
Undated and incomplete letter. Believed to have been written c. 1905. 

 

 

… I am very glad that Maggie passed her examination. She has a nice way to make a living besides 

coming to this country. I want to tell the girls if they think by coming to America they are going to have 

a nice time and easy money they are badly mistaken. It is very hard on boy or girl for the first year or 

two until they become familiar with the work and the custom of the country. 

I see by the papers this morning that Ireland is very about to get home rule in the near future. I do 

hope they will and that the country will be prosperous so that her children will be able to find 

employment in that saintly land. It is hard to think of raising children and then break your heart leaving 

you, but I sometimes think it was God’s will that Ireland should be persecuted and her children go 

abroad to spread the faith. 

I wish you could see some of the beautiful churches we have here. We have masses in all the churches 

Sunday mornings from 6 to eleven every hour. Tell Mother I have had masses said in memory of poor 

Father, may his soul rest in peace. I am told Martin Charles is back teaching near Maam. Give him my 

best regards, also to poor old Mullany & Mick Nally, Sister Honour & Tom and all my relatives & friends.   

Now Michael I think I have said enough this time. Delia is going to write to Mother soon so I will 

conclude with love and best wishes from your fond brother. 

Thomas McHugh 

4323 Cottage Grove Ave 

xxx kisses to Mother. 

 

Transcribed by Margaret Marlow with some adjustments for punctuation, spelling and grammar. 
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