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Tuam and Milltown win
big at Tidy Towns awards

By Andrew Florio

MILLTOWN and Tuam both
scooped up prizes in this
year’s Tidy Towns ceremony
at the RDS in Dublin on Friday.

Milltown received the
National Gold Medal and Best
in County prize in their cate-
gory while Tuam took home
the special Endeavour award.

The gold medal awarded to
Milltown is the first prize of its
kind to be given to an entrant
from Co Galway. The Endeav-
our award is given to the town
exhibiting the biggest improve-
ment in its category over the
past two years.

The Chairman of Milltown
Tidy Towns, Eamon Cal-
laghan, was delighted to finally
be awarded the coveted gold
medal after previously coming
up shortand said: “Itwas great
to get it at long last. It is a great
achievement to win but we
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TUAM is at the top of its Tidy Towns category this year, and
won an Endeavour award. PHOTO: RAY RYAN

do it for our community and
people visiting and you get the
extra reward when you win.”

Helped along by the County
Council, schoolchildren
from Belmont and Milltown
National Schools and mem-
bers of the local employment
scheme, the Tidy Towns Com-
mittee implemented a number
of winning measures.

Local walkways were kept
bright and safe at night thanks
to Milltown GAA while a new
glasshouse was constructed

to grow bulbs for next year’s
flowers. The litter issue was
largely kept at bay this year
as “people weren’t around”
Eamon commented.

An internet café was also
constructed, keeping the com-
munity connected.

The Chairman of Tuam Tidy
Towns, Michael Waldron,
although slightly disappointed
not to get more recognition for
their hard work, was pleased
with the result and said: “The
prize was a target of ours. An

absolute target of ours was
to get past Ballinasloe and
Athenry.”

Michael explained he was
particularly happy about the
implementation of gates at
sites where large amounts
of dumping were seen in the
past.

Making sure the waste taken
away by local volunteers this
year meant it won't return for
the foreseeable future.

Michael is already setting
his sights on next year and is
hoping for a bronze medal.
“That will be our next prize in
mind,” he said.

Monivea was announced as
the county and overall winner
of the Gum Litter Taskforce
Award in the Village and Small
Town category.

They were recognised by
judges for their anti-litter cam-
paign which included litter
awareness signs dotted around
the town, a gum litter colour-

ing competition in the local
national school and an online
colouring and photo competi-
tion run through Facebook.

At the awards ceremony Min-
ister for Rural and Community
Development Heather Hum-
phreys said she was happy this
year’s competition went ahead
and acknowledged the diffi-
cult circumstances volunteers
worked through.

She said: “I want to com-
mend the hundreds of groups
and thousands of volunteers
who, in the face of adversity,
put their community first and
continued to make their areas
better places to live and work
and visit, all the while adher-
ing to social distancing and
public health guidelines.”

The big winners on the day
were Cobh who were awarded
Ireland’s Tidiest Large Town
and Ennis, receiving the prize
for Ireland’s Tidiest Large
Urban Centre.
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