
This letter is incomplete and believed to be from John McHugh en route to Sydney. 

 

January 4th 1879 

 

My dear beloved Father and Mother.  

A happy news struck us this morning that we were to meet a mail steamer for London tomorrow and 

you might think that I was rejoiced so that I could tell you a little sketch of my farewell and voyage so 

far: The first week was rather rough for everybody. Thank God I got no sickness worthwhile to mention 

or anybody on board except a few and they were very well looked after by a doctor that we have on 

board. My dear Father and Mother I am a long way from the sight of land when I write these lines. I 

am about 4000 miles from London. At present we are getting into the warm climate now we can bear 

hardly any clothes on us at all. O lord, I think if I had a drink of buttermilk I would be sick. Our captain 

says that he can go through the voyage between ten and eleven weeks. It won’t call anywhere before 

it gets to Sydney. This ship is called one of the best that ever went out from London. She is about 80 

yards long and a different compartment set out for married people, single women and young men. 

Everything must be kept clean here in order to avoid sickness on board. I am glad to tell you Father 

and Mother that myself and young fellows from Limerick and Co Clare spent the Christmas as ____ as 

if we were at home. I assure you I cried enough when I sat down to my supper and thought of home. 

Hoping you will find this safe and I send my fond love and best respects to Aunt Judy and family, Aunt 

Sally, husband and family Aunt Mary husband and family, Aunt Winny husband and family, Johnny 

Heneghan & Honor and James Martin, Mick Flattery, mother, wife and family and the Lyons in Conaher 

wishing them all a happy New Year and good luck and not forgetting the neighbours the same. Every 

passenger got ___ of ___ ___ I was day and ___ … 

 

 

(Transcribed from the original by Margaret Marlow with some spelling and punctuation adjustments. 

30 March 2021.) 

 

 

 


