
Police Station 

Herberton N. Q. 

29th May 1893 

 

Convey our kindest love and best wishes  

to all my uncles, aunts and cousins. 

 

 

Dear Father and Mother, Brother and Sister 

I suppose you will think I am falling into my old habit not having written to you for such a long time 

which I should have done were it not for postponing it from one week to another until it has got this 

far, not that I have forgotten home as it is as fresh in my mind as the day I left. I know the opinion of 

the home people, they imagine if they do not hear regularly from those who are far away that they 

are forgotten by them, but such is not the case, no matter how hard-hearted a man may be, home is 

constantly in his mind, particularly those who has left dear friends. I was pleased to have your letter 

also one from Thos at Xmas and glad to hear ye were all well. Trusting ye still enjoy good health as we 

enjoy the same at present, thanks to God. I have not heard from John or Terry since I wrote last. Let 

me know if they have written home. I wrote John some six months ago but got no answer am lately 

feeling anxious about him. When he wrote me last, he said he was not in the best of health. I suppose 

ye have already heard of the death of poor Pat Martyn. I had a letter from his wife … 

… in winning Home Rule for dear old Ireland, may God grant him strength to see it which I believe is 

the prayer of every Irishman throughout the land and best the Orange boyo who are as bitter here 

against it as they were in the black North, but thank God there are very few places here where they 

can give vent to their feelings as we are a bit too many for them. I am still in Herberton and in the 

same position. There has been an increase in our family since I wrote last, a baby girl, she is now 8 and 

a half months old and is called after her mother, Eliza Mary. She resembles John Patrick very much. 

This country is in a very depressed state at present. Hundreds of men travelling through the country 

with their blankets on their backs who cannot get a day’s work. Several banks has suspended payment 

and business is almost at a standstill all owing to strikes and floods which has left many a rich man 

poor and several homeless. The country has never been in such a state before and is likely to be many 

years before it recovers itself. Therefore, if Home Rule is granted, we will all return to the Green Isle 

so that we may yet meet you all if not in Ireland I hope in heaven which is the present prayer of your 

ever fond & affectionate son. 

Pat McHugh 

P.S. …. 

 

Transcribed by Margaret Marlow with some adjustment for punctuation, spelling and grammar. 
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