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NEWS
Groups showed spirit of
meitheal in starting website

» Six communities now have their own
heritage sites — more will follow

By David Burke

LOCAL heritage is about who
we are, and recording is pre-
serving memories that will
be shared within the commu-
nity and beyond, even inter-
nationally.

This was the message at the
launch of the new Co Galway
heritage website, in which
six local groups each have
their own section. Other area
groups will have the chance
to have their site in the fu-
ture.

The launch took place in
Moylough Community Cen-
tre, in the home village of
the County Heritage Officer,
Marie Mannion. Marie was
at pains to point out that the
venue was chosen by lottery,
but she was delighted to be
so close to home.

County Cathaoirleach Mary
Hoade, who jointly launched
the site along with Tony Can-
don, manager/keeper of the
National Museum of Country
Life in Castlebar, said the new
web presence provided a val-
uable insight into the people
and places of the county.

She praised the dedication
and hard work of the six ar-
eas, Moylough, Milltown,
Killererin, Skehana, Abbey
(Loughrea) and Oughterard.

Tony Candon, who said that
heritage is about who we are,
quoted from a German novel
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that monuments were “of no
use to those who are remem-
bered, only to those who re-
member. We build ourselves
from memory.”

It is now possible for peo-
ple to have at their fingertips
the knowledge of where they
came from, said Clir Michael
Connolly, who commented
that the new site would be
a great service for the Irish
diaspora throughout the
world.

Speakers from the areas rep-
resented on the website paid
tribute to those who had giv-
en expert support, including
Lorna Elms of the Museum of
Country Life, David Collins,
Oughterard and Gerry Cos-
tello of Skehana, as well as
Marie Mannion, whose tire-
less work was praised by all.

Bernadette Forde of Killere-
rin Heritage Society outlined
the work they had done since
2008 and said they looked
forward to the publication
of the parish history after 17
years of research and writ-
ing.

Abbey, Loughrea is often
confused in the northern
part of Co Galway with Ab-
beyknockmoy, said Frances
Holihan, but it is proud to be
the site of the only Carthu-
sian foundation in Ireland.

Pauline Connolly spoke of
the work done over the years
in Milltown, including the
development of the heritage
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park and herd’s cottage, and
PJ Carthy of Moylough Herit-
age Group said they worked
closely with the Skehana so-
ciety. He commented that a
website is always alive and
growing, whereas a book is
stuck in time.

The numbers attending the
talks given in Skehana have
grown steadily, said Gerry
Costello, and their latest
project is a burial grounds
survey.

Marie Mannion praised the
long hours and hard work of
the groups. They were help-
ing to develop a county her-
itage brand. The county is
a jigsaw, she added, and we
owe it to ourselves to docu-
ment its history.

Marie concluded that she
was very happy with the
ethos of generosity and shar-
ing between groups that em-
bodied the spirit of meitheal.

MOYLOUGH Community Centre was packed for the launch.
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AT the launch of the Galway Community Heritage website in Moylough were (back) David
Collins, Oughterard, T J Carty, Ballinruane, Frances Hollhan, Abbey, Loughrea, Bernadette
Forde, Killererin, Pauline Connolly, Milltown, Tony Condon, National Museum of Ireland,
Gerry Costello, Skehana; (front) Marie Mannion, Heritage Officer, Galway County Council,
Lorna Elms, Museum of Country Life, Castlebar, Clir Mary Hoade, Cathaoirleach of Galway
County Council, P J Glynn, Mayor of Moylough, Clir. Michael Connolly.
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AT the launch: Trisha O’Donnell, Milltown

Heritage Group, Eileen O'Connell, Killer-
erin Heritage Group.

JOHN Doyle, Moylough and P J Ruane, Ske-
hana.
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FROM Moylough Heritage Group: Pat Stephens, Anne Meehan, John Whyte and Mary Lyons.
Photos courtesy of Gerry Costello



