
Press Release 

GALWAY’S HOLY WELLS  

One of County Galway’s virtual contributions for Heritage Week 2020 is a short film ‘Recording 

Galway’s Holy Wells’. It was produced as part of the ongoing ‘Audit of the Holy Wells of the County of 

Galway’ which was commissioned by the Heritage Office, Galway County Council, as an action 

of Galway County Heritage and Biodiversity Plan 2017 – 2022.   The Audit is funded by Galway 

County Council and the Heritage Council. 

Zena Hoctor, Heritage Consultant, who presents the film said ‘The purpose of this film is to highlight 

the intrinsic features of holy wells and encourage the exploration of this aspect of our intangible 

cultural heritage and the sharing of this ‘heritage on our doorstep’ through the Galway’s Holy Wells 

project’.  The film focusses on St Dymphna’s Well in Killeenadeema, Loughrea and can be viewed at 

https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/places/holy-wells-of-the-county-of-

galway/recording-galways-holy-wells 

Marie Mannion, Heritage Officer, Galway County Council said ‘Involving the people of the County of 

Galway in the gathering and sharing of information about their local holy wells is a primary aim of ‘The 

Audit of the Holy Wells of the County of Galway’. 

The Audit was launched to coincide with National Holy Wells Day on June 14, 2020 when a promotional 

bi-lingual poster, introductory video, dedicated email address and web page were developed.  

Through social media call-outs, emails, press coverage and radio interviews, an invite was extended 

to the Galway County community to participate in the project. A great response has been received 

with many photos and stories about holy wells being shared and it is planned to continue this 

participatory process.  

A specialised digital app is currently being developed for input of all the information collected through 

community participation, desk research and field survey. The data collected will be uploaded to the 

Galway County Council GIS system for analysis and visualisation. An interactive map, reports and 

images will be generated, shared through the Galway County Council and Galway Community Heritage 

website and promoted through the County Heritage Network. The resulting open data can then be 

utilised for future community heritage projects.  

If you know of any holy wells in your area, please join this community project by emailing your 
information, stories and photos to the project galwayholywells@gmail.com   
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

END 

For further information please contact: 

Zena Hoctor, Heritage Consultant, Email Zena Hoctor zenahoctor@gmail.com  or phone (087) 

2938591 

Marie Mannion, Heritage Officer, Galway County Council Email mmannion@galwaycoco.ie  or phone 

087 9088387  
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