Local Heroes

This reference to the Springlawn Tug-of-War team was obtained through Duchas.ie National
Schools Folklore Commission of Ireland.

Dated 19 May 1938, this story is written by Peggie Niland from Moylough National School, her
informant being Simon Mullin, Annaghmore East — aged 78.
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Transcription:
Strong Men

There was no weight-throwing in the district but there was a tug-o-war. They had a team. No
matter what other team they challenged they were winners. They had a long thick rope and a knot
in the middle of it. There were fourteen each side of the knot pulling against one another. There
was also a mark in the field and if one team pulled the other past the mark they were the winners.
There was a man training them named Pat Fleming, Springlawn, Mountbellew, Ballinasloe, Co.
Galway. The names of some of the people who were in the team were John Niland, Michael
Cummins, Simon Mullin, Peter Niland and James Haverty, Annaghmore, Mountbellew,
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.
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