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Jim is tractor driving,

By Tom Gilmore

AS 100-year-old Milltown
man Jim Burke-Daly cel
ebrated his biggest birthday
yesterday (Tuesday) he took
his tractor out of the yard for
a drive only hours before tak-
ing to the dance floor to cel
ebrate reaching the century
at a party in Tuam’s Ard Rf
House Hotel.

“Driving a car is only a cod
and I wouldn’t bother with
one as I have always loved
driving the tractor. I drive the
tractor regularly into Mill
town to do my shopping,”
says Jim, whose other pas-
sion is dancing.

The sprightly centenarian,
who still cycles, did a twirl
around the floor of the kitch-
en in the family home to dis-
play his dancing skills.

His daughter Noreen Goode
takes him to the Lisdoon-
varna Festival “for two week-
ends every autumn” and he
loves to dance in the various
pubs late into the nights.

Noreen also takes him to
dances in The McWilliam

JIM makes his own jJam eve-
ryautumn.

Park Hotel, Claremorris and
to dancing classes which she
teaches in Ballymacward. Jim
has been a widower for 17
years since his wife Una (nee
McGagh) passed away. They
had five children, Noreen,
Teresa, Eileen, Sean and
Mary (RIP).

Jim has always remained ac-
tive and apart from flying to
France with his son Sean, a

captain with Cityjet airlines,
he has also travelled to visit
his daughter Teresa and her
husband and family in Swe-
den and flew to the USA in
the past to visit one of his
brothers there.

Longevity is in the family as
Jim’s uncle Augie Acton, Kil-
bannon who passed away in
November, was 99 and would
have reached 100 if he lived
until next July.

Jim’s parents, Michael and
Nora from Ironpool, Kilconly
also lived long lives but while
he is the eldest of a family of
six, four of the others have
passed away, with only him
and his youngest brother An-
thony still alive.

According to Jim the secrets
of a long life include hard
work, cycling, “eating three
good meals every day” drink-
ing only in moderation “and
dancing of course”.

While he is fortunate to
have so many of his family
around him, Jim still loves to
cook and do the washing as
well as travelling, on his trac-
tor, to collect the shopping.

Apart from farming he cy-

dancing and biking at 100
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cled to work during the an-
nual campaigns at Tuam
Sugar Factory. He worked in
the building of the factory in
the 1930s and on its demoli
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FORGET the car, Jim’s favourite mode of trans

JOHN Hogan is Jim Burke Daly’s favourite singer. He met
himinLisdoonvarna last year.

tion in 1987.

Married at 27, Jim juggled
farm work and turf cutting
with various other jobs in-
cluding work in sawmills in

/

port is his tractor.

JIM with his daughter Noreen Goode at home in Milltown.

Tuam, Moylough and Por-
tarlington as well as being
an employee for many years
on the roads with Galway Co
Council.

Demand sparks year-long wait for electrician courses
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“They can go into jobs in
industry, domestic electri-
cal work, they can go on to
college or go into the ESB.
So while there was always a

steady demand for electri
cians, it has increased a lot
again in recent times,” he
said.

“Electrical is one of the
trades thatisrecognised in all
the third level institutions so

they will give you entry to the
universities and ITs through-
out the country based on the
electrical-based engineering
courses,” says Ken.

But to become an appren-
tice for any of the courses,

including the electrical one,
a young person has to get an
employer to take him or her
on first.

When asked by Roscom-
mon ETB member Kathleen
Granagher if it was stll dif

ficult for young people to
get an employer to sponsor
them for such a course, Ken
replied that it is getting eas-
ier.

“The feedback is that a
lot of employers will take

on apprentices if the young
person shows a bit of gump-
tion. It is different now from
when employers were sick of
people coming to their doors
seeking apprenticeships,” he
added.



