Archaeology of the N17/
Milltown to Gortnagunned
road project

Jerry O’Sullivan TlI Archaeologist
Milltown Community Hall
Heritage Week 2025
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Archaeological Surveys and
Excavations by IAC Archaeology
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o Bronze Age burnt mounds (5 No)
o Medieval charcoal-making pits (4 No)

o Medievalfarmstead: field ditches, grain
kilns, ironworking

o 19th-century lime-burning kiln
o Hugh Carey ancestral homestead
o Connolly’s Cottage early byre house

o Roadside townland name stones




Drone survey image of ‘Connolly’s Cottage’—an early byre house on the N17 (IAC Archaeology)
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Electrical resistance survey on the Hugh Carey
homestead site in Drum by Dr Ger Dowling
with Kat Thomson of IAC Archaeology




Hand-dug test excavations on the Hugh Carey ancestral house site in Drum
Muireann Ni Cheallachain (Excavation Director) and Tim Coughlan (IAC Archaeology)



Test excavations by machine, under archaeological supervision, on the N17 route (IAC Archaeology)




Bronze Age Burnt Mounds
In Drum and Gortnagunned
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tal burnt mound site at Rathbarry, Co. Cork (A Hawkes & J O’Driscoll 2012)
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| Artist’s impression of daily life in Middle Bronze Age round-houses (Dan Tiezsch-Tyler)




Charcoal-making Pits in Drum



Oak charcoal in the base of a Charcoal burningin the Lake District
medieval charcoal-burning pit (Alfred Heaton Cooper 1905)
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plica ironworker’s shaft furnace onnell Furnace Festival, Co. Clare 2024
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Medieval Farmstead in Drum




Topsoil stripping in Drum exposed field ditches, grain-drying kilns and a
metalworking area on the site of a medieval farmstead (IAC Archaeology)
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—-— [Limit of Excavation

Remnants of a grain-drying kiln in a C-shaped e

ditched enclosure on the medieval farmstead site — -

in Drum (IAC Archaeology)




Wooden and straw/sod
superstructure

Drying cereal grain

Straw bed Racking

Wooden supports Lk

rubble wall

P

Fire bowl Drying chamber

Artist’s reconstruction of a medieval grain-drying kiln (Hugh Kavanagh 2023)



Pottery, glass, iron objects, animal bone,
] plat remains (weed species)

Cereal kiln
AD 1430-1630

AD 14201670 %

« and AD 1490—1660/ o

————— ey Cereal kilns

R e

AD 1680-1960
0 20m

Medieval fields on a farmstead at Baltrasna, Co. Meath (Donal Fallon for CRDS Ltd)
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Pottery, plant remains,
indusirial waste,
copper-alloy sheet

Drain —
Pottery, cereal grain,
Industrial waste, nails

10m

Medieval forge on a farmstead at Cookstown, Co. Meath (Richard Clutterbuck for CRDS Ltd






Hugh Carey (alias Kirrane)
Ancestral Homestead in Drum



Governor Hugh Carey (1919-2011)

‘ o Bornin Brooklyn

o lIrish grandparents, Michael Kirrane and
Delia Grehan, from Milltown

o Decorated officerin World War

o Lawyer and entrepeneur

o Senior member Democratic Party

o US Congressman 1960-1974

o Governor of New York 1974-1982

o Peace campaigner Northern Ireland

Promoted progressive legislation




To the Memary of
HUGH L. CAREY {1913 - 2011]
Whose paternal grandparents
were born'in this parish
MIEHAEL KIRAANE (Caray). Drum
and
DELIA GREHAN (Graham), Ummeracly
51% Governor of New York (1975 - 1882)
Member U.5. House of Representatives
{1961 - 1474)
One of the Four Horsemen who advocaled
peace In freland with
Senalor EDWARD M. KENNEDY,
Senatar DANIEL PATRICK MDYNIHAN
and Rep. THOMAS P, 0" NEILL,

“For what Is it lo be [rish-dui 1o dream
greal dreams of glory when realily laughs
up s sfeave af you?!

Hugh L. Carey; 17 March 1975,
Society ol the Friendly Sons al 5t. Patrick

: Hew Yark MY

Milltown Development Asseciation July 2012,
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Muireann Nl'Cheallachéi'n (Excavation Director) with Kat Thompson ahd Marcus Byrne
excavating the Hugh Carey ancestral house site in Drum (IAC Archaeology)
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Plot 12 (‘Thomas Kirrane...house and nine acres’) on Griffith’s Valuation Map 1847-1864.

The house is not shown here because Griffith’s valuations were recorded on an existing,
older map (first Ordnance Survey 1838), which pre-dated its construction.
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Kirrane House on Ordnance Survey 25-inch map c. 1890 (Taillte Eireann on Historic Environment Viewer)
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householder and sole occupant in the Hugh Carey ancestral house in Drum.







Plan of excavated remains of Hugh Carey
ancestral house (IAC Archaeology 2024)
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Hugh Carey ancestral house: detail of lime render (internal) and rubble wall con-st uétion
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A surprising find at the Hugh Carey ancestral
house site was a British infantry captain’s
sword from the Napoleonic Wars (1803-15),
possibly a treasured family heirloom.




Thousands of Irishmen fought in the Napoleonic wars. Was there an ancestor of Hugh Carey at Waterloo?




Communicating Archaeology






Some sources of information

Historic Environment Viewer
https://heritagedata.maps.arcgis.com

Digital Repository of Ireland
https://dri.ie

Tll Archaeology and Heritage
https://www.tii.ie/technical-services/archaeology

Interactive maps of archaeological sites and
monuments and heritage buildings

A new ‘national library’ of cultural and
scientific information including
archaeological reports in the Tl Digital
Heritage Resources

Information from the Archaeology and
Heritage section at Tll including books free to
view and download
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