
The Story of Elizabeth Carberry 

 

When Elizabeth Carberry was born in 1832 in Galway, 

Ireland, her father, Michael, was 37, and her mother, 

Sarah, was 27. Not much is known about her life prior 

to traveling to Australia. But one can only imagine the 

difficulties the family experienced during the famine 

years.  Catherine had a sister Mary Carberry, born in 

1834. It is believed both their parents died in 1852, the 

year the girls were transported to Australia. It is 

possible they had other siblings that went to the USA, 

as a lot of other workhouse orphan girls from 

Mountbellew had. This has yet to be confirmed. 

Researchers will add to Elizabeth’s story in time, as 

they collate additional information. Again we would 

like to thank all the descendants of Elizabeth Carberrys 

descendants for providing stories, images and newspaper clippings. 

 

Mountbellew Workhouse 

The Mountbellew Poor Law Union was officially declared in 1850. The Workhouse was formally opened 

on 22nd February 1850. It was created from the northern part of the Ballinasloe union and occupied an 

area of 160 square miles. It comprised of the 

following electoral divisions: Annagh, Caltra, 

Ballynakill, Castleblakeney, Castleffrench, 

Clonbrock, Cloonkeen, Cooloo, Derryglassaun, 

Kileroran, Killian, Mountbellew, Mounthazel and 

Taghboy.  It was to house 500 paupers. The 

Guardians met each week. They were made up 

of elected guardians who owned property worth 

over 25 pounds a year. Each Workhouse had Board of Guardians, Clerk, Treasurer, Relieving Officer, 

District Medical officer, Master, Matron, Chaplain, School master or mistress, workhouse medical 

officer, nurse, porter, superintendent of outdoor labour and overseer.  The new Mountbellew Union 



workhouse was erected on a six-acre site about a mile to the south-east of Mountbellew Bridge. 

Designed by the Poor law Commissioners architect George Wilkinson. It s construction cost £5,150 plus 

£920 for fittings etc. The site later became a Vocational and Technical college. The front, dining hall, and 

kitchen blocks still survive in the present college building.  The County was very much affected by the 

famine of 1845-47. The population had fallen due to deaths and emigration. 

www.workhouses.org.uk/Mountbellew/  Access Date, July 19th, 2020 

 

The girls that set sail on the Palestine ship from Mountbellew Workhouse were:  

ATKINS Marianne 18, BUTLER Mary 19, 

CARBERRY Elizabeth 20, CARBERRY 

Mary 18, COLDHAN Celia 20, 

COLEMAN Catherine 16, CONCANNON 

Biddy 22, CUNNINGHAM Catherine 20, 

CUNNINGHAM Mary 20 DOOLEY Mary 

20, EGAN Margaret 18, EGAN Martha 

18, FITZGERALD Biddy 18, FLANAGAN 

Mary 18, FLYNN Mary 18, GERAGHTY 

Mary 21, GLYNN Catherine 18, 

HANSBERRY Ellen 22, HEAVY Mary 20, 

HUGHES Catherine 18, KILFOYLE Mary 

22, KILROY Mary 20, LOWE Marie 19, 

MANNION Mary 24, NEILLE Jane 18, 

NEILLE Maria 18, NOON Mary 20, 

STAUNTON Biddy 19 

TAYLOR Mary 19, TULLY Biddy 21 and 

TULLY Catherine 22.  
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The trip and voyage to Australia 

The orphan girls travelled over land to Dublin and from there they sailed to Plymouth, where they 

stayed for two days for processing prior to their departure on November 29th 1852 for Australia. The 

orphan girls arrived in Freemantle in Western Australia 28 April 1853 after five long and probably 

terrifying months at sea. It was feared at one stage the ship was lost at sea due to bad storms.  The ship 

docked at the Cape of Good Hope from March 19th – 22nd in 1853 to restock essential items for the 

remainder of the voyage. Once they arrived in Western Australia (the Swan River Colony) it was a 

remote and an undeveloped place, hot and often inhospitable climate, this colony was not an inviting 

and welcoming place.  During this period of time there was strong prejudice in the colony against the 

Irish and Catholics, so life was not easy for these young girls.  

The care of the Workhouse orphan girls was transferred to immigrant Orphan Committees. The ships 

were met by the Immigration Agent, and personal details of every immigrant was recorded.  

 

Elizabeth’s Life in Western Australia 

It is not known yet where either Elizabeth or Mary (her sister) got work after arriving in Australia, but 

the researchers are currently working on this. Two years after arriving in Western Australia, Elizabeth 

married James Maguire on May 31, 1855, in Perth, Western Australia, Australia. They had nine children 

in 17 years.  

 

 James Maguire was born in 1834, Limerick, Ireland, and 

died on 13 Jan 1915, Dardanup, Western Australia, 

Australia.  His brother was john Joseph Maguire was 

born in 1821, he married Catherine McGuiness.  He also 

had a sister Patience (twin to John Joseph). His father 

James Maguire was born in 1789 in Limerick, Ireland and 

died 28th of January 1854 in Bunbury, WA, Australia. 

 

 

 

James Maguire – (1834 – 1915) Image provided by descendant 
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Children born to Elizabeth and James Maguire 

1. John Maguire b. 1856, Binup Park, WA, d. 1897,  

2. Michael Maguire b. 1873, in Dardanup, WA and died in 1911. He married Catherine Mary 

Milligan (1882-1969). 

3. Thomas Carberry Maguire b. 1857, Prinsep Park, Western Australia, d. 17 Mar 1897, Bunbury, 

He died at the age of 40 years. 

4. Mary Jane Maguire b. 1859, Prinsep Park, Western Australia, d. 1945, Perth, WA. 

5. Sarah Ann Maguire b. 1861, Prinsep Park, WA. 

6. James Maguire b. 1863, Dardanup, Western Australia, Australia, d. 12 Jan 1929, Perth Dist., WA. 

7. Michael Maguire b. 1866, Dardanup, Western Australia, Australia, d. 1868, WA. He died as a 

child. 

8. Annie Maguire b. 1868, Dardanup, Western Australia, Australia, d. 15 Jul 1962, Perth, WA. She 

married William Stokes in 1896 in Perth, WA. She died at the age of 94 years. 

9. Elizabeth Margaret Maguire b. 1870, Dardanup, Western Australia, Australia, d. 6 Aug 1901, 

Karridale. 

 

Elizabeth Carberry died on November 24, 1886, in Dardanup, Western Australia, Australia, when she was 

54 years old. Through discussions with descendants with regards to Elizabeth and her family it was 

discovered that her husband James Maguire helped famous Fenian John Boyle O Reilly make his escape 

in 1869 from Australia to America. Thanks to Elizabeth’s descendant for sharing an interview Anne 

Stokes (Elizabeth and James Maguire daughter) did in December 1952 which is recorded on the 

newspaper West Australian. 

 

The Mark Of Boyle O'Reilly's Escape  (taken from the newspaper “West Australian” in Dec 1952) 

There is a remarkable, gracious old lady of 83 years living at West Leederville. The people of Western 

Australia should know about her, if only for the reason that I came nearly 13,000 air miles from the 

other side of the world in the hope of finding someone like her. I was not disappointed. It was a case of 

love at first sight. She is Mrs. Anne Stokes of 68 McCourt-street, the only surviving child of James 

Maguire, who down Dardanup way - By MARTIN C. CARROLL Fulbright Research Fellow. In 1869 did a 

brave and generous thing for another human being in desperate need. I wanted to see Mrs. Stokes 

because of what her father had done, but I've almost forgotten that because of what she herself has 

done and is this very minute. Annie Stokes is often confined to the couch placed in one corner of her 



room near the curtained window. From here she can glance backwards and upwards on the two large 

portraits of her more famous father and mother, Elizabeth Maguire. From here, too, she can see 

other pictures, those of her seven children, thirteen grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. She 

doesn't boast about them. It’s quite a job even to get her to talk about them. But they are what she has 

done, and their presence is all around her.  

The Scar  

There is a scar slashed across Annie Stokes's forehead. You don't notice it among the gentle wrinkles 

until she draws your attention to it. It is there as her contribution to the escape of John Boyle O'Reilly, 

the Fenian convict. All the Maguire’s made that escape their own act of heroism and foolishness and 

faithfulness. Because of it James Maguire jeopardized his own safety and the welfare of his wife and 

children. "He did it," Annie Stokes will tell you, "because he was a generous and warm-hearted man. 

Boyle O'Reilly came to him. I can still remember my father talking of how Boyle, poor Boyle, cried and 

cried in desperation for help." There was no doubt about the fact that O'Reilly needed help. 

As a young wild-hearted Irish- man of 20 he had been found guilty of treason and two years later, in 

1868, he was transported from Portland prison to the Fremantle establishment under a life sentence. 

The official police correspondence ex changed at the time of his escape mentions that a short time 

before he had twice attempted suicide. Annie Stokes's mother, nervous, tense, was preparing food to be 

taken to O'Reilly who was expected to escape from his convict road party that night. There was a quick 

accident, a shower of sparks from the stove, confusion, a fall. When it was all over Elizabeth Maguire's 

daughter was marked for life. The plan of escape called for Boyle O'Reilly to be picked up by an 

American whaling vessel, the Vigilant, which that day was leaving Bunbury. The ship believed its name, 

the plan miscarried and as a result there was a visitor at the Maguire’s for the next fortnight. The 

children were not supposed to know about it but in the way of children they all knew. Why else were 

they forbidden to go near the cupboard adjoining the kitchen? What other reason was there for the bed 

made up by the fireplace and the pot of Irish stew left on the table beside it? More than a week passed. 

The bed disappeared. Every day now their father would go off in the direction of the sandhills, 

carrying a package of food with which he never returned. The police came and inquired and searched 

the house while the children in silent wonder looked on. Strict orders had been issued at Bunbury and 

Fremantle that O'Reilly must be retaken. Whispering By this time it was whispered about by many that 

James Maguire was being seen often in Bunbury and that another American whaling vessel, the Gazelle, 

was soon due to depart. So it did on March 3. Among its crew members was a new man by the name of 

Brown with the black hair, the brown eyes, the oval face and dark complexion of John Boyle O'Reilly. 



Less than eight years later the Fenian ex-convict was part owner and editor-in-chief of the "Boston 

Pilot," a newspaper which had been appearing in New England for more than 30 years. Every ship from 

America that landed at 

Bunbury or Fremantle 

carried copies of the 

"Boston Pilot" 

addressed to James 

Maguire. Annie Stokes 

will tell you about those 

copies of the "Boston 

Pilot." They were all in 

the way of reward that 

her father ever 

received. He wanted 

and would have 

accepted no other. Yet 

his farm prospered, his 

nine children blessed his 

name and he himself 

lived until his 83rd year. 

His daughter can tell 

you all about that.  

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/news

paper/article/49070595 

 

 

Who was John Boyle O Reilly  

In 1866, many Fenians were arrested in Ireland including John Boyle O Reilly. They were sent to Arbor 

Hill prison.  He was trialled and charged with treason and was subsequently transported to Western 

Australia with 61 other Fenian prisoners.  The Hougoumonts ship was the last convict ship to transport 



to Western Australia.  After arriving in Freemantle in 1868, he was sent to Freemantle prison but after a 

month was transferred to Bunbury.  He formed a strong friendship with a priest, Fr. Patrick McCabe. This 

same priest helped him escape from Western Australia. They hatched a plan, so on Feb 1869 John O 

Reilly absconded from his work and met up with James Maguire (Elizabeth’s husband).  As we have read 

previously Elizabeth’s daughter Anne Stokes recollection of what happened in the attached newspaper 

article on the West Australian.  

John Boyle O Reilly successfully escaped from WA in 1869, apparently the first man to do so. He was 

married to Mary Agnes Murphy and they lived in America.  They married in 1872 and they had 4 

children. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Boyle_O%27Reilly accessed Sept 2020 

 

News clipping from the Perth Gazette and West Australian Times, 17 January 1868, announcing the 

arrival of the ship Hougoumont in Freemantle.   
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Death record of John Boyle O Reilly in Boston USA in 1880, August 10th. Ancestry 

 

 

As we garner more information, we will add to the stories of these young orphan girls. If any 

descendants want to get in contact we would be delighted to hear from you. 

Contact : 

Email: Galwayancestors@gmail.com or 

Facebook: Mountbellew Workhouse Orphan Girls Project(original) 
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