
4317 Cottage Grove 

Feb 23rd 1904 

Dear Brother Michael 

Your letter received and I cannot express to you how bad I felt when I heard of poor Mother being so 

ill. I thought I might have a chance of seeing her once more, but I am afraid I never will. I would have 

written sooner but I was busy, and I did not want to send and empty letter. I am glad that you did not 

let her go to the hospital. If she is going to die, let her depart in her old home for God knows it is the 

last place on earth I would want to die. I see enough of them every week. You will find enclosed the 

small sum of two pounds to help you for I know you have a hard time of it and I will help you all I can 

in the future. If she should leave us soon, bury her respectable, that’s all I ask. I think you will hear 

from Patt soon. I wrote to him before Xmas and I called him down for not writing to his mother so I 

think my letter will have a tendency to make him write and think of her. Oh, if I could only see her 

once more, that fond mother that I love, but as I cannot, convey to her my hand and heart for she was 

the good mother that all sons should remember if they were like her. I know it is unnecessary for me 

to say a word to you or Bridget. Do all you can for her, and God will reward you, and your children will 

remember it for you when she is cold in the grave, and dear Father, when I think of that innocent man, 

he never raised his hand to me in his life, don’t forget him. It is hard to think of raising a family and be 

left alone with one or two, but I hope the day is not far distant when the parents of Ireland will enjoy 

the happiness of their children. 

I am sending for John Godwin in the spring. I am glad to say from his letter also your John. They are 

smart boys. I will do the best I can for him, if he takes my advice. Now Michael, I would like if you 

would write every week while Mother is sick. 

Bye-bye 

From your affectionate brother 

Thomas McHugh 

Kisses to Father and Mother. Goodbye. 
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