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Archaeological Surveys and 
Excavations by IAC Archaeology

o Bronze Age burnt mounds (5 No)

o Medieval charcoal-making pits (4 No)

o Medieval farmstead: field ditches, grain 
kilns, ironworking

o 19th-century lime-burning kiln

o Hugh Carey ancestral homestead

o Connolly’s Cottage early byre house

o Roadside townland name stones



Drone survey image of ‘Connolly’s Cottage’—an early byre house on the N17 (IAC Archaeology)



Shaded relief model of part of Drum townland using Lidar data (Impact GIS)



Modelled lidar data including the Hugh Carey ancestral house site (Impact GIS)



Electrical resistance survey on the Hugh Carey 
homestead site in Drum by Dr Ger Dowling 

with Kat Thomson of IAC Archaeology



Hand-dug test excavations on the Hugh Carey ancestral house site in Drum
Muireann Ní Cheallacháin (Excavation Director) and Tim Coughlan (IAC Archaeology)



Test excavations by machine, under archaeological supervision, on the N17 route (IAC Archaeology)



Bronze Age Burnt Mounds 
in Drum and Gortnagunned





Experimental burnt mound site at Rathbarry, Co. Cork (A Hawkes & J O’Driscoll 2012)



Artist’s impression of daily life in Middle Bronze Age round-houses (Dan Tiezsch-Tyler)



Charcoal-making Pits in Drum



Charcoal burning in the Lake District 
(Alfred Heaton Cooper 1905)

Oak charcoal in the base of a 
medieval charcoal-burning pit 



Medieval ironworkers often sourced their ore from iron-rich mineral deposits in peat bogs



Replica ironworker’s shaft furnace (Robert Seiler, Caherconnell Furnace Festival, Co. Clare 2024)



Medieval Farmstead in Drum



Topsoil stripping in Drum exposed field ditches, grain-drying kilns and a 
metalworking area on the site of a medieval farmstead (IAC Archaeology)





Remnants of a grain-drying kiln in a C-shaped 
ditched enclosure on the medieval farmstead site 

in Drum (IAC Archaeology)



Artist’s reconstruction of a medieval grain-drying kiln (Hugh Kavanagh 2023)



Medieval fields on a farmstead at Baltrasna, Co. Meath (Donal Fallon for CRDS Ltd)



Medieval forge on a farmstead at Cookstown, Co. Meath (Richard Clutterbuck for CRDS Ltd



Artist’s impression of a medieval farmstead in Co. Wexford (Jonathan Millar, Rubicon)



Hugh Carey (alias Kirrane) 
Ancestral Homestead in Drum



Governor Hugh Carey (1919–2011)

o Born in Brooklyn

o Irish grandparents, Michael Kirrane and 
Delia Grehan, from Milltown

o Decorated officer in World War II

o Lawyer and entrepeneur

o Senior member Democratic Party

o US Congressman 1960–1974

o Governor of New York 1974–1982

o Peace campaigner Northern Ireland

o Promoted progressive legislation



Tony and Frances Murphy of Milltown Heritage 
at the Hugh Carey monument in Milltown



Val Flattery with Frances and Tony Murphy and Frank Glynn
on the site of the Hugh Carey ancestral home in Drum



Muireann Ní Cheallacháin (Excavation Director) with Kat Thompson and Marcus Byrne 
excavating the Hugh Carey ancestral house site in Drum (IAC Archaeology)



Plot 12 (‘Thomas Kirrane…house and nine acres’) on Griffith’s Valuation Map 1847–1864. 
The house is not shown here because Griffith’s valuations were recorded on an existing, 

older map (first Ordnance Survey 1838), which pre-dated its construction.



Kirrane House on Ordnance Survey 25-inch map c. 1890 (Taillte Éireann on Historic Environment Viewer)



The first detailed national census of Ireland in 1901 records Sarah Kirrane as the 
householder and sole occupant in the Hugh Carey ancestral house in Drum.



Excavated remains of the Hugh Carey ancestral house in Drum (IAC Archaeology)



Plan of excavated remains of Hugh Carey 
ancestral house (IAC Archaeology 2024)



Hugh Carey ancestral house: detail of lime render (internal) and rubble wall construction



Hugh Carey ancestral house: detail of cobbled floors in the house and an attached outbuilding









A surprising find at the Hugh Carey ancestral 
house site was a British infantry captain’s 

sword from the Napoleonic Wars (1803–15), 
possibly a treasured family heirloom.



Thousands of Irishmen fought in the Napoleonic wars. Was there an ancestor of Hugh Carey at Waterloo?



Communicating Archaeology





Some sources of information

Interactive maps of archaeological sites and 
monuments and heritage buildings

Historic Environment  Viewer
https://heritagedata.maps.arcgis.com

A new ‘national library’ of cultural and 
scientific information including 
archaeological reports in the TII Digital 
Heritage Resources

Digital Repository of Ireland
https://dri.ie

Information from the Archaeology and 
Heritage section at TII including books free to 
view and download

TII Archaeology and Heritage
https://www.tii.ie/technical-services/archaeology
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