
 

 

 

 Chicago 

September 2nd 1890 

Dear Father & Mother 

It is with pleasure I write this letter hoping to find ye all in good health as I am myself at present and 

also Patt, Winnie & Michael McHugh the same. I received all your letters which I was overjoyed to see 

by them that ye were in good health & that Mary Slattery had a young son as I feel happy to see the 

family increasing. I had a letter from Lizy Connor. She must think I am mean to ask money of people 

here for her. I told some of them their misery and let them send it if they want. I think they stand a 

poor chance for Mrs Fitzgerald is sick for a long time & there are 2 orphans belonging to Winnie so I 

think they have enough to do. I sent her an answer also Michael McHugh remembered old times for 

her.  

I would have written sooner but I was waiting until I would get a steady job. I worked in many places 

here since I came. I assure it is hard for a greenhorn to get along first but I am doing well lately. I have 

£2 10s per week. I think it is as small as the wages in Ireland towards pay men has here that is 

horseshoers. Ye need not be uneasy about me as I am comfortable as I would expect. Myself & Patt 

are living together so we are the same as if we were in Ireland. Patt is doing well here. He has 14s 6d 

a day but work is not very steady. Michael McHugh told me he sent his picture to my mother. Dear 

Mother & Bridget I am sending ye the small sum of £2.0.0. which I think miserable to send but please 

God I will be soon able to assist ye. The only request I ask is I hope Bridget will act as a good daughter 

would to my Father & Mother as 3 of us are far away. I know I don’t want to mention such for you 

were always kind. 

I am working in a regular shoeing shop. This summer was very hot but I did not think much about it. I 

have seen horses falling dead in the streets. This is a good country for any man that’s willing to work. 

Don’t you believe people that will go home & speak bad of the country. Such people are called loafers 

here. This is a great city for carrying the hod; they get 11s a day but there is no mistake. But men has 

to work as hard as it is in their bones. I would like you would write me a long letter & let me know all 

about home. Things that you don’t think much about they give me great pleasure to hear them. 

 

Transcribed by Margaret Marlow with some punctuation, spelling and grammar adjustments.  
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