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The Workhouses of Galway
and their response to
_An Gorta Mor
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Why the Workhouse system...

The Architect in practice... George Wilkinson

The Workhouses of Co Galway - Part Two
Glenamaddy, Mountbellew, Oughterard, Portumna

After the Great Hunger
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- Family of builder architects in
Oxfordshire.

- Had been involved in the construction of
a number of workhouses in England.

- Only 24 when appointed as architect to
the Poor Law Commission in 1839.

- He was a flawed character and architect,
notwithstanding level of detail.

Mountbellew Electoral Divisions: Annagh,
Ballynakill, Caltra, Castleblakeney,
Castleffrench, Clonbrock, Cloonkeen, Cooloo,
Derryglassaun, Killeroran, Killian,
Mountbellew, Mounthazel, Taghboy.



If People couldn’t afford to Year | Number of workhouses | Total number of
support themselves they in Ireland inmates in Ireland
came to the workhouse. 105.358

In the workhouse, they had
: 114,205
to do work in exchange for

food. 243,933
In Ireland, people had to 417,139
stay and live in the 610,463
workhouse.

032,284
805,705
707,443

That is Wh¥ it was called
‘Indoor Relief’.

The 163 (130+33 ‘plainer’)
workhouses were built to 504,864
largely the same design. 396,438




» They were bathed and disinfected.

* They were given a uniform to wear that was made
out of a plain, uncomfortable material.




Boys aged between 2 and 15 years lived in the boys building.

Men over 15 years lived in the men’s building.

Meal Amount — Adults

Breakfast | 6-8 (noted as little as 3 in places) ounces of stir-about
and half a pint of milk

Dinner | 312 pounds of potatoes and one pint of skimmed milk







= The workhouse system was built to cater for
80,000 (1% of the population).

[=]

= The workhouses became massively
overcrowded which made disease a huge
problem.

[=]
= 10 Workhouse in Co Galway.

[=] X ; , Glenamaddy,
3 , Mountbellew, Oughterard,
Portumna,



W niof%':‘ Declared: 1
‘Site: 6:acres
Capacity: 1,000
Cost: £10,628
Opened: 1842
1853 Population: 465




YIVE BOARD OF GUARDIANS wist

* A capacity of 1,000 for a union the size of Ballinasloe was never likely to be sufficient,

even during a mild crisis. During the depths of the great hunger it proved wholly insufficient.
Indeed, even toward the end of the great hunger, the census of 1851 shows that there

were still 2,487 inmates in the institution.

* On June 30th 1849, there had been 4,098 inmates while 41 had died the previous week.

By the early Autumn, the numbers had dropped to 1,821. Sadly, this was not the result of a
‘seasonal swing’, but rather a devastating cholera epidemic with at least 860 dead by mid-
May as reported by the Galway Vindicator.

*052 Inmates and 250 in the fever hospital (WS, 24 Dec 1847) Western Star,

~ Paiiinasloe Union. 10 June 1848
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* On 30 December 1847, the
Commissioners wrote to the Board of
Guardians authorising them to “fit up the
National Schoolhouse at Clifden, belonging
to Mr. D'Arcy, as a temporary fever hospital
for the Clifden Union, and...the occupation
of the premises by the Board for the

purpose stated”.

» To further alleviate the chronic over-
crowding, it was also agreed that the
Commissioners would “take the site of the
building referred to for the erection thereon
of a permanent fever-ward, if the terms
upon which it is proposed to let the ground

be favourable to the Union”.
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Galway Mercury, 23 Oct 1852

Clifden Board of Guardians have largely contributed
to swell the ranks of the proselytizers, both by the

illegal discharge of paupers from the house, when

they had no earthly means of support, and their re-
fusal to admit those in a state of absolute destitution,
In June last there were about filty females, from
jourteen to twenty years old, turned out of the Clif-
den workhouse almost in astate of nudity, Twenty-
five of these persons being discharged on a Sunday
evening, took refuge in an open forge for the night.—
They were ashamed to exhibit themselves in the
street, so destitute were they of clothing. The Rev.
E. Gibbons, C.C., upon another oceasion found a
young female crying in the streets, with scarcely a
rag to cover her. She told him that the guardmns
turned her ont, and told Ler to go home. Her home
~ -when she Lad one—was aboat forty miles distant ;
but her fricnds were all dead, and she had no human
being to look up to for the slightest support. The
rev. gentleman supplied her with clothes, and folded
up the rags which had been patched together in the
workhouse, in order to send them to the Poor Law
Commissioners, that they might have occular demon-
stration of tLe harsh andillegal eonduct of the Clifden
guardians, but did not send them afterwards. He
preserves them as a memorial of the Awmane treat-
went which the unfortunate paupers receive at the
hands of the landlord guardians of the Clifden
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» Galway Union was one of the first declared in the
country, on 1 June 1839, and was the earliest declared
of all of those in this booklet. Inevitably perhaps, given
it had such a broad geographic area to cover, the union
was repeatedly under pressure including financial, and
even closed for a period.

* At the weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians on
November 18th 1847, Captain Herald confirmed that
‘there were 1202 paupers in the house, 149 applicants,
but 50 only could be admitted; consequently 99
persons in a state of destitution were left un-provided
for at the gates, which, of itself, at once shows the
distressed state of the Union generally.”

* There were 13 additional cases of fever that week,
which the surgeon attributed “fo the imprudent removal
of blankets that had been used in the fever hospital, to
the body of the house, without being previously
washed, thus communicating the disease to those who
unfortunately used them” and “he forbade the
admission of more than 1250 paupers until Straw
Lodge was prepared to receive the hospital patients, of
which there were 103.”

STARVATION.

An inquest was held on Thursday last, before Mr. Perrin,
at the Union Workhouse, on view of the body of Mary
Commins, who, it was said, died of starvat'on.

Mary Carr, examined—Is the wife of Mark Carr, and
lives in the village of Ballagh, about two miles from Galway
knew Mary Commins ; she was a beggar latterly, and fre-

quently called at witness's house for a bit to eat ; deceased

last called at witness's house about nine o’clock, on yesterdey
morning ; she called for a drink of water, and witness’s hus-
band gave deceased a small drop of milk through the water,
witness and her family are nearly as poor as deceased, so they
gave Jeceased no food ; deceased said she was in a burry, ro

she was going to the workhouse to seek admission as a pau-

per ; the neighbours have enough to do to feed themselves.
John Corcorar sworn—Is in the Galway Workhouse ;

went to Dangan on yesterday, by Mr. Coghlan’s orders, and

found deceased deai on the road, about balf-past 11 o'clock ;

there were several women stunding about deceased ; one

the women found 8d., a beads, a pipe, and 1d. worth of to-

bacco in the pocket of deeeased ; witness brought the body

0 e WOrsKhouse

Galway Mercury, 16 Jan 1847
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RETURN of Pavesns who were Admitted into, or Discharged from, the Workhouse; and of the
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Union Declared: 1839
Site: 7 acres Sheepfold
» Capacity: 500
* Cost: £6,792
‘\g Opened 1841
= 853 Populatlon 676

9. 6064




» Gort was the first of the workhouses in Co Galway to receive inmates, opening on 11
November 1841. The workhouse staggered from crisis to crisis however, both financial to
administrative. On his inspection of the Workhouse in February 1848, Captain Hanley claimed
that no part of the Commissioner’s instructions were fairly carried out, stating “the wards, yards,
&c, present one scene of confusion, filth, and disease.”

* The mismanagement highlighted by Hanley came on a week when there were 3,157
applicants for relief. He also highlighted that “on reference to the Committee Visiting Book, |
find no note of any Guardian having visited the interior of the house since the 8th March, 1847.”
Despite the Commissioner’s recommendations, ‘the dietaries are in the same state of neglect;
books not kept up, and matters left to the discretion of the master and matron. It is hardly
possible to conceive a house in a worse state, or in greater disorder.”

» Hanley recommended that “the only hope of correcting those evils, and affording the benefit
of the law to the truly destitute of the district, would be by dissolving the present Board, which |
feel it my duty to recommend”. The Commissioners supported this view and determined to
dissolve the board. The situation actually got worse, as the Limerick Chronicle of 23 May 1849
reported that “the goods and chattels of the Gort Workhouse were sold under execution this
day by the High Sheriff of Galway, at the suit of the creditors."

» An Englishman visiting the town in 1850 noted hundreds of women and children shivering at
the grounds of the workhouse noting the adults wore only rags.




Union Decld dsf(}S
Site: 6.5 acres gy
Capacity: 8oo

Cost: £8,789
Opened: 1842

1853 Population: 494
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» The 1848 ‘Papers relating to proceedings for relief of distress, and state of unions and
workhouses in Ireland’ paints a depressing picture. It was confirmed that on Saturday,
February 5th, “‘the number of inmates then in the house was 1136, being 236 persons more
than the house was calculated to contain, and 120 fresh cases were brought forward... it is
not wonderful, considering the mortality, fever and dysentery being prevalent, that persons
have been found who prefer the chance of death by the road-side to that of death by
disease in the workhouse, which since October last has carried off upwards of 200.”

"‘-w_— — 231y : W o5, ; i —— -
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hs from starvation have ceased to be v hrea at present is very insecure,
derful. The occurrence of such bas become tent of disease which prevails there;
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Union Declared: 1839
Site: 6 acres

Capacity: 8oo

Cost: £8,100

Opened: 1846




» Despite the union being declared in 1839, it w

would be seven years before Tuam Workhouse

took its first inmates because of difficulties in

collecting the Poor Rate.

* One of the major figures in the West of Ireland 4

during in these years was the Roman Catholic Mr Davis, the master, reported that the
Archbishop John McHale of Tuam Diocese. mau who accompanied a pauper, nawed Ho-
Various sources state that donations and bread & ket taet’ GOELTETIEURT RS TF TIPS

soup were distributed on his orders from his ::';t:l.’h?:u?l‘:i:. .:::;.::'I'; :‘;‘:b‘."“hfl’:’v""
kitchen during these years of crisis. children,

| had visited them on the Suuday previous, and
IR RIS OR (VR WVEVSTR T IR R e N ol(e] o IO IO RUSIE] that he had ascertained he was the husbend
(EAGER (R [s] g AV W RV I N MIEN of Honoria M:Donagh. The woman was
Lol ST ETES IS A RIRTES S F TR R called up, and ackuowledged that he was, and
‘proceedings for relief of distress, and state of in reply to a question why she hud represented
unions and workhouses’ that he was one of those :.""""h“ be °';3"'3 '&"‘" (? o when, in
in arrears in the payment of the poor rate. e e . O, Sake Seeiwayy Sad 0oy

Ear e _ Clare Tuam. She replied that she had been
N CRATE R VIETRT T EINSRUREEUIRCRUEEN rofuse] admission in the Galwav Workhouse,

food at Tuam Workhouse. For example, in if her husband would not go in with her, as
September 1851 the Leinster Express reported ho.upoeml that oy providing for her and the
that the ‘milk’ supplied to the workhouse was not  [LEULIIURTRUTILFT L PTTTRETY TN Y7 YA

milk, but liquid composed of lime, chalk, and water. i vt LT LR LI
were in the pawn office. The pour woman

1 to be allcwed to remuain fur a mouth.
Tuam Herald, 27 June 1846




t 11.—Proportion to esch 100 of the
of the Averago Numbera Reliored during the last Month of the Censmlg?‘nl SE1041, of the

parative Stat
Quarters ended 31 December, 1848, 31 Mareh, 1849, and 30 Juno, 1849. Averago Numbors Rolloved dure

I1.—C

' ing mcl:l of :‘hclii‘%nth- ?lt JD“"
1848 Mareh, —-and Juno,
December, 1848, March, 1549. Jane, 1849, , 1560 sud 1348, rospuctivcly. »

NAMES OF
UNIONS.

Dee., | March,
1848, | 1840.

i .| 12 | 1

Co. GAxwax: Porcent.| Per omt.
99,026 ! 2,040 47| 3,082 3,907 4,341 8,248 2‘0l 40

33,465 8,346| 10,894| 12,221 1,525 12,894 14,419 25°0 | 36°5

|
88,973 8,931 14,502 17,935, 3,428 19,319 22,747 10°0 | 20-2

43,543 6,307 5,205, 7.043! 2,276 6,873 9,149 145 | 162

71,774 5,315 5,048, 7,7 2,801 7,356| 10,157| 7-4¢| 108

74,974 6,969 14,130, 16,4 2,506 15,804{ 18,31 93| 220

Workhouse Accommedation 2
at the commoncemont
of cach Moath.

Month of the Quarter cuded 31 March, 1849,

NAMES OF Tu tho Workhouse. On the Out-Reliof Lists. Total.

UNIONS. ———
i

\on of 1841, of the Highest
Numbers Relieved during
th of the Quarter.

March.

Fzoportion toeach 100 of tha Censan
Topula
A
Aoy

L
Co. GArwaAx:
Ballinasloe - | 99,026 3,567
Clifden* - - | 33,465 10,801
Galway® - 88,978 : 15,206
Gorte - 43,543 8 1 7,137
Loughread 71,774 6,836
Tuam® - 74,974 8 s 14,568
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Capacity: 500 7

Cost: £6,245
Opefl.ed: 1853
1853 Populatien: 135




- In May 1848, the Galway Vindicator reported on ‘another horrible Rtk

MASTER & MATRON WANTED.

case of destitution, resulting in the death of a wretched man, named HE Boredof Gurdiosof he sove Crive
Michael Concannon... at the village of Glenamaddy’. His body was ER3375 bgs s ittt Clommers At

found ‘in a mangled state as if eaten away by rats and dogs’. m;g%:.;{:;;:;;‘2}:,::3:1*«;‘,,.;"“';?5%;1,;;;12;

y : and the National System of Edueation. he

- Glenamaddy however would have to wait another five years for a [T SN
the entire establishment,

workhouse. Though with a capacity of 500, the workhouse Sabeyfor Master- £30—wccurity renived £iC0
population never reached anywhere near same. *{f‘:““;:'“‘:u‘i':p;f‘:,a:?gm:f‘f
* On 20 Feb 1855 the Board of Guardians proposed that the union r'.,";’t:,...,afdﬂf“'::m'
be dissolved, however the commissioners declined to do so. s e .

*There were ad hoc issue re the treatment of inmates. Stst Jul 10, 0 0¥ Oriem Clert

Tuam Herald, 10 Aug 1850

» Throughout the latter years of the century there were just under
one hundred inmates, and half that in the early twentieth century.
» Mismanagement was rife at Glenamaddy, and the Leinster Express Y% =se®
reported that 730lbs of bread more than ordered was received by the

master and not accounted for. Also, rather shamefully, the

workhouse was without a Chaplin for a period during 1858-59.

* The main building of the workhouse was burnt by the IRA to

‘frustrate any attempt of military occupation’, with the Connacht

Tribune of 16 July 1921 describing the ‘well-planned’ operation.




MOUNTBELLEW UNION WORKHOUSE.: ¥ &

UILDERS and others are invited to deliver %
Tenders for the Executin
Works required to be perfurmed in the Erection of &
WoRrKUouse proposed to be Built 3t MoUNTBLLLEW, &
County of Galway. S
The Maus aad Specifications may be secn at the Poor -2%
Law Co nmissioners’ Otfice, Castom House, Dublin, (rom
tie st to the tith July next,inclusive ; and on sud after’.
the 8th July they may be seon with the Clok of the™v 0, ,,
Union, at Soautbellewo—Seated Tenders must be for- o)
warded under cover, directed N
“ The Pogr Law Commissioners,
** Dublin.
* Tender for Slountbellew Worklouse ™

And must be received on or before the 15th day of July
1550,

The Tenders must be made agresably to the Partion-
lars relatiog to Buildinﬁhb‘o"u‘cu lodged with the Piaus
and Specification, to wluch partics wie reterred for all 2
further ioformation relating 10 the proposed Coutract. o

The lowest Tender will nut be necessarily secepted.

Dublin, Sth June, 1850, 822

Galway Vindicator, 13 July 1850
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No. I.—Rerurx of Expenditure and Numbers Relieved in Year ended 29¢h September, 1856—continued.

Exponditure during the Y dod as ab INumber of Persons| Poundage|
Naxuns or Unioys. , - B EA0 K SN 0% =0 AROT0 ! rolieved dullng Valuation on ﬂ)f(ht\ Ex-

| Lo Year. 29tk September, ditur
’ 1 t P s pen
In-Maintenance. | Out-Reliof. ls““;i%“ﬁd Rations' 5) oinor Exponses. A"

R TR on the Va-
Total. ’ In-door. IOnt-door. luation.

5 d.[ | | z
7 10 1,419 61,529
| . 2es e o Sire WA i ;gg?;
' ..g‘s_? 0 535 9 3.535 2 8 99,673
456 342 13 1,605 19 8 4 45,006
1,060 520 14 5395 7 3 01,579
"363 3 169 9 6| 1,384 15 7 31,034
508 363 3 aaas 10 93 24,613
608 132 10 23 3,349 12 1
529 384 11 1,799 16

b3
3
V&

£ d £ sdy E2w dy 2
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PO DO HBET
= woi

e w0

s
2338g85""

Macroom, .
Mnghemfelt, .
Mal!owi L
Manorhamilton,
Midleton,
Milford, .
‘Millstrcet, .
Mitchclstm\'n,,
Mohill, . .

-
=4

i
79 |

3

.Q_.lgc—-OOO"?‘

-aqu-wtguwﬂco
hoooo SO

1,681 14 4 5,798 q 0 }jg,gg:)
537 4 103 4,133 6 & : 40,300
589 10 03] 4,078 19 11 96,100
942 1 33l 6,177 16 91,512
628 14 11 5,484 12 11’673
o7 18 © 1,190 11 105,462

1,244 7 6 6,801 5 |23’520
e 5 g’-;?g 7 119,573

6 5 W17 T
gg:; 19 0 1,427 18 67,110
3
6

Mullingar, .
a-mt . —
Navan, -
Nenagh,

£ Newceastle, -
i Nchort. . »
New Ross, - .
t Newry, . .
Newtownards, .
Newtownlimavady,
Oldcns‘fle. .
Om > * -
Oug’ilgterard, .
Parsonstown,
Portumna,
Rathdown,
Rathdrnm,
Rathkeale,
TRoscommon,
Roscren,
Scuiﬂ‘! .
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508 13 3,149 8 ?iggg
454 15 2,350 2 75,293
042 4 13 1,267 B Jheu
315 14 4| 2,538 11 01,398
249 8 4| 1,48 9 ;

0

0
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—
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—
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962 14 5,610 61 }‘ié?},‘é

713 15 4,386 13 26,106

487 8 7| 2,804 3 53,190

530 5 03 3,353 )1 41,605
1,749 14 ei 4,246 17 ;
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235,687
368 8 2,588 18 SO 0
191 7 113} 2,356 10 e B [continued.
“The board do not wish for any alteration in the present position of this Union, although they are fully sensible of the burden of the establishment
charges; they are of the opinion that any extra charge in this respect is amply compensated by the more efficient administration of affairs in a small

Union than in one larger area. They also feel that the area of a Union cannot be considerably enlarged without much injustice to the poor applicants for
relief, whose interests, as well as those of the ratepayers, it is equally the duty of the board to protect”.

=
-

O ®
e
-

! o

— b
cCoOMROOO
heate
| C—

|

Commissioners for Administering Laws for Relief of Poor in Ireland: tenth annual report with appendices, 1857



Tuam Herald, 14 July 1855

i Earty Frax.—A gentleman has present
dus with a specimen of the flax at preseat mw.
ing on the Mountbellew Workhouse farwm, which
' it can be seen at this office. It is decldc&y A
; “”“’““HHH sample, being 3 feet Ginches in |
L1 infall blossom and not tow rank. The s
=l id specimen before ns reflects much credltoo
\lr. oyce the Workhouse Master.— Ballinasloe

$ettitt

IRRRER

The Western News on 9 August 1884 painted a further positive picture of the Workhouse (agri):

“l proceeded to the workhouse to ascertain some particulars about that institution. | found the master in
his office working and the matron attending to her own duties. On informing the master, Mr Buren, the
object of my mission, he kindly said he would be delighted to afford me every opportunity to gratify my
curiosity, or rather judge for myself how the institution was managed. Before entering | was struck with
the splendid crops within the walls, the best | had seen through the country on my journey, and | came to
the conclusion that the place should have been intended as a Model Farm wherein to teach agriculture
to the people of the district. Imagine my surprise at being told by the master that the space enclosed
within the walls contained a little over four acres which were entirely farmed under his own supervision.
He informed me that all the potatoes, onions, and other vegetables used in the workhouse grew on the
ground | saw, and that the inmates did the work, so that it did not cost the union one penny for labour.
He managed to keep all employed with the result that the potatoes, onions, mangolds turnips, cabbage
plants and oats are the best in the country.”



nion Declared: 1849

Site: 8 acres

-

Population: 286

Capacity: 600
Cost: £7,000
Opened: 1857




Considered the second poorest union in Ireland, Oughterard
struggled from the outset with ‘unsatisfactory ‘collection of rates.

Religious disputes, over money, and sometimes over ‘souls’ was
not uncommon as right, with the Examiner on 9 Aug1852.

Proposals to dissolve or amalgamate Oughterard were
considered in various reports, including in 1886.

In Feb 1906, Colm de Bhailis / Colm Wallace (1796 -1906) the
Irish-language poet died within days of leaving the workhouse.

In 1922 the workhouse was burned by anti-treaty forces so that

the Free State Army would not have a lodging place in the area.
n ™ =

In June 1899 the workhouse was visited by Inspectors who ‘saw the 4
males and 3 females who are classified as of unsound mind ...l cannot
consider that the conditions under which they live— -their clothing,
bedding, arrangements for personal ablution, cleanliness, &c. are
satisfactory or suitable for such a suffering and helpless class “,

- Report on District, Local and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, 1899.

The Master swore that a woman named Kelly and her
children were admitted into the workhouse, and registered
as Protestants ; that on the evening of the 21st July he went
to her and found her weak ; he asked her did she wish to
see the Rev. Mr. O'Callaghan, who is the Protestant chap-
lain ; she said her little boy was anxious that she should
get a "gospel" from the priest, and she said she wished to
see the priest herself. The Master further swore that,
she being registered as a Protestant, and on referring to the
rules, he considered it his duly to send for the Protestant
chaplain, and bring both chaplains to the woman, and for
her to make her choice ; the Protestant chaplain arrived
first, accompanied by a Scripture reader of the name of Sul-
livan; the sick woman, Kelly, said in his presence she was
glad to see the Rev. Mr. O'Callaghan; he knelt down and
prayed with her, and had some religious conversation with
her ; the Protestant chaplain then told the master after
what he had heard from the woman’s own lips not to admit
the Rev. Mr. Kavanagh. The master communicated his
position to the matron and porter. The latter said, "he
would not be the man to keep the priest out." The porter
followed the Protestant chaplain and Scripture reader into
ward, and he told the former not to be " making signs at
the woman;" he called him also a rascal, and asked him
what brought him there. The master told the porter to
leave the place, but he refuted ; there were four or five
women in the ward shouting ; the porter had a fire shovel
in his hand ; he (the master) saw the priest on the floor,
but could not say what put him there; was not present at
the scuffle ; he sent for the police, but the violence ceased
immediately; when they arrived they had nothing to do as
all was peace then; heard the Protestant chaplain say to the
Roman Catholic chaplain during the scuffle to use his in-
fluence and prevent the noise, as it would be injurious to the
sick woman.

Cork Examiner, 9 August 1852



Union Declared: 1839
Site: 6 acres

Capacity: 8oo

Cost: £8,100

Opened: 1846




In January 1865, it was alleged that the deaths of two elderly women - Kitty Kelly and Bridget Grimes - had
been hastened by exposure after the two women were brought to the workhouse on a donkey cart instead of
an ambulance. This followed the death of a child in the same circumstances.

The Workhouse Guardians had opposed keeping a horse from the outset. The previous year, they had even
declined the offer of one as ‘it would cost too much to support a horse and groom’. This was despite the
scarcity of water and men offering a horse to the guardians to draw water from the Shannon.

The original Portumna Workhouse cart has recently been uncovered within the Workhouse buildings and will
form part of future exhibitions which have been added to the tour. The cart is available for viewing for visitors
to the Workhouse throughout the Autumn of 2017.

Among three charges against Margaret Abberton at the Portumna Petty Sessions on 11 June 1866 was a
charge of assaulting a fellow inmate with ‘an iron tongs hot out of the fire’, though that charge was
dismissed. She was also charged with assaulting a Porter, Michael Carey.

That summons read that Abberton ‘did assault the Complainant while in the discharge of his duty as
Workhouse Porter at Portumna Workhouse on the 1st of June 1866’. Margaret was imprisoned in Galway
gaol for one month with hard labour. Margaret died in 1870, aged only 20 years.

Among the visitors to the workhouse was W B Yeats, with one of his published quotes, from the ‘long room’
in the Workhouse Hospital at Portumna in 1905, being “why should we make so much noise about ourselves
and yet have nothing to say that was not better said in that workhouse dormitory, where a few flowers and a
few coloured counterpanes and the coloured walls had made a severe and gracious beauty’.



Various commissions were set up and sometimes paupers were
offered money and clothes to emigrate.

Between 1845 and 1854 around 200,000 people per year emigrated -
total of 2 million.

People emigrated mainly to Australia, Britain, Canada, and the
United States.

Many people died on the journey (‘coffin ships’.)

Union >15years | <15years | Total | Destination
Ballinasloe NY, Aus, NO
Loughrea NY, Aus, Que
Mountbellew 62 NY, Quebec,

Balt, NO, Bos

Parsonstown 115 Que, NY,
Aus, NO,

Portumna o

Returns of ‘Assisted Migration from various unions, 1855-1860’



”.‘_i: AL
| FOR NEW YORK,

~ TO SAIL POSITIVELY
- ON ‘t% 15ra DXY OF FEBRUARY NEXT,
. (Wind and W eather permitting, )

The Splendid Fast Sailing, Firet-Class Copper-fasiened |

‘ British built Shi

¢ UNDINE,” OF LIMERICK,-
.Burthen Register, 203 Tons,
| JoHN STRIBLEY, MASTER,

r HIS superior Vessel is now in Port
A and will be dispatched at the above
mentioned period.

Emigrants will do well to avail themselves of this

| most desirable o unity of going direct to New

York ; they will be landed there in time for the

Spring labour, ‘and thereby avoid the delay of

remaining here for the Spring Ships to Quebec; as

well as the long and tedivus passage there, and
enormous expense of travelling to the States.

The “UNDINE” is well-known i the Pas-
e from this port for her extraordinary
and is commanded by a most expe-

skiltul Master ; she will be fitted upin |

such a manuner as to ensure comfort and accommo-
dation toher passengers.

An abaudant supply of Fuel and !‘Vatcr. together
with good and wholesome Provisions, agreeable tq
Act of Patliament, will be sapplied, and as many
of the B are already engaged, early application
is nece n to Measrs. Sn;am*Durruw. the
M' ulgrave street. Li ; or to
¢ 5 i W. J.SI{AW, Ballinasloe,
ny of the undermentioned : —

Ly, Henry-street, Limerick
‘Taylor, Kilrush.

"i‘ ‘
epb J. Bromell, Gas- Neoagh.

3 s“’tsm ! :

(32

Western Star, 9 Jan 1847 & 21 Apr 1847 _ :
2 aTiox.—Every duy gur docka, are
crowded with groups of n"!!wh bound for
dnﬁuc:lnt.pu: of America. Persons who b
acarcely an idea some weeks ago of leaving this
lsland, are being shipped for (as they term it),
the land of liberty and plenty ! Evea tie towns
mhmgoinginlumhn: our decks have
more crowded with shipping this week than
ever belore,—Galway Flindicator. | ==

Liverpo.l to dustralia.

HE “TOX"LINEof PACKETS
Established a Quarter of a Century,

The following Splendid Ships will be despatched
FOR SYDNEY DIRECT.
Ship Captain.  Tous, To Sail.
FREDERICK... M‘Nulty 15th August.
FOR MELBOURNE AND SYDNEY.
s addning Lavertyf....

The above First-cla are Clipper-built, sail
fast, carry Surgeon commanded by gentle-
wen of great experjfnce, 3 and their Bag-
gage are Janded oyfthe g¥y;

or rate of Freight, and to seeure berths, aﬂgly to
the Owners, Messrs, P. Magee and Mr. James Leving-
ston ; orto HENRY FOX,
2, King Street, Liverpool.

The Packet Ship “ Africa” arrived at Melbourne on

the 16th April, all well. ' a6

Galway Mercury, 30 July 1853




Western Star, 10 June 1848

Worxmouse EMIGRATION. —At a meeting o
the Poor Law Guardians of the Roscommon
Umon, on Wednesday, the following resolution
was adopted :—* That this hoard apply  to the
commissioners for their sanction to appropriate
£500 to enable the certain number of female

paupers to emigrate, and that said sum so applied
to emigration purposes he refunded by the electo.
ral divisions from which paupers in the workhouse
shall emigrate by a poundage rate equal to the

costs incurred on the estimated wvalue of
the respective divisions. "—Carried. — Iloscommon

Jowrnal.
Tuam Herlad, 12 June 1852

: BaxiGRATION, ERoM THE; Podnmouses.—The. Bal-
linaslos: Stur, states:-—* We are in a pusition to state
that very muny of the parties.alluded to are leaving
the workhouses: never to return to then.again, and
for this very gratifying and cogent veason, they are in
receipt of ‘rewmittances.from their relutionsin’ Ameriea
to ennble them.:to emigrate to that * home of Irishmen,’
the name now generally given.tothe United States by
the peasantry., We bhave heard; and from- n sure
source, that within, tha: past six weeks upwards. of
20,0001, bave been received, in sums. varying from
51, to 30k, Ly persons in. this country, the great ma-
jority of whom:liad been receiving relief in-the work-
houses up to the-time of theamoney reaching:them.
In ‘many: eases the poor people-have. kept the matter
secret, through' a mistaken fenr-that if it were.known
to the poor law offitials a portion.oft the money.-would
be impounded to-puy. for their keepswhile in the work-
house, to guard agninst which the monay is consigned
to some third party—some shopkeeper, or person who
could be depemded upon, to have it snfely conveyed to
its intended destination.without the knowledge of the
workhouse offleers.”™ PR S

Ballinasloe Star (in the Anglo-Celt), 25 Sept 1851




Life in the Co Galway Workhouses was difficult... With penalties for refusals...
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Petty Sessions, Mountbellew, 13 Nov 1888
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i 7
PARTIES—COMPLATNANT AND DEFENDANT. PARTICULARS OF ORDER OR DISMISSAT.
(The Christian and Surname, Rank, Oceupation, or other addition,

¢ - i CAUSE OF COMPLAINT,
and Residence, stating Parish and Townland, to be given, and Namea of Wl:;nmges examined, 4
the parties to be distinguished by prefixing their and whether for Complainant

ati Complainant or Defendant.) or Defendant,

6

Tf Dismiss, whether with or without prejudice, and whether with or without Costs, &e.
Tn EJectmen.t-, when to be evicted, and from what and whose Premises, &o.
B8 850 forthin S mons: If to be Whipped, whether in or out of Prison, &e., &o.

(Where Money ordered to be paid by or to any Person,
Complainant, | Defendant.

words at full length in this Column, as well as to
Maney Colnmne,)
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F'Pe‘tt‘y Sessions, Mountbellew, 23 Feb 1892
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Glanders and Faroy,

Hooping Cough.

Dysuntery.
Diarrhees,

Thrush,
Aguo,

Croup

Pemphigus

I Influcoza,

2 Mar, 1842,
11 Dec. 1841,
1 Jan. 1842,
26 Feb, 1042,
4 May, 1846,
8 Mar. 1847,
29 June, 1850,
9 Nov. 1850,
26 Feb, 1853,
7 Aug. 1852,

Garway Towx:

Gulway W, H.

Garway Co, :

Gort W, H.

Ballinasloe W, H.
Loughrea W. H.

Tuam W. H. ,
Clifden W. H.

QOughterard W, H.
Portumna W, H,

Glennamaddy W, H.
Mountbellew W, H,

Total, Galway
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SPORADIC DISEASES.

Or m::”(t.x‘::(iulun.\‘u Or e Rysrirarony Oncans, Or Tax Digesmive ORGANS.
e r—— Wonknouvses

ny Couxvies, Cinies,

Rmp’vrml

&o.

Lungs,
tines,
Bowoels

Diseaso of Stomach,

Water on the Chost.

Disease of lntes-
Liver Complaint.

Chest Affection,
unspeeifiod,
Gastrie Fever.

Peritonitis

Infammation of

Genoml,
Bronehitis,
Jaundiece.
Worms

; \'Zn_ﬂlhi‘ of Blood.
Spitting of Blood.

Discase of Heart
A Hemotrhage,
| Tnflammation of

£ | Consumption,
g Emph)&-m_l.
£ | Teothing.

"

8

i ‘ Dropsy.
-

a_

3

a2

¥ | Ancurism.
3
-

£ | Cyvanche,
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Garway Towx :
L. | Galway W. H.
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5 M. } Mountbellew W.H.
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Parliamentary Papers, House of Commons and Command 1861: Table of Deaths 30 Mar 1861 to 7 Apr 1861



Appendiz to Twentieth Report on District, Criminal,

Nayes or Unioss, &c.

Simyple
Idiots,
under 14

years of age.

i

Epileptie
1dioiy,
wnter 14
years of age.

Total of the
{wo preceding
Classes.

[Arr. B.

Ixsane Prrsoxs ixv UNIon

No. 1.—REerury showing the Number of 1diots in Union Workhouses,

Simple
Idiots,
14 vears and
under 30.

Epileptio
ldiots,
14 years and
under 30.

Total of the
two preceding
Classes.

CONNAUGHT.

Co. G-‘\L“’s\‘. .
3udlinasloe, .
Clifden, .
Galway,
Giennamaddy,

?
Ougliterard, .
Portumua, .
Tuum, . .

Report on District, Local and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland with appendices 1872

|

M.

g orram




Arp. B.] and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland.
VWoRrRKHOUSES, IRELAND—conéinued.

ireland, on the 31st December, 1870, classified under the following heads:—

e

Simple . Epileptie - GRross ToTaL
Idiots, i 1diots, Total of the Total Total

- - Py OF SIMPLE
Wwo prece S i
over s ' two preceding imple Epiieptic

: l NAxes oF UNIONS, &C
i : g AND EPILEPTIC
30 yearS. 30 }.ears. i Cla.sses. 1 Id‘ow. ldwtﬂ.

IpioTs.

=

F.

ot
L5
.

CONNAUGIIT.
Co. GaLwAY:

3. Ballinasloe.

1| Clifden.

3 Galway.

8! Glennamaddy.

3| Gort.

5| Loughrea.

. | F.
|

]

O St

-
-

QS b= T

4! Oughterard.
1! Portumna,
o Tuam,

c"l I
Poud
& -

D =

1
-]
1
4

o= e MtOlG‘ : o

11 &8 1 1 a )l

Report on District, Local and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland with appendices 1872




As late as the 1881 census there were still 2,099 Inmates in Co Galway Workhouses...

TABLE IX.—NUMBER of PERSONS in the PRINCIPAL INSTITUTIONS, viz. :—WORKHOUSES, Hosprrars, PuBLic Luxamg

ASYLUMS, PRISONS, REFORMATORIES, &c., in the County of GALWAY and ty of the T
Night of the 3rd of April, 1881, ounty o and County of the Town of GALWAY, on the

*,* Alms-houses, Model Lodging Houses, and Police Stations are excluded.

Locality. ‘Total Number in Institutions, Number of Special Inmates—
including Officers and thoic a8 Paupers, Pationts,

T Familics. Lunatics, Prisoncrs, &e,
nstitutions. Poor Law Union or Disponsary
Snpotintmdon.t 's or
Diatriet. Rogistrar's District, Persons, | Males. | Femalos. | Porsons. | Males. | Females,
—mmnm———— ——————— O —

‘WoORKHOUSE, (@)

——

Garway, . . GALWAY,No.2, . .| () 435 190 245 421 185 236
Do, () | BALLINASLOE, .| BAxtvastoe, . . 319 136 184 513 132 1851
Do., : © |Toax, . . Tuax, No.1,. . .| () 283 146 137 269 141 1%
Do, . . ) |Gom®, . . Gom®,: o o« % o] (28 a1 127 210 89 1m
Do., (@) | LovGHREa, , LoUGHREA, . . . 179 20 80 173 88 85
Do, (& |Portusya, . PorTuxya, No.1,. . 158 82| - 76 153 80 7
Do., © | GLExNAMADDY, GLENNAMADDY, . . 147 75 72 138 72 &

Do., (¢) | Crirpen, = CrLIPDEN,
L0

. 143 73 70 135 71 7
7 - ovanrmnazo, . ovommanann, | ol ol _w| wl o« o

Census of Ireland 1881: Area, Population and Number of Houses; Occupations, Religion and Education volume 1V, Province of Connaught



In 1891 census there were still 1,719 Inmates in Co Galway Workhouses...

Locality. Total Number in Institutions, Number of Special Inmates.
Py inclading Officers and as Paupers, Patients,

Institations thoir Families. Lupatics, Prisoners, &e
Supmintanieat Begiinr's Dispensary or
District. Reglatrar’s Distriot, Porsons, | Males. | Females, | Persons. | Males, | Femaly

WOREHOUSE, . BALLINASLOE, BALLINASLOE, k) 255 123 132 240 118
Do, « . 2 & . CLIFDEN, . . | CLIFDEN, . 108 49 50 102 47

Do, . 2 E S # GALWAY, . GALWAT, No.2, ; (k) 313 192 148
. . GLENNAMADDY, GLENNAMADDY, . - 5 106 46 60
GORT, . . .|Gort, . . b (k) 208 107
LOUGEREA, . LOUGHREA, . . 189 91 78

OUGHTERARD, . . 87 44
PORTUMNA,No. 1, . . 58
Tuax,No. 2, . 218

Census of Ireland 1891: Area, Population and Number of Houses; Occupations, Religion and Education volume 1V, Province of Connaught



In the 1901 census there were still 1,681 Inmates in Co Galway Workhouses...

MISCELLANEOUS TABLES.

TasLe XI.—Numser of PErsons in the PRINCIPAL INSTITUTIONS, viz.:—WoRKHOUSES, HospiTaLs, PusLic LuNaTIC
Asyrums, Prisons, &c., in the County of GALway on the Night of the 3lst March, 1901.
»,® Almshouses, Model Lodging-houses, and Police Etations are excluded.

Locality. Totsl Namber in Institutions, | Number of Special Inmztes—
including Officers and their as Paupers, Patients, Lunatics,
Institutions Families. Prisoners, &c. -
. Poor Law Union or Dispensary or
s“mmﬁ‘x,:i:i‘ef“hw' Registrar's District. Persons. | Males. | Pemales. | Persone | Males | Females.
WORKHOUSE, . . . . . . (a)|BALLINASIOE, . . .|BALLINASIOE, . . .| (@241 104 137 219 % 123
Do., > ip e & mABNVOIDMENW: « « » . SJCHEOEN = v e 107 51 56 102 49 53
Do, @) Garway, . . . .|GALway,No.2, . .| (o316 178 198 850 173 7
Do, . (@ | GLENNAMADDY, . .[GLENNAMADDY, . . 9% a i3 82 i 3
Do, . () | Gorr, « s o |l GORY TR () 178 84 %5 162 9 83
Do, LOUGHREA, LOUGHREA, . . .| (¢)135 74 61 116 70 46
Do, . (») | OUGHTERARD, . OUGHTERARD, . . . 83 46 42 81 44 37
Do,, « + « '+ « . (| PorroamNa, . | PorTUMNA, No.1, . .| (9132 60 72 123 58 85
Do, s e b w aYlTORE s . v e lTORENGE o . sl (9 % 102 175 85 90
COUNTYINPIRMARY, . . . . (|GALwAy, . . . .|GAuwAr,Nol . . 40 18 22 % 7 9
GALWAY FEVER HosprTan, . . ) = R S o S No. 2, = 12 4 8 8 4 4
(a) Situated in Ballinasloe Urban D ») These Institutions are situated in rural districts.
Ec} Sitnated in Gaiway Orben Distriet. (%} Eitaated 1n Loughres Urban District,
¢) Including Sisters of a Religious Community.

Census Returns of Ireland for 1901; giving details of the Area, Houses, and Population, also Ages, Civil or Conjugal Condition,

Occupations, Birth-places. Religion and Education of the People, in each County, and Summary Tables for each Province: volume |



In the 1911 census there were still 1,482 Inmates in Co Galway Workhouses...

TABLE XI.—NUMBER OF PERSONS in the PRINCIPAL INSTITUTIONS, Viz. :—WORKHOUSES, HOSPITALS, PUBLIC LUNATC
AsyLums, PRrISONS, &c., in the County of GALWAY on the Night of the 2nd April, 1911.
*.* Almshouses, Model Lodging-houses, and Police Stations are excluded.

Loecality. Total Number in Institu- | Number of Special Inmates

tions, including Officers &s Pa Patienf
Institutions. R TR T i and their Families, upm u,

Poor Law Union or

| )

Superintendent Registrar's Dispensary or
E District. Registrar's District. Persons. I Males. | Females. Pcrsons. Males, |Pm!u.
i

Ballinasloe . 5 . | Ballinasloe . r - 218 112 110
Clifden . g 3 . 2 2 = 49 8-1 64 40

Galway . - o . . 141 208 320 135
Glennamaddy : 2 82 |

Gort . . .|Go - - N 57 1
Loughrea 7

Oughterard . . . |Oughterard . . . s 37 2|
Portumna . 5 . £ F i 110 97 o ‘
Tuam . . . Tuam No.1 . . . '7 183 101 161 98 8 |

)
185
3
62
4l

Census returns for Ireland, 1911, showing area, houses, and population; also the ages, civil or conjugal condition, occupations,
birthplaces, religions, and education of the people Province of Connaught



Some became hospitals and homes for the elderly

Most destroyed after...

St

St Brendan’s Nursing;_'l—-l—ome, Loughrea. Former Workhouse.



