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Characteristics of our native trees and shrubs

The Tree Selection Guide (Table 1) indicates the relevant characteristics
of the main native trees and shrubs in Ireland. This guide lists the maximum
height of each of the trees and shrubs although size can vary considerably
from site to site depending on the nature of the soil and local environment.
Those trees and shrubs that are suitable for shaded or exposed gardens
are also indicated. Growth rate is important if you want something fo
quickly provide screening or shelter. The value of each species to wildlife
(= biodiversity value) is also briefly described, which can help you decide
what to plant if you want to create a wildlifefriendly garden. The most
attractive features of each tree and shrub are noted to assist garden
design.

Types of planting stock available

People often don't realise when buying trees and shrubs that there is a
range of sizes and types of planting stock available. The right choice for
you depends on the scale of planting (e.g. a large area to be planted or
a small garden), the planting scheme (e.g. a public green space where
immediate impact may be required), and the nature of site (e.g. exposed
or sheltered) and of course, the budget.

Trees and shrubs can be bought
from a free nursery, garden
centre, or even by mail order. The
main types of planting stock
available are: i) barerooted trees
in winter, ii] pot or container
grown trees and iii) rootballed
trees. And they come in a range
of sizes from ‘whips’ (45 cm - 250
cm height), fo light standards (6-8
cm girth), standards (8-10 cm
girth) and heavy standards (12-
14 cm girth), and various sizes in
between.

Bare-root free / Crann fréamhlom

The best approach when choosing trees is to buy a range of sizes, if you
can. Large trees (known as ‘heavy standards’) make an immediate and
often impressive impact adding instant maturity to your garden but they
are more difficult to plant, require staking and can be expensive. Smaller
frees are easier to move and plant, are more likely to establish successfully,
may not require staking, can adapt more easily to exposed sites, and are
usually considerably cheaper (depending on the species). By purchasing
one or two large trees (or more depending on space and budgef) and
several smaller trees, you can transform the green space around your
house into a beautiful mature garden.




Saintréithe ar gcrann agus ar dtom didchasach

Léirionn an Treoir maidir le Roghnt Crann (Tébla 1) na saintréithe dbhartha
a bhaineann le priomhchrainn agus priomhthoim dhichasacha na
hEireann.  Liostaitear uasairde gach crann agus tom sa freoir seo cé gur
féidir athr( suntasach a bheith ann 6 shuiomh go suiomh ag brath ar néddor
na hithreach agus ar an timpeallacht Gititil. Tugtar éiri0 freisin ar na crainn
agus foim sin a bheadh oiritnach do ghairdini a bhionn faoi scath né déibh
sidd atd nochta don aimsir. T4 tébhacht leis an réta fais més mian leat rud
éigin a dhéanfaidh sciath n6 foscadh go luath. Luaitear freisin an luach
atd ag gach speiceas don fhiadhdlra (= luach bithéagsilachta), rud a
chabhréidh leat i do rogha plandaithe més gairdin batil don fhiadhilra
atd uait. Déantar cur sios freisin ar na gnéithe is tarraingti a bhaineann le
gach crann agus tom chun cuidit le dearadh gairdin.

Cinedlacha stoic le cur ata ar fail

Is minic nach gcuimhnionn daoine nuair atd siad i mbun crainn agus foim
a cheannach go mbionn stoc le cur ar féil i réimse leathan méideanna agus
cinedlacha éagstla. Braithfidh an rogha is cirte duitse ar an scéla
plandaithe (e.g. achar mér né gairdin beag le cur), ar an scéim plandaithe
(e.g. spds glas poibli ina mbionn éifeacht léithreach ag teastdil), agus ar
naddr an léithredin (e.g. cibé atd, né nach bhfuil, foscadh ann) agus ar
ndéigh, ar an mbuiséad.

Is féidir leat crainn agus toim a cheannach 6 phlandlann chrann, 6 ionad
garraiodéireachta, né fio & ghnélacht postdiola. Is iad seo a leanas na
priomhchinedlacha stoic até ar fail: i) crainn fhréamhloma sa gheimhreadh,
ii) crainn a fhéstar i bpota né i gcoimeddén, agus iii) crainn le daba
fréeamhacha orthu. Bionn siad ar féil de réir méideanna éagsila 6
bhuinnedin (45 - 250 c¢m ar airde) go crainn éadroma chaighdednaithe (6
- 8 cm timpeall), crainn chaighdednaithe (8 - 10 cm timpeall) agus crainn
throma chaighdednaithe (12 - 14 cm timpeall) agus méideanna éagsila
laistigh de na réimsi sin.

Agus t0 i mbun crainn a roghné is é an cur chuige is fearr nd raon
méideanna difridla a cheannach, més féidir. Bionn éifeacht lithreach agus
mhérthaibhseach ag na crainn mhéra (ar a dtugtar ‘crainn throma
chaighdednaithe’) agus cuireann siad cuma aibi ar do ghairdin ar an toirt,
ach bionn siad nios deacra le cur, bionn s& stacén i gceist leo agus
d'théadfadh siad a bheith costasach. Té sé nios éasca crainn bheaga a
bhogadh agus a chur, is é is ddichi go mbunéfai go rathiil iad, seans nach
mbeadh sé stacan ag teastdil vathu, téann siad i dtaithi nios fearr ar
|Githredin sceirditla, agus go hionduil bionn siad i bhfad nios saoire (ag
brath ar an speiceas atd ann). Méa cheannaionn ti crann mér né dhé (né
nios mé nd sin ag brath ar an spas agus ar an mbuiséad) agus roinnt crann
beag, is féidir leat gairdin élainn aibi a dhéanamh den spés glas timpeall
an fi.
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Native trees and shrubs raised in Ireland from Irish seed (which have
the maximum ecological value and are most likely to thrive) are
increasingly available. Much of the stock for sale, however, is sfill grown
from imported seed or plants. Ask about the origin of the plants before
you buy. Let the staff in your local nursery or garden centre know you
would prefer truly native stock. A demand will increase the supply. Most
of the nurseries and garden centres in Co. Galway sell some native
trees and shrubs but not all are grown locally or from Irish seed.

i) Bare-rooted trees

Barerooted trees or ‘whips’ (i.e. they don’t come in a pot and have
little or no soil around their roots) are the cheapest option available.
Whips are cheaper than nursery ‘standards’ (usually larger pot grown
or rootballed trees), easier to transplant, and can often outgrow them
in a few years. The best size of young tree for most situations is the
whip that is about 45 cm to 100 cm high. Taller specimens can be
considered if planting in sheltered locations. Barerooted trees can be
planted only in the dormant season when the leaves are off the frees
(the beginning of December until the end of March or April for conifers
such as Scots pine and yew). Buy only plants with compact, bushy roots
that have been well-stored (in soil). Once bare-rooted trees are taken
out of the soil at the garden centre or nursery, they should be kept in
heavy plastic bags (to prevent the roots from drying out) and stored in
a cool dark dry place for a few weeks at most. Trees should be planted
as soon as possible after buying.

ii) Pot grown and root-balled trees

Pot grown and rootballed trees are usually more expensive than bare-
root trees, and can be much larger. These trees can be planted any
time of the year but it is advisable to avoid planting immediately after
the young leaves have opened. If possible, check that pot or container
grown trees are not potbound (i.e. kept in the pot too long, with
cramped roots ready fo burst out of the pof).

Root-balled trees tend to be large trees (offen >2.5m in height) that a
tree nursery regularly lifts and root prunes to encourage the
development of a network of fibrous roots surrounding a ball of soil.
When the trees are to be delivered, the rootball is covered in hessian
sacking and wire mesh. These trees can be stored in a sheltered
location but should be planted as soon as possible. The sacking and
wire mesh do not need to be removed (they break down naturally).
Loosen the ‘neck’ of the root-ball prior to planting to allow room for the
trunk to grow.
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Ta fail nios mé ag teacht ar chrainn agus ar thoim dhichasacha
a fhéstar in Eirinn 6 shiolta Eireannacha (is mé an luach
éiceolaiochta atd iontu agus is orthu is doichi rath a theacht). |
gcds formhér an stoic até ar diol, afach, féstar fos é as siolta nd
as plandai iompértéilte. Cuir ceist faoi bhunis na bplandai sula
gceanndidh 10 iad. Abair leis an bhfoireann i do phlandlann
dichasach. Tiocfaidh méadi ar an solathar de réir éilimh. |
measc formhér na  bplandlann  agus  na  n-ionad
garraiodéireachta i gContae na Gaillimhe bionn roinnt crann
agus tom dichasach le diol ach ni go héaititil nd 6 shiolta na
hEireann a fhéstar iad uile.

i) Crainn fhréamhloma

Is € an rogha is saoire atd ann na crainn fhréamhloma né
‘buinnedin’ (i.e. ni i bpota a bhionn siad agus is fiorbheagan
ithreach a bhionn timpeall na bhfréamhacha). Bionn buinnedin
nios saoire nd crainn phlandlainne chaighdednaithe (de ghnath
is crainn nios mé iad seo a fasadh i bpotai né is crainn iad le
daba fréamhacha orthu), bionn siad nios éasca le hathchur, agus ~ Petgrown trees / Crainn a thastar i bpota

is féidir leo fas thar na cinn 0d in imeacht roinnt blianta. Is é an buinnedn, até thart ar 45 cm go 100 cm ar
airde, an méid is fearr do chrann 6g faoi fhormhér na ndélai cuir. s féidir crainn nios airde né sin a roghni
ma tathar & geur i lithredin faoi thothain. Ni chuirtear crainn thréamhloma ach sa séasir suanach nuair nach
mbionn duillidr orthu (tds mi na Nollag go dti deireadh mi an Mhérta - né6 mi Aibredin i gcés buaircineach
amhail an péine albanach agus an tidr). Né& ceannaigh ach plandai a bhfuil fréamhacha dlotha scothdnacha
orthu agus a bhi dea-stéréilte (in ithir). Nuair a bhaintear crainn fhréamhloma as an ithir san ionad
garraiodbireachta né sa phlandlann, ba cheart iad a choimedd i mélai troma plaisteacha (ionas nach
dtrioméidh na fréamhacha) agus a chur in it fhionnuar dhorcha thirim ar feadh cipla seachtain ar a mhéad.
Ba cheart crainn a chur chomh luath agus is féidir i ndiaidh a gceannaithe.

ii) Crainn a fhastar i bpota agus crainn le daba fréamhacha orthu

Go hionduil bionn crainn a fhéstar i bpota agus crainn le daba fréamhacha orthu nios costasai nd crainn
fhréamhloma, agus d'théadfadh siad a bheith i bhfad nios airde. Is féidir na crainn seo a chur am ar bith i rith
na bliana ach moltar gan iad a chur direach i ndiaidh oscailt na nduilleog 6g. Mas féidir, seicedil nach bhfuil
crann ar fésadh i bpota né i gcoimeddan é sdinnithe sa phota (i.e. coinnithe réfhada sa phota, agus a chuid
fréamhacha cingaithe réidh le pléascadh amach as an bpota).

De ghnath bionn crainn le daba fréamhacha orthu sach mér (go minic >2.5 m ar airde) agus iad & mbaint
amach go rialta ag an bplandlann leis na fréamhacha a phrandil, rud a chuidionn le gréasdin de fhréamhacha
sndithineacha a fhorbairt thart ar dhaba ithreach. Nuair a bhionn na crainn le seachadadh, cumhdaitear an
daba fréamhacha le sacan heisedin agus liontan sreinge. Is féidir na crainn seo a stérail faoi thothain ach ba
chéir iad a chur chomh luath agus is féidir. Nil aon ghd leis an sacén agus an liontén sreinge a bhaint den
chrann (dianscaoiltear iad go nddirtha). Déan ‘muinedl’ an daba fréamhacha a scaoileadh rud beag roimh
phland? chun spés a thagail d'fthas an tamhain.



National Tree Week and Tree Day

National Tree Week is an annual festival celebrating the many positive aspects of trees in our lives and
environment. It is organised by the Tree Council of Ireland and usually takes place during the first week in
March. The main aim of the week is to raise awareness of the value of trees and to encourage people to plant
trees. Contact the Environment Section of Galway County Council prior to Tree Week and you may be able to
obtain some native trees for community tree planting projects. (Tel. 091 476402,

E-mail environment@galwaycoco.ie). Tree Day is another national day to celebrate trees organised by the Tree
Council. It is usually held in October. www.ireecouncil.ie

Planting a tree

When planting a tree, dig a hole that is a
good bit larger than the root area of the
tree. Break up the subsoil at the bottom of
the hole with a spade (to encourage the
roots fo grow down in search of water and
anchorage). Spread a layer of well-rotted
farmyard manure, garden compost or
slow-release fertiliser (available in garden
centres) in the base of the hole to help the
young trees get off to a good start.

Place the tree (which has been soaking in
a bucket of water) in the hole making sure
that there is enough room to spread out the
roots. Try to ensure that the free is planted
at the same depth as it was when growing
in the nursery. This should be a little bit
above the highest roots and is marked by
a change in the colour of the stem. Planting
too deeply may result in the tree stem
rofting while planting too shallowly may
result in the tree drying out if the roots are
exposed. Fill in the soil over the roots
ensuring that no roots or bark are
damaged. Firm the soil around the roots
carefully with your foot and water well
after planting to settle the soil around the
rootfs.

Seachtain Ndisiunta na gCrann agus La na gCrann

Féile bhliantil is ea Seachtain Ndisionta na gCrann a cheilirann raidhse gnéithe
dearfacha a bhaineann le crainn inér saol agus inér dtimpeallacht. Is i Comhairle Crann
na hEireann a eagraionn an fhéile a bhionn ar sitl de ghnath i rith na chéad seachtaine
i mi an Mhérta. Priomhaidhm na seachtaine is ea miscailt feasachta i measc an phobail
ar luach na gerann chomh maith le daoine a spreagadh chun crainn a chur. Déan
teagmhdil le Ranndn Comhshaoil Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe roimh Sheachtain na
gCrann agus féadfaidh 1o roinnt crann dichasach a fhéil le haghaidh tionscadal pobail
i geur crann.

(Teil. 091 476402, R-phost environment@galwaycoco.ie). L& néisionta eile a cheilidrann
crann is ea La na gCrann atd faoi stivir Chomhairle Crann na hEireann. Is i mi Dheireadh
Fémhair a bhionn sé de ghnéth. www.treecouncil.ie

Crann a Chur

Nuair atd crann le cur agat, déan poll ar mhéid cuid mhaith nios mé né an tachar timpeall
fréamhacha an chrainn. Tég 14i agus déan an ftho-ithir i dtéin an phoill a bhriseadh go
maith (chun na fréamhacha a spreagadh le fas anuas i direo an uisce agus an daingnithe).
Leath ciseal d'aoileach lofa go maith, méirin né leasachan mallghniomhach (ar féil in
ionaid gharraiodéireachta) i mbun an phoill chun tis maith a chur le fés na gerann 6g.

Leag an crann (a cuireadh ar maos i mbuicéad uisce roimhe seo) sa pholl, agus cinntigh
go bhfuil neart spdis leis na freamhacha a leathadh amach ann. Déan iarracht an crann
a chur chomh domhain agus a bhi sé nuair a bhi sé ag fas sa phlandlann. Ba cheart é
seo a bheith beagdn os cionn na bhfréamhacha is airde agus léiritear é sin le hathr(
datha sa tamhan. Mé chuirtear crann ré-dhomhain d'théadfadh an tamhan lobhadh ach
més ré-€adomhain a chuirtear é, t& an baol ann go dirioméidh an crann mé nochtar na
fréamhacha. Cuir ithir thart ar na fréamhacha agus cinntigh nach ndéantar aon daméiste
do na fréamhacha né don choirt. Daingnigh an ithir timpeall na bhfréamhacha go
cOramach le do chos agus déan tréan-viscit i ndiaidh cuir leis an ithir a shocri go maith
timpeall na bhfréamhacha.




Alternatively small whips can be planted by pushing a spade into
the soil, levering it backwards and lifting it out, leaving a slit to
hold the roots. Place the roots of the whip in the slit and heel it in
by firming the soil around the plant with your foot to seal the hole.
It is not advisable to plant in very wet, windy or frosty conditions.

Trees grow best without stakes. Taller trees (>2m height),
however, need a stake and tie until the roots are well established.
Secure the stake in the planting hole before you plant (after
temporarily positioning the tree) so that you don’t damage the
roots. When the tree has been planted, attach the stake to the
trunk with a tree tie. A stake placed approximately one third the
height of the tree should be all that is required for most trees (a
double stake may be necessary for very large trees and/or in
windy locations). The purpose of the stake is to help stabilise the
roots, not to prop up the trunk. It should be possible to remove
the stake entirely within two to three years of planting.

Ensuring successful results

If you've spent money planting a few trees, it's worth taking care
of them! It doesn’t take much effort but without some aftercare,
many frees get choked by weeds, strangled by stake ties or
slashed by strimmers and fail to reach their full potential, which
can be disappointing.

Some tips for tree aftercare:
Check young trees in the first few weeks after planting. Firm
up the soil around them if necessary, especially after
particularly windy weather in case the roots have loosened
and trees are in danger of being blown out of the ground.
In dry weather, newly planted trees should be watered as their
root system may not yet be fully developed. This is particularly
important immediately after planting trees but also for the first
growing season (i.e. spring until autumn).
During the first few years young trees have to compete with
grass and weed:s for nutrients and water. Give them a helping
hand by keeping a weedfree area around the tree. This is
particularly important for small trees. Mulching is a simple and
effective method for suppressing weeds around trees and at
the same time keeping the ground surface moist and cool. A
good mulch can be achieved by placing shredded bark,
grass clippings or even newspapers around the base of
the stem to keep the weeds down.

Bealach eile le buinnedin bheaga a chur is ea li a bhrd san ithir, borradh a
chur faoi ar a chil agus é a bhaint amach, agus scoilt & fagail san ithir a
choinneoidh na fréamhacha. Cuir fréamhacha an bhuinnedin sa scoilt agus
daingnigh an ithir impeall an phlanda le séil do choise leis an bpoll a shéalt.
Ni mholtar crainn a chur faoi bhaisteach throm, faoi ghaoth laidir né faoi shioc.

Fésann crainn nios fearr gan stacdin. | gcés crann ard (>2 m ar airde), &fach,
teastodidh stacdn agus ceangal uathu go dfi go mbeidh na fréamhacha deo-
bhunaithe. Daingnigh an stacén sa pholl plandaithe roimh chur (tar éis duit an
crann a chur ina dit go sealadach) ionas nach ndéanfar aon daméiste do na
fréamhacha. Nuair a bhionn an crann curtha agat, ceangail an stacan den
tamhan le ceangal crainn. Go hionduil ni theastaionn ach stacén até thart ar
aon friain d'airde an chrainn d'thormhér na gerann (vaireanta teastaionn
stacan dibailte le haghaidh crann an-ard agus/né in éiteanna sceirdidla). Is é
cuspdir an stacdin cuidio le daingnid na bhfréamhacha, agus ni tacaiocht a
thabhairt don tamhan crainn. Ba chéir go mbeadh 10 in ann an stacén a bhaint
go hiomléan laistigh de dha bhliain né tri bliana i ndiaidh cuir.

Toradh rathtil a chinntio

Mé t& airgead caite agat ar chur roinnt crann, nach fit duit aire a thabhairt
déibh! Is beag an iarracht a theastaionn ach mura bhfaigheann siad beagén
iarchtraim, plichtar go leor crann le fiaile, tachtar le ceangail stacdin iad né
scortar le struimedlaithe iad agus teipeann orthu barr a gcumas a bhaint
amach, rud a chuirfeadh diomd ort sa deireadh.

Cupla leid don iarchuram crainn:
Coinnigh stil ar chrainn éga le linn na chéad seachtaini i ndiaidh a geuir.
Broigh sios an ithir ina dtimpeall més gé, go hairithe i ndiaidh aimsire
gaofaire ar eagla go mbeadh na fréamhacha scaoilte né go séidfi na crainn
as an falamh.
In aimsir thirim, ba cheart duit crainn nuachurtha a viscit mar b'fhéidir nach
mbeadh a bhfréamhchéras sach forbartha fés. Té tabhacht ar leith ag baint
le huiscit a dhéanamh direach i ndiaidh crainn a chur agus ar feadh an
chéad séasir fais freisin (i.e. 6 earrach go fémhar).
Le linn na chéad bhlianta caithfidh crainn éga dul i gcomértas le féar agus
fiaile ag lorg cothaitheach agus visce. Tabhair cabhair déibh agus coinnigh
an tachar timpeall an chrainn saor 6 fhiaile. Is rud rithabhachtach é seo do
chrainn bheaga. Bealach simpli éifeachtach le fiaile a smachtd agus
dromchla na talin a choimedd tais agus fionnuar ag an am céanna is ea
clodach méta a chur timpeall crann. Is féidir méta maith a dhéanamh as
sliseanna coirte, bearrthai féir né nuachtéin fit, agus an méta a chur thart
ar bhun an tamhain le fiaile a smachto.

Only large trees (>2m) need to be
staked after planting / Ni
theastaionn stacén ach 6 chrainn

arda (>2 m)




