
Chicago July 5th 1891 

 

 

Dear Father & Mother  

I received your fond letter which I was overjoyed to see by it that you were all enjoying good health & 

also Brother Michael. I was uneasy about him I am proud ye are getting along so well as I am myself 

thank God. You need not be uneasy about me. For all that’s dying there would be more talk of an old 

woman home than a thousand a day here. There did a thousand die here some days. But that disease 

is no more here. I am getting my health better than I ever did. Thank God I wasn’t sick since I come to 

the country. I had a letter from Sister Honour & and a tie which I was happy to get in remembrance of 

old Ireland, but it is not the style here to wear. 

I am happy she is getting along so well, also Tom & children. I will write to her soon. Father you want 

to know am I getting full wages yet? I am not at present, but I will be in another month. I have 11 

shillings a day at present for ten hours. I am well liked by all my acquaintances. I thought when I left 

Ireland, I was a pretty good horseshoer but when I come here I found my mistake. But I am in a position 

now that I don’t care for any of them. This is a good country for any man that minds himself. But I 

assure there is Irish here & they’re a disgrace to the father & mother that raised them. Labourers has 

to work very hard. I assure every man has to work very hard with streams of sweat rolling down your 

cheeks all day long. I would like to know how my Aunt Mary, Tom & Family are. I can never forget her. 

I am sorry Henry wasn’t a stonemason. He would be a different man besides going over to England. 

They get 4 dollars during the summer. The summer is very cool, yet there is people coming from all 

parts of the United States and they work for anything they can get. They are running labouring men’s 

wages down. This is supposed to be the best city in the U. S. at present. 

Dear Father & Mother I got a letter from Brother John last week. I am sending it to you. I am sending 

my photo & Michael McHugh’s to him. I was intended to send the wife some present for he was a 

good son & brother to us all. I have no more to say at present. Hoping that my fond Father & Mother 

brother, Bridget & children all my aunts & cousins & neighbours are well. All my cousins are well here. 

From your Affectionate son Thomas McHugh to John McHugh Address Thomas McHugh 4307 I Cottage 

Grove Avenue Chicago Illinois. I will soon write again. I am sending the picture of the shop I work in 

myself & companions in our working suit. I will send it in a week.  Bye bye kisses to Father & Mother 

xxxx. 

 

Excuse bad writing and errors. 

 

 

 

(Transcribed by Margaret Marlow 21.3.2021 with some correction of punctuation, spelling and 

grammar.) 

 


