
6523 Ellis Ave 

Chicago, Ill. 

Nov 29th 1922 

Dear Father, Mother, Brother & Sisters 

Xmas is drawing nigh once again, hoping you are all well and happy as everyone here in Chicago are 

fine, just as happy as can be. 

I had a letter from Sister Maggie yesterday also one from Mary & Julia. I received a letter from Dada a 

short time ago and was so happy to learn that he was still enjoying good health also Mama. I suppose 

you both work as hard as ever. Well Mother, I often think how hard you did work taking care of us all 

and how she would say I would rather do it myself than asking them and how we would fight to go for 

a bag of turf or a pail of water to the river, but you know Mother dear, all kids are like that and we 

don’t see the difference until we grow older. I often tell Mary how I used to keep hanging around 

Mama to get the tea before breakfast and again after dinner out of a big black saucepan, oh, it was 

great tea. 

Well dear parents, you must be careful now and not work so hard as you know we will be all long 

enough dead and the hard work you do now in those years won’t help you any. An advice from Dada, 

sitting down is better than killing yourself now and not able to see things later. Well Father & Tom, I 

think the followers of Michael Collins are cra---. I hope he is happy in heaven, but I really believe he 

sold the cause of Ireland as the people of Ireland had England up a tree at the time Collins signed that 

treaty and England is only too happy to see the Irish factions split. Michael Francis is getting to be a 

big boy now. John got a little girl a short time ago, he got four now. Kate & Tom also baby are fine. I 

have no news of any importance to tell you this time. Hope all of you are well & happy and accept my 

little check as a mere token of wishing you all a happy Xmas and a bright and prosperous New Year.  

To dear Father & Mother & all, God bless you always is the prayer of your affectionate son Patt to 

all. 

From Patt, Mary & Michael. 

Goodbye & write soon. 

Xxxxxx 

 

Transcribed by Margaret Marlow with some adjustment for punctuation. 
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