
Chicago 

Dec 5th 1907  

My dear Father, Mother & Grand 

As Xmas is coming near nature has compelled me to write ye a few lines. I hope they may find ye in good 

health as the departure of this leaves me also. I am sure ye think I have ye all forgotten for not writing 

since, but it is quite the reverse. I had a letter from Mary E McHugh. She said she was coming to Chicago 

soon, but I don’t know what she will do yet. I also saw the Molloneys from Ballindine, they came to my 

uncle’s to see us. Ye never told me about Johnny Martyn’s death, what has happened to him or who got 

the land. Tell John & Maggie I am very thankful to them for the nice letter they wrote me & also I was glad 

to know that John is working in the railway. It would be great help to ye if he could work there for the 

winter, there is enough at home. Dear Father & Mother, I wish to tell ye that if ye intend to let John come 

to this country, I will pay his passage in spring. He may help ye better out here than at home. Pat is a strong 

fellow now but of course he has got to have a little more schooling. Ye could keep Mary home from school. 

All she needs is to read & write. Girls coming to this country, they can’t get any high position unless highly 

educated. Of course, education is nice if you could afford it. If John would come here, he may be lucky to 

fall into a nice job. If he don’t like this country, he will be young enough to go back again in ten years. Dear 

parents, I want to tell ye if ye are not fully satisfied to let him come, I don’t want to be the means of taking 

him away from ye. Of course, I know ye would lose a good helper but satisfy yerselves. How is Maggie 

getting along? Hoping she will be successful. 

I suppose ye have all the spuds picked up by this time. Have ye many holes? I suppose all yer trouble over 

there now is watching the post boy. God help us, I know how it is when I was there cursing him if he 

wouldn’t have a letter. I hope ye will have this easily enough for the Xmas. You will find enclosed here the 

sum of five pounds, naming five shillings for Grandma & the price of a little suit for Mike Foye. I that stood 

up for him & I never sent him anything. Be sure make them take it. Tell Grandma to drink my health Xmas 

night as I am far away hoping ye will have a good & happy Xmas. It doesn’t come but once a year. Everybody 

will try & be together that night, but I am far away from ye all hoping to see the day we will be all together 

& have a happy Xmas. I would like if ye would ask up Aunt Honour & Mary McHugh at Xmas time. They are 

the only two alone & you know how they will feel at Xmas. Winnie is very nice to me & I know Mary will 

write over and tell her & they will think a good deal of it. Poor Aunt Honour. I can’t express her goodness. 

I had a letter from herself & Mary. She said they are getting along pretty good. How is Grandma in Stripe, 

how are they agreeing now or is she getting pretty good? Let ye not forget her. I had a letter from M 

Godwin. She said they are living in the new house. Hoping they are all well. How is Honour Cruse, Aunt 

Mary Jude. Tell them I was asking for them. How is Sally Kirrane & all the neighbours, Sarah Molloney & 

Pat, Mary & Tom Mooney? How are ye fixed now? Did anything die in ye since or have many ponies. Now 

dear Mother & Father, let ye take good care of yerselves & don’t get cold. Yer health is the dearest & have 

a happy Xmas. Tell Julia & Nellie I asked for them & all my other brothers & sisters. How is the poor red 

buck, Tommy? Let ye give him a big piece of cake. Give them all a glass of punch Xmas night as it would be 

my delight to be among them all once more, but to my grief I am far away. The Godwins, Uncle Thos, wife, 

children & all the McHughs are well.  

I must bring my letter to an end.  

Goodbye from your affectionate daughter Kate 

To Father, Mother, Grandmother, Brothers & Sisters, remember me to all the friends. 

Goodbye xxxxxxxxxxx 

Transcribed by Margaret Marlow with some adjustments for punctuation, spelling and grammar. 9 May 

2021  


