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The wvigit af the Elessed Mother of od to Knock plainly
told and published for the henor and glory of God =nd
His Blessed HMother, the Blessed Virgin Hary.

By John D*Keane

Hay 1%t please your Grace, I have read in the "Cathplic Hewst
¥ York with unbounded plessure, joy and consolation your
Grazcels sermon at EKnock on the occasion of the FPiftieth anniversary
of the spparition or the ¥igit of the Blessed other of od to
knook.

It is =y most wonderful and miraculons privilege, notwithw-
standing wmy wmttersble unworthiness, to confirm and bear testi-
mony to the holy presence of God and His Blessed ¥other at Knook
in their holy Priest's house, the late Archdeacon Kavanagh, parish
priest of Knock, #Hay his sonl rest in peace, Amen,

I gocepted charge of the ¥West in the movement for Indepen~
dence and having vowed to orgsnize; prepare, and zrm the people
to strike a manly blow for the FNational and Sovereign Independence
of eur beloved Country, to 1lift her out of desgradation and misery
and out of humiliation and slavery, and place on her Virgin Brow
the immortal Wreath which her sufferings, sacrifices, and martyr-
dom for fidelity to the Taith and vearning for freedom, have ene
deared her to her children in #11 ages Past, Present and future,
Hotwithetanding those ideals of patriotism, unless they give glory
to Cod and Bis Rlessed Mother, our sserifices would be all in vain,

The Pabrictic and Spirited men of Enook invited me to orgone-
ize their parish as they wished to be prepared and ready to an-
swer thelir Countryis call, The saintly Pastor, Arehdescon
] ; peace and glory %0 his soul, Amen, heard of our inten-
tion; warned and castioned his floek %o be on their guard against
the great danger of making any such dangerous movement, But,

Your Grace, we were determined that on the canse should po amidst
Jjov, wall, or woe, until our beloved Country stocd and took her
place amongst the natione of the world, “




To His Grazee - T

I made an appoinbtment wiih the men of the lower end of the
parigh around the Lake of ¥anning to be as&pnbled and ready %o
receive arms on 8 certain nizht. So I journeyed from Claremoris
oen & Sunday night with 3 load of arms and smmnition to distribute
them among the men of the organization. It was late at night vhen
re pot through with the meeting. On my journey home to Claremoris
I migt have reached the Chapel about twoe o'glock Monday morning.

Tha {hap=l waes miraculouely illuminsted and ag I reached
opnosite the gable g blaze of supernatural light came rolling down
from the clouds which illuminated the gable, This was he advent
of the Apparition or the coming Visit of the Blessed Hother of God
to Eneck. The people who attended Vespers on the following Sabur-
day evening on leaving the Chapel witnessed the apparition on the
gable that I have mentioned. The report spraad rapidly that the
Blessed Virgin wae seen at the Chapel, the Elesssd Hother of (od.
Of course, I belisved without any aaubt as I was the first witness
to the light that came rolling dawn from heaven to prepare for the
miraculous visit of the Hlessed Yother of Ood,

I lived then in @lgremaris aund paid gseveral visite %o the
Chapel; so 4id my father and brother from the parish of Hiltowmn.
¥y father was saffering from 2 gainfu& tliness for yvears owing to
having saved the cld parish priest of Hiltown, Fa fh@r Patrick Garvery,
from a dangerous fzll., Hay thelr sonls rest in peace.

Your Grace, I was not satisfied with my fatherts firet visit,
s0 1 wrote or sent word that we woulé g@ on a‘pi’friﬂage and spend
the ﬂight there, I made the follewing preparation for the journey:
I vigited our Bavieour in the Blessed Sacrament and offered my vigit
ard fast fﬁ? the journevy, I had a2 most favorable oppertunity of
speaking to our Szvieur in His Holy Tabernacle. I begged of our
Baviouns to zccept of my visit and fzst) $o have mercy on my poor
father on account of his painful illﬁess¥ whereas, I was going home
to take him t¢ Knock on a pilgrimsge, Our dear, sweet Saviour
1ikes o hezr us mention our troubles by mentioning them to His

8acred Heart in the Blessed Smerament, not but that His Divine
Hajesty knows znd sces them all, vet He loves to hear usz talk to
Him in ovur visite and prayers.

8c on Thursday night we set out on our pilgrimege. ¥e are
rived at the Chapel about half past eleven oteleck, We said prayers
at the gable whieh I witnsssed lighted the vear before with the
supernatural light from heaven, Se after praying for some time I
told Pather of my intention %o brizg him to the priest that he
ﬁiah% DTEY over him, So we hastened togards the priestts resi-
euvee that we night see him before retiring fto sleep. As we

rﬁg@hsﬁ the gate I noticed g red 1icht in one of the windows] so
I said to Father that we were lucky to be on time zs the light
ghowed, TWow, Your {race, when we cane closge $o the honse the light
Gisappeared, I realized afterwards that the red light indicated
the holy nresence of our Savieur in the houss. I knocked at the
side door; it was immediately opened and as we entered; the place

wae mirsculonsgly illumined., But, Your Grrce, we were amazeé when



wg reaslizesd Bhiat ra and then in the holy

prasence of G¢ g B er, and that we were ube-

consecious znd anzzed aiat ding in their hvly Dregence
£

and asking
desecending

Hother of Cod and she ool
to answer them. Fas ﬁﬁthe? Kavanagh gone to
gleeps the gnawer was ¥¥es.? I a t 12t we were BOQTTY 28 We
had come a long distance and that we expected to ses him that he
might pray over my father.

maestions of

alsc asked was the houackeeper, Hise Wclkoughlin, gone to
rest, "Tas% zmag the gnswer. ¥e 3@ﬁ8?@ for some iim-r3&?mwe
speaking agasin. The Blessed Yother, as we rezlized afterwards,
kept contimially lecking st us. I mentioned the coldnese of the
night; that Znock was always a cold place of no shelter. So the
Blesged Hother salid that she believed 1% was s cold night, Im
mediately affer those wvords we felt quiite warm end camfartakla.
after speadiﬁg zhout two Hovrs in $the place znd In the presence
of CGod and Fig Rlessed Mother, I szid %o ?aﬁher that we would
now get ready and lesve fer hame by going to fhe Chapel and
firnighing our pravers. So Father walked towards the door to
leave The ?Iesse dpother looked 28 me and revealed one side
of hp-x- holy face befors opening the door. I turned back and
saldt *Oood night‘ he Blegsed Nother of God answered me by
tidding us geod night.

Pt

Father did not bother mmch about the £falirs of the world
after this wonderful and mirszculous sight, but teck to prayer
and preparation for desth. About two vears aftervards I had to
leave for smerica, owins to the treachery of the Covernment
arresting, inmprieoning snd killing the patriots.

Your Grace escape was impossible for me without
aild from hesven the Blessed lother of Cod, for her

e oy el e
protection, I Tstirved wsw$ ﬁaY for z week %o the soods to pray
to ker I carr pi?tﬁf@ ef her Dolors and prayed the whole
week be?sﬂe her it iafked zs though I was uncon-
sclounsly making 2533 iﬁ h uor of the rigﬂ?eﬁ Hotherte Dolers.

&a the follewing Sunday morning sbout thres ofcloek, an
angeil from Zod canmse ,,nt@ﬁ wy bedroom znd awoke me, I reaxlized by
hie hﬁlv presence the meaning o his blessed visgit, that he was
gsent to nrotesct me, *hﬂ home was enveloped in s u%ﬁrm during hie
boly presence, I at i

: ¥ Vespers that Sunday evenring, in the
Chspel of ny native §arigh of ¥iltown, I returned home to take a

lasting fareweil of ay dear mﬁ%her, brotherse and sigters. It was
a saé E&?%iﬁy, The officers of the Crown cawme on Thursday night

to rest me, bud they were too late as I got on the bost
nwggﬁgﬁvva in time, I Imrried %o the say@r:ge«zeom. The Orown
detective or afTicer came on board $o seareh uﬁ‘ take me off, but
was frustrated in his so dwﬂﬁ ﬂv “he ringing of the (aptainte E?ll
% clezr the boat of ll nope e R

EE




Te Hisg Gracs L .

- Your Grace can understand that but for the mercy of Cod and
the protection of Hiz Elessed Mother I was doocmed, I have hud
four providentisl escapes from death during my 1ife. From all ang
every one of them I have besn saved by the mercy of our Saviour
and the protection of His Blegsed Hother, the Elessed Virgin Nary.

The follewing sre some acte of gratitude to God and His
Biessed Mother, I learned from Father Digken, P.P. of Hiltown
that the altar of God of my native parish needed s mass bosk. I
considered it a most wonderful privilege %o be allowsd %o place
such a wonderful gift on the holy altar of {tod; & mass book for
the honor and gleory of 0od snd His Flessed ¥other, '

dy son dongted one alse for the altar of the Bally 0lass
Chapel of the same parich, Pather Digken promised to have our
names ingoribed on the gifts. Our Saviouws ¥ho condescended ta
mention the reward of the cup of oold water will condescend to
accept and reward our offering for Bis honor zné glory snd to
His Blessged Hother,

I say a visit to ocur Savieur some days three times in 411
Baints® parish chureh, to thank him for His Mercy =nd His Elesged
Hother and for their sufferinge and sacrifices on Calvary's Hill
fer our ssiwvation, notwithetanding our unworthiness and ingrati-
fude, I recite the rosary every might in honor of the Hother of
God,

The late Pastor of A}l Saints' was my kind and dear friend,
Honsignor Power{ may he rest in peace, Amen. The present paster,
Father Cronan, will certify to my foith and charsefer. T am
living in AY]1 Saints* parish forty~-five years.

Your Grace, I =m sorry to have to mention that Cur Lord and
Saviour Jemis Christ and His Blessed HMother appeared to my father
and myself in deep gorrow on that night,

Our Lady of ¥noeck, pray for us!

I rem&iﬁ; Your Grace's obedient and faithful servany,

John @'Ke&ng
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