Curachai Admaid, Céibh na Mainistreach, Cloch na Rén (Roundstone)
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Cloch na Rén / Baile Conaola: T4 an piosa césta seo suite idir
Cuan na Beirtri Bui agus Ceann Léime agus athraionn a thréithe
beagédn i gCloch na Rén; nil sé sa Ghaeltacht den chuid is mé a
thuilleadh; nil an cladach chomh garbh, té nios mé trdnna agus
dumhcha ann agus nios It carraigeacha clidaithe le feamainn;

td na céanna agus cuanta nios mé agus nios faide 6 chéile, is
samplai iad céanna Chloch na Rén agus Bun Abhann. Cé gur
caladh tabhachtach é Cloch na Rén do Huicéiri na Gaillimhe, ait

a redchtéiltear ceann de na priomhgheallta bad i mi Iiil, i ndiaidh
Fhéile Mhic Dara, is beag Baid Seoil a bhionn lonnaithe siar uaidh i
rith na bliana. Bionn an Churach Adhmaid i ngach uile 4it, 4 husaid
le haghaidh iascaireachta agus pléisiuir, i gCéibh na Mainstreach i
gCloch na Rén, Oirbhealach, Baile Conaola agus an Aill Bhreac.

Forbairt Stairiuil

Tar éis an chruatain fhorleathain sna 1820di, ar bheag nach raibh
gorta mar thoradh air, bunafodh Coimisitin Chaisle4dn Bhaile Atha
Cliath chun cisti poibli agus priobhdideacha a dhaileadh chun
cuidit le forbairt eacnamaiochta iarthar na hEireann. T4 a lorg sin
f6s le feicedil sa lionra béithre agus céanna méra a thég innealtéir
fuinniuil agus cumasasch an Choimisitin, Alexander Nimmao,

idir 1820 agus 1832%*. Bhunaigh Nimmo an chéad bhaile, Cloch na
Rén, ar an gecuid seo den chésta chomh déanach leis na 1820di. Le
himeacht ama sa 19" haois, tégadh lion mér béithre beaga, céanna’
agus cabhsai.

Céanna Nimmo i gContae na Gaillimhe

B’innealtdir sibhialta a bhi in Alexander Nimmo (1783 - 1832) a
raibh aithne air as a fhuinneamh, a shamhlaiocht agus as an méid a
bhain sé amach. D’fhdg sé a lorg ar Cho. na Gaillimhe le liosta fada
de bhéithre, droichid agus céanna’, a leag sé amach agus a tégadh.
Uaireanta, sa bhéaloideas, deirtear gurbh é a thég gach uile ché

i gConamara; nil sé sin fior, ach ta céanna da chuid ar an Lionén,
Doire Inbhir, an Cloigeann, an Clochén, Cloch na Rén, Cluain

% Féach Tagairti 3 & 4
5 Féach Tagairt 4
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Nobby: 2-masted, double-ended, fully-decked, wooden sailing boat; 30 — 40ft. in length;
originated in the Isle of Man. Introduced by Congested Districts Board (CDB).

Naibi: bad adhmaid 2 crann, décheannach, landeice, 30 — 40 troigh ar fad; de bhunadh
Qiledin Mhanann. Tugtha isteach go hEirinn ag Bord na gCeantar Cing (BCC).

The Hooker Trade

The Great Famine of 1846-47 had a devastating effect on population
and economic life country-wide. The coast of Connemara, where
the people subsisted on a diet of potatoes and fish, was badly
affected. As with the rest of the country the result has been a
continuous decline in population up to recent times.

When the CDB boat-building boom of the late 19" and early 20"
centuries passed the local boat-builders continued to turn out
largely traditional Galway Hooker types (Bdid Mhdra, Leathbhdid,
Gleoiteoga and Pucdin). At around the same time - the turn of the
20" century - a new small boat type, the Curach Adhmaid, began
to appear on the scene. This was a wooden rowing boat, with many
of the characteristics of the Curach Chanbhdis - round sections,
narrow-bladed oars, etc. - but more durable. In time it was destined
to supplant the Curach Chanbhdis and the Bdd Iomartha on the
Connemara coast. Throughout these changes the predominant
mode of transport in Connemara continued to be by boat, up to the
early decades of the 20" century.

While the large Claddagh fleet of hookers dominated fishing

in Galway Bay up to the Great Famine, the Connemara hookers
carried on a more varied trade, involving the transport of turf,
seaweed, limestone, wood, household goods, livestock and
passengers, as well as fishing. The merchants’ boats, like the St.
Patrick, popularly known as BA&d Chonrai - Conroy’s boat from Ros
Muc - plied a two-way trade bring general supplies from Galway,
including the materials for boat-building. Turf was traded to
Oiledin Arann, which had no indigenous source of fuel, as well as to
Kinvara and Galway city. Indeed the turf trade, from Cuan Chasla,
Cuan an Fhir Mhéir and the Ros Muc area to the islands continued
right up to the 1960s, when the advent of bottled gas and developed
distribution networks finished it.



BOAT-BUILDING AT CARNA
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Aidhle, Garmna (M&imin), Ros an Mhil, an Spidéal, Bearna, Gaillimh
(Cé Nimmo), Rinn Mhil, Baile na Cuirte, Coillin Aran agus Duros,
chomh maith le Cill Einne ar Inis Mér. Ba é John Killaly, an fear a
théinig i ndiaidh Nimmo, a rinne mionathri ar leagan amach Nimmo

le haghaidh dugai na Gaillimhe agus a chuir i gerich na pleananna.

Bhi go leor daocine ina geénai sa cheantar, a bhiodh ag maireachtail
tri iascaireacht agus saothru préataf ar an straice talin cdsta caol,
arna leasi le feamainn. Méin, as na portaigh taobh thiar den chésta
a bhi mar bhreosla. Tugadh tuairisci mionsonraithe i dtuarascélacha
Choimisinéir{ Iascaigh na hEireann, arna mbund faoi acht
parlaiminte sa bhliain 1819, maidir le béid, tonndisti agus an lion
daoine a bhi fostaithe san iascach suas go dti 1836. I dTuarascail
lascaigh 1836, mar shampla, luaitear lion iomlédn de 329 bad seoil
agus 1,070 bad iomartha leis an gcuid seo den chésta agus breis agus
6,000 fear fostaithe ann, mar a léiritear sa tébla.

Bhi drochthionchar amach is amach ag an nGorta Mér in 1846-47 ar
an bpobal agus ar an saol eacnamaiochta ar fud na tire. Buaileadh
c6sta Chonamara go dona, ait a raibh na daoine ag maireachtéil ar
phréatai agus ar iasc. Mar thoradh air sin, thdinig meath leantnach ar
an daonra ann, mar a bhi i gceist leis an gcuid eile den tir, go dti le
déanai.

Nuair a thdinig deireadh leis an mborradh a bhi faoin tsaoirseacht
bad i ndeireadh an 19" haois agus go luath san 20" haois, lean na
saoir bhéid orthu ag déanamh béad a bhi ina gcinedlacha de Huicéiri
na Gaillimhe den chuid is mé (Béid Mhoéra, Leathbhéaid, Gleoiteoga
agus Pucain). Thart ar an am céanna - tis an 20" haois - bhi bad beag
nua, an Churach Adhmaid ag teacht chun cinn. Ba bhad iomartha
adhmaid a bhi ann a raibh go leor de thréithe na Curai Canbhais

aige - gearrth6éga cruinne, maidi rdmha le bosa caola srl. - ach bhi sé
i bhfad nios ldidre. Bhi sé i ndan don churach adhmaid, in imeacht
ama, a héit a bhaint amach in ionad na Curai Canbhéis agus an Bhéid
Iomartha ar chésta Chonamara. Fad is a bhi na hathruithe sin ag tarla
suas go dtf luathbhlianta an 20" haois, ba é an b4d an modh iompair
ba choitianta fé6s i gConamara.

6 Féach Tagairt 15
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The Shopkeepers and their Boats

The Béad Mér, St. Patrick heading to Ros Muc, fully loaded.

An Bad Mdr, St. Patrick, ar a bealach go Ros Muc agus i luchtaithe

In addition to the Conroys of Ros Muc and Cill Chiarain, who had

the Bdd Mér, St. Patrick, a number of other merchants operated in a
similar fashion when South Connemara was more accessible by sea
than by land. Among the best-known of them were: Mac an Iomaire

in Mainis (see Siopa sa Meall Rua), Connolly’s of Més, Keane’s of
Glinsk and O’Loghlens of Cashel.

SIOPA SA MEALL RUA [from Mn4 sa bPobal, Carna, 1992]
“There was a shop in Meall Rua, in Mainis, since the middle of
the last century. Bairbre Ni Bhriain had the shop at first and
Bairbre Mharcuis Uf Chlochartaigh had it after her. Bairbre Ni
Chlochartaigh married Colm Mac An Iomaire from Finis and
the two of them set about running the shop. Colm bought the
Bad Mér “An Aire” from the Congested Districts Board for the
shop goods trade with the city of Galway because there was no
other means of transporting goods. There was not a lorry or van
coming to Carna at the time and the train did not come past
Recess. Colm himself, Paraic O Maidin and Péraic O Nia spent
years trading to Galway in her. Pat and Sean O Ceoinin from
Finis were the last in her until the end of the sea trade, when
lorries began to come out to Carna.
Grocery items, shoes, clothes timber, hardware, farm
implements and fertilizer were being sold in these shops, as in
others at the time. They would buy periwinkles, carrageen moss,
oarweed and sea rods in season to send off in the “Airc” and
from there to Liverpool in England by train.
There was not much cash in circulation at that time. Most items
were bought on barter. They were paid for with periwinkles,
carrageen moss, oarweed, eggs and other services as they arose.
Packing of carrageen, sowing potatoes, unloading boats, cutting
turf and burning kelp was the work that was mainly available.
With the coming of the supermarkets, transport services
and easy travel to Galway the trade of all the shops began to
diminish. When T.O.T. (Turnover Tax) was introduced in the
sixties it spelled the end for this type of shop. In 1965, after more
than a hundred years of shop keeping the shop at Meall Rua
closed for the last time”
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Trad4il na Hudicéiri

Cé go raibh flit mér hiicéiri an Chladaigh tégtha le hiascaireacht i
gCuan na Gaillimhe suas go dti aimsir an Ghorta Mhéir, bhi obair
eile ar sitl ag hiicéiri Chonamara chomh maith le hiascaireacht,
obair a bhain le méin, feamainn, aolchloch, adhmad, earrai ti,
beostoc agus daoine a iompar. Bhiodh baid na gceannaithe ar nés
an St. Patrick, ar a dtugtai Bdd Chonrai - as Ros Muc - ag obair

sa d4 threo ag tabhairt solthairti ginearélta as Gaillimh, lena
n-airitear na habhair a theastaigh don tsaoirseacht bad. Thugtai
méin le tradail go hOiledin Arann, it nach raibh aon fhoinse
bhreosla dhichais, agus go Cinn Mhara agus Gaillimh chomh
maith. Go deimhin leanadh le méin a thradail as Cuan Chasla,
Cuan an Fhir Mhéir agus as ceantar Ros Muc go dti Oiledin Arann
suas go dtf na 1960d{ nuair a cuireadh deireadh leis le teacht an
ghais bhuidéalaithe agus le forbairt lionrai d4ilte.

Na Siopadéiri agus a gcuid Bad

Chomh maith le muintir Ui Chonaire Ros Muc agus Chill Chiaréin
a raibh an Bad Mér, an St. Patrick acu, bhi roinnt ceannaithe eile

ag feidhmiu ar an tsli chéanna nuair a bhi sé nios éasca freastal ar
Dheisceart Chonamara ar an bhfarraige na ar thalamh. Orthu siid
is m6 a raibh aithne bhi: Muintir Mhic Con an Iomaire i Mainis
(féach Siopa sa Mheall Rua thios), muintir Ui Chonaola sa Mhés, na
Céth&in i nGlinsce agus muintir Uf Lochlainn an Chaisil.

Siopa Sa Mheall Rua [as Mn4 sa bPobal, Carna, 1992]
Bhi siopa sa Mheall Rua i Mainis 6 ldr na haoise seo caite. Is
i Bairbre Ni Bhriain a raibh an siopa aici ar dtis agus ba ag
Bairbre Mharcuis Ui Chlochartaigh a bhi sé ina diaidh. Phés
Bairbre Ni Chlochartaigh Colm Mac An Iomaire as Finis agus
chuaigh an bheirt acu i mbun an tsiopa. Cheannaigh Colm an
Bdd Mér “An Airc” 6 Bhord na gCeantar Ciing chun trdchtdil
earrai siopa a dhéanamh le Cathair na Gaillimhe mar ni raibh
a mhalairt sli ann chun earrai a iompar. Ni raibh leorai na veain
ag teacht go Carna ag an am agus ni raibh an traein ag teacht
thar an Sraith Salach. Chaith Colm féin, Pdraic O Maidin agus
Pdraic O Nia blianta ag trdchtdil le Gaillimh inti. Siad Pat agus
Sedn O Ceoinin as Finis is deireanai a bhi dd gabhdil né gur
cuireadh deireadh leis an trdchtdil farraige nuair a thosaigh
leoraithe ag teacht amach go Carna.
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The Boats

An Capall unloading turf at Kinvara

An Capall ag diluchtd ména i gCinn Mhara

Bad Mcr:

The largest bad seoil at 35 — 44 feet overall. Gaff-rigged cutters with hulls of massive
construction; carvel planked, with raked transom. The original boats were open or half-decked;
some are now fully decked. Internal ballast of stone and iron.

An bad seoil is md ag 35 — 44 troigh ina iomlan. Cuitéir faoi rige geaifil le cabhail fior-dhéanta,
baid shleamhna le transam racailte. Bhi na chéad bhaid oscailte nd ina mbaid leathdheice; ta
roinnt diobh ina mbéid landeice anois. Ballasta inmhednach de chloch agus iarann.

What is a Galway hooker?

Galway hookers, or baid seoil and baid iomartha, are heavily-built,
carvel boats with characteristic “tumblehome” (i.e,, turned-in
topsides) on their hulls. There are five different types, distinguished
by length and type of rig”.

Leathbhad:
Literally “half-boat”, so called because the load they can carry is half that of a bad mdr, to
which they are otherwise similar. Approximately 32 feet overall.

Tugtar leathbhad orthu mar gur féidir leo leathualach an bhaid mhoir a iompar, agus seachas
sin is macasamhail an bhaid mhair iad. Tuairim is 32 troigh ar fad.

7 See Reference 1



Gleoiteog:

Similar to bad mér and leathbhad; gaff-rigged; some open, some with small fore-deck; 24 — 28
feet in length. Internal ballast generally of stone. The class is sub-divided into gleoiteog mhor
and gleoiteog bheag for racing.

Costil le bad mér agus leathbhad; faoi rige geaifil; roinnt diobh oscailte, roinnt diobh le deic
chinn bheag; 24 — 28 troigh ar fad. Cloch de ghnath mar bhallasta inmheanach. Bionn an rang
fo-roinnte ina ngleoiteoga moéra agus gleoiteoga beaga sna rasal.

Baid Oidhreachta na Gaillimhe

Ar nés a leithéide ag an am bhiodh earrai grosaeireachta, bréga,
éadach, adhmad, crua-earrai, uirlisi talun agus leasu ar diol sa
siopa seo. Cheannaiodh siad faochain, carraigin, coirleach agus
slata mara ina séasir le cur chun bealaigh san “Airc” agus as sin
go Learpholl Shasana ar an traein.

Nimérdn airgid tirim a bhiodh ag dul trina chéile ag an am. Is
ar cairde is mé a cheannaiti na hearrai ag an am. D’octai iad

le faochain, carraigin, coirleach, uibheacha agus seirbhist eile

de réir mar a thagadh siad anios. Pacdil charraigin, cur fatai,
folmhi bdd, baint mhdéna agus ag dé ceilpe na hoibreacha is mé
a bhiodh ar bun. Le teacht na n-ollmhargai, seirbhisi iompair
agus éascaiocht taistil go Gaillimh, thosaigh trdcht na siopai ag
dul i [éig. Nuair a tugadh isteach an chdin T.O.T.(Turnover Tax)
sna seascadai chriog sé sin an cinedl seo siopa. I 1965 tar éis nios
mé nd céad bliain de shiopadsireacht, dinadh siopa an Mhill
Rua den uair dheireanach.
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Pdcén: Béd lomartha:
Dipping lug rig, with jib; open; 24 —28 feet in length; heavy hull construction; carvel planked; Open rowing boat; one of the Galway Hooker Family (see p. 52 also).
raked transom. Stone ballast.

Bad ramhaiochta oscailte; ball de chlann na Huicéiri (féach leathanach 52 freisin).
Rige plcain (tumtha), le jib; oscailte; 24 — 28 troigh ar fad; cabhail throm; bad sleamhain;
transam racailte. Ballasta cloiche

The figure below illustrates the range of lengths of the béid seoil and baid iomartha in the audit, showing the overlap in size between the rowed
baid iomartha, lug-rigged pucain and gaff-rigged gleoiteoga.

f T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 Feet
Bdd Iomartha Gleoiteog Leath Bhdd Bdd Mor
Piicdn

Range of lengths (in feet) of different types of hookers encountered during the audit. Raon fad (i dtroithe) na gcinedlacha hicéirf a chonacthas le linn an inidchta.



