional Stonework in
Cork City.

Workshops include: Dry Stone Walling/ Lime
Mortars/ Architectural Stone Cutting/ Letter
Cutting and Arch Construction and Installation.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND The workshop is aimed
primarily at heritage groups and organisations, members of the public, and
property owners. However limited places are available to architects,
builders, craftspeople, local authority staff, planners, and other
practitioners.

 VENUE This 2 day workshop will take place in Bessborough, Mahon, Cork.

FEE THE TOTAL COST FOR THE COURSE IS 2 DAYS: €100 per person.
Concessions of €60 for unwaged, OAP etc. 1 DAYS: €50 per person.
Concessions of €30 for unwaged, OAP etc. COURSE BOOKINGS To book a
place please log on to https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/set-in-stonetraditional-
stone-workshop-tickets-55758621538 For any queries or further information
contact Claire Ring at 021 492 4713

Events

Woolapalooza in Airfield 5th - 6th May,
Dundrum Co Dublin

The Airfield Estate in Dundrum Co Dublin is a
working farm just a stone’s throw from the
Dundrum Town Centre. On the Sunday and
Monday of the May Bank Holiday Weekend
(5th - 6th May) Airfield will host
Woolapalooza, described as Ireland’s most
unique suburban farming festival. This year
the DSWAI will be there, demonstrating dry
stone wall building in local granite.

So, if you are in Dublin that weekend do
come out and visit us. Over 10,000 visitors

are expected over the two days. You will find more details on the
Woolapalooza website, and there is a 15% discount at the moment for
online bookings.

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/set-in-stonetraditional-stone-workshop-tickets-55758621538%20


The 5th Annual Mulranny Stone Wall Festival will take place from the
10th – 12th May 2019. The festival includes an exciting programme of
talks, demonstrations and dry stone wall building along the Great Western
Greenway at Mulranny, Co. Mayo. https://mulrannystonewallfestival.ie/  

The Tír Chonaill Stone
Festival will this year be in
Ardara, County Donegal, Ireland
13th - 16th June Booking to open
soon more information on the
website:

http://www.tirchonaillstonefestival.com/

Féile na gCloch on Inis Oirr has been

confirmed for 19th – 22nd of September.

Full details are yet to be released and we
will update the training and events section
on our website as soon as this information
becomes available. 

https://mulrannystonewallfestival.ie/%20%20
https://www.airfield.ie/woolapalooza-festival/
http://www.tirchonaillstonefestival.com/


     2019 Spring Farm Stone Wall Workshops

6th of April – GLENFARNE, CO. LEITRIM https://nots.ie/courses/dry-
stone-farm-wall-leitrim/
20th of April – DROMORE WEST, SLIGO https://nots.ie/courses/dry-
stone-wall-sligo-april/
4th of May - GRANGE, COUNTY SLIGO https://nots.ie/courses/dry-farm-
stone-wall-sligo-may/

Contributions

Many hands make light
work. We encourage all
members to submit articles,
photos and news for
inclusion in our newsletter
as well as for our annual
printed publication, the first

Kind regards,

From all the DSWAI admin
and board of Directors.

of which we hope to bring
out before the end of the
year.  Submissions can be
made by email to
info@dswai.ie

Dry Stone Wall Association of
Ireland
Ground Floor, 8-9 Marino Mart, Fiarview,,
Clontarf, Dublin 3
Ireland

https://www.dswai.ie/training
https://nots.ie/courses/dry-stone-farm-wall-leitrim/
https://nots.ie/courses/dry-stone-wall-sligo-april/
https://nots.ie/courses/dry-farm-stone-wall-sligo-may/

