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Parkroe August 10th 1849  (Parkroe, Milltown, Tuam, County Galway, Ireland) 
 
My Dear Aunt, 
With love and sincere respect I beg leave to take the liberty of writing these lines hoping I 
may have the good fortune to find you well and at the same time trusting in God that you are 
well as this leaves me and my orphan brothers sisters in at present. Thanks be to the Almighty 
God for his goodness……. proud to say however as it pleases the Father of Mercies to take 
from me my Mother at an early stage of life that he has favoured me with a tender and 
respectful step mother who treats me and my sisters with that respect which my departed 
treated us and for whose kindness we shall be forever grateful and as we have had the 
misfortune of losing our own mother we have no complaint to make of the one whom he has 
sent us.  
 
My Dear Aunt you will not be a little surprised to think how I came by your address and 
especially when you find me suddenly represented before you in these lines. I have seen a 
letter from The Walshes who wrote to Carrarea and in that I have found your address. You 
will not be a little surprised when I remark to you how many changes have taken place since 
you left home. There is no end of the great number of the neighbours who died and went to 
America. This country is so poor at the present day that his life is a burden to many a man. 
Thank God we have no reason to complain for we had a good father and a kind stepmother 
who treats us as her own children altho we were last reduced we had the good fortune to 
escape. There many a good father’s child dead of hunger for the last 4 years in Ireland. I am 
sorry to say my poor father is very much reduced in his means and many a man who had 
quintuple his means is now in the Tuam Workhouse. It is my intention after a little time to go 
over to America as the only place of safety now for my suffering countrymen and if you would 
contrive to give me some assistance I would be forever happy. There is no means of living in 
this place now and my father could not easy send me without some help however we would 
be glad to hear from you and I hope you will answer this letter. Direct it to Thomas Cleary, 
Parkroe, Tuam, County Galway in care of  (X?) Kilclooney. Your affectionate Nephew, Thomas 
Laurence Cleary 

 


