Springlawn Tug-of-war team take part in 1909 Agricultural Show sports.

The Mount Bellew . Agrienltural Show
Sociewy's Sports were brought oft on Thurs-
day the 10th inst. on the show grounds,
which provided a admirable accommiodation
The wedther, not being by any means very
warm, was favourable, and the attendance
of visitors was o record one.  ‘The ground
is beautifully situated on the borders of
Sir Henry Gractan Bellew's demesue, and
was m  excellent  eondition. The grass
track which was continually rolled for the
past month, was in perfect form on ‘1 hurs-
day, and gave a course of five laps to the
mife. The sports were organised under the
. ALA. Rules, which were elosely observed
throughout the various competitions by
the competitors. Mr. J. Lardiner, Athenry,
acted as handicavper and sneceeded in uot-
tingg through the long programme in ad-
mirable time and without any of the un-
necessary delays which so often spoil the
pleasure of such gatherings.  The meeting
presented many novel attractions  apart
from the excellent programme provided.
While aftording a most  enjoyvable day’s
amusement in the midst of the most beauti-
ful and scenic country the-objeet of the
event was in itself sufficient to command
for it the henrty support of the people, not
alone of the parish, but of the country side
for many mi]t-s araund, namely : to liguid-
ate the debt incurred by the society in im-
proving and renovating their new  show
vrounds.  The sports committee had indeed
been very suecessful in securing the  as-
tendance of many prominent athletes and
evelists.  The running in the eyeling ovents
was very exciting with a very close finish
in all cases, and tiwe number of competitors
i the various competitions was on
the whole, ontirely satisfactory. An
tmportant feature of the nccasion  was
beantiful silver eup presented by Sir Henry
Grattan Bellew, Bart., which was competed
for in the five.mile evele race, and this en-
viable trophy, no doubt, served to indues
many erack eyelists to compate. ln this
race a number of local competitors startod
with several from  Alaseragh, Tuoam,
Atheney and  Ballvglunin  directions.  In
the fifth lap from the finish an unfortinate
accident ocourred which enused many of
the competitors to retive from the running,
Perbaps the most exciting and interesting
event of the oceasion was the tug-of-war
between Springlawn and Mount Bellew,
when the laurels were won by James
Havertey’s seleeted set.  The former team
consisted of a sturdy dozen of liereulean
giants, and the latter, somo of the om-
ployees on Sir Henrey Bellew’s farm,  Aftec ~— Tug of War
the teams wore connted and recounted Mr.
Haverty suddenly discovered that o
thirteenth man had mysteriously and un-
wittingly enlisted in tha JMount Bellew
team, tmb the recruit just got sufficiont time
to take himself away with, lowever, a little
of Mr. Haverty’'s mind. However, after
much tight tugging the Springlawn team
Wall,




