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Characteristics of our native trees and shrubs
The Tree Selection Guide (Table 1) indicates the relevant characteristics
of the main native trees and shrubs in Ireland. This guide lists the maximum
height of each of the trees and shrubs although size can vary considerably
from site to site depending on the nature of the soil and local environment.
Those trees and shrubs that are suitable for shaded or exposed gardens
are also indicated. Growth rate is important if you want something to
quickly provide screening or shelter. The value of each species to wildlife
(= biodiversity value) is also briefly described, which can help you decide
what to plant if you want to create a wildlife-friendly garden. The most
attractive features of each tree and shrub are noted to assist garden
design. 

Types of planting stock available
People often don’t realise when buying trees and shrubs that there is a
range of sizes and types of planting stock available. The right choice for
you depends on the scale of planting (e.g. a large area to be planted or
a small garden), the planting scheme (e.g. a public green space where
immediate impact may be required), and the nature of site (e.g. exposed
or sheltered) and of course, the budget.

Trees and shrubs can be bought
from a tree nursery, garden
centre, or even by mail order. The
main types of planting stock
available are: i) bare-rooted trees
in winter, ii) pot or container
grown trees and iii) root-balled
trees. And they come in a range
of sizes from ‘whips’ (45 cm - 250
cm height), to light standards (6-8
cm girth), standards (8-10 cm
girth) and heavy standards (12-
14 cm girth), and various sizes in
between. 

The best approach when choosing trees is to buy a range of sizes, if you
can. Large trees (known as ‘heavy standards’) make an immediate and
often impressive impact adding instant maturity to your garden but they
are more difficult to plant, require staking and can be expensive. Smaller
trees are easier to move and plant, are more likely to establish successfully,
may not require staking, can adapt more easily to exposed sites, and are
usually considerably cheaper (depending on the species). By purchasing
one or two large trees (or more depending on space and budget) and
several smaller trees, you can transform the green space around your
house into a beautiful mature garden.

Bare-root tree / Crann fréamhlom



Saintréithe ár gcrann agus ár dtom dúchasach
Léiríonn an Treoir maidir le Roghnú Crann (Tábla 1) na saintréithe ábhartha
a bhaineann le príomhchrainn agus príomhthoim dhúchasacha na
hÉireann.  Liostaítear uasairde gach crann agus tom sa treoir seo cé gur
féidir athrú suntasach a bheith ann ó shuíomh go suíomh ag brath ar nádúr
na hithreach agus ar an timpeallacht áitiúil.  Tugtar léiriú freisin ar na crainn
agus toim sin a bheadh oiriúnach do ghairdíní a bhíonn faoi scath nó dóibh
siúd atá nochta don aimsir. Tá tábhacht leis an ráta fáis más mian leat rud
éigin a dhéanfaidh sciath nó foscadh go luath.  Luaitear freisin an luach
atá ag gach speiceas don fhiadhúlra (= luach bithéagsúlachta), rud a
chabhróidh leat i do rogha plandaithe más gairdín báúil don fhiadhúlra
atá uait. Déantar cur síos freisin ar na gnéithe is tarraingtí a bhaineann le
gach crann agus tom chun cuidiú le dearadh gairdín. 

Cineálacha stoic le cur atá ar fáil
Is minic nach gcuimhníonn daoine nuair atá siad i mbun crainn agus toim
a cheannach go mbíonn stoc le cur ar fáil i réimse leathan méideanna agus
cineálacha éagsúla.  Braithfidh an rogha is cirte duitse ar an scála
plandaithe (e.g. achar mór nó gairdín beag le cur), ar an scéim plandaithe
(e.g. spás glas poiblí ina mbíonn éifeacht láithreach ag teastáil), agus ar
nádúr an láithreáin (e.g. cibé atá, nó nach bhfuil, foscadh ann) agus ar
ndóigh, ar an mbuiséad.

Is féidir leat crainn agus toim a cheannach ó phlandlann chrann, ó ionad
garraíodóireachta, nó fiú ó ghnólacht postdíola.  Is iad seo a leanas na
príomhchineálacha stoic atá ar fáil: i) crainn fhréamhloma sa gheimhreadh,
ii) crainn a fhástar i bpota nó i gcoimeádán, agus iii) crainn le daba
fréamhacha orthu. Bíonn siad ar fáil de réir méideanna éagsúla ó
bhuinneáin (45 - 250 cm ar airde) go crainn éadroma chaighdeánaithe (6
- 8 cm timpeall), crainn chaighdeánaithe (8 - 10 cm timpeall) agus crainn
throma chaighdeánaithe (12 - 14 cm timpeall) agus méideanna éagsúla
laistigh de na réimsí sin. 

Agus tú i mbun crainn a roghnú is é an cur chuige is fearr ná raon
méideanna difriúla a cheannach, más féidir.  Bíonn éifeacht láithreach agus
mhórthaibhseach ag na crainn mhóra (ar a dtugtar ‘crainn throma
chaighdeánaithe’) agus cuireann siad cuma aibí ar do ghairdín ar an toirt,
ach bíonn siad níos deacra le cur, bíonn sá stacán i gceist leo agus
d’fhéadfadh siad a bheith costasach. Tá sé níos éasca crainn bheaga a
bhogadh agus a chur, is é is dóichí go mbunófaí go rathúil iad, seans nach
mbeadh sá stacán ag teastáil uathu, téann siad i dtaithí níos fearr ar
láithreáin sceirdiúla, agus go hiondúil bíonn siad i bhfad níos saoire (ag
brath ar an speiceas atá ann).  Má cheannaíonn tú crann mór nó dhó (nó
níos mó ná sin ag brath ar an spás agus ar an mbuiséad) agus roinnt crann
beag, is féidir leat gairdín álainn aibí a dhéanamh den spás glas timpeall
an tí.
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Native trees and shrubs raised in Ireland from Irish seed (which have
the maximum ecological value and are most likely to thrive) are
increasingly available. Much of the stock for sale, however, is still grown
from imported seed or plants. Ask about the origin of the plants before
you buy. Let the staff in your local nursery or garden centre know you
would prefer truly native stock. A demand will increase the supply. Most
of the nurseries and garden centres in Co. Galway sell some native
trees and shrubs but not all are grown locally or from Irish seed. 

i) Bare-rooted trees 
Bare-rooted trees or ‘whips’ (i.e. they don’t come in a pot and have
little or no soil around their roots) are the cheapest option available.
Whips are cheaper than nursery ‘standards’ (usually larger pot grown
or root-balled trees), easier to transplant, and can often outgrow them
in a few years. The best size of young tree for most situations is the
whip that is about 45 cm to 100 cm high. Taller specimens can be
considered if planting in sheltered locations. Bare-rooted trees can be
planted only in the dormant season when the leaves are off the trees
(the beginning of December until the end of March or April for conifers
such as Scots pine and yew). Buy only plants with compact, bushy roots
that have been well-stored (in soil). Once bare-rooted trees are taken
out of the soil at the garden centre or nursery, they should be kept in
heavy plastic bags (to prevent the roots from drying out) and stored in
a cool dark dry place for a few weeks at most. Trees should be planted
as soon as possible after buying. 

ii) Pot grown and root-balled trees 
Pot grown and root-balled trees are usually more expensive than bare-
root trees, and can be much larger. These trees can be planted any
time of the year but it is advisable to avoid planting immediately after
the young leaves have opened. If possible, check that pot or container
grown trees are not pot-bound (i.e. kept in the pot too long, with
cramped roots ready to burst out of the pot). 

Root-balled trees tend to be large trees (often >2.5m in height) that a
tree nursery regularly lifts and root prunes to encourage the
development of a network of fibrous roots surrounding a ball of soil.
When the trees are to be delivered, the root-ball is covered in hessian
sacking and wire mesh. These trees can be stored in a sheltered
location but should be planted as soon as possible. The sacking and
wire mesh do not need to be removed (they break down naturally).
Loosen the ‘neck’ of the root-ball prior to planting to allow room for the
trunk to grow.

Tá fáil níos mó ag teacht ar chrainn agus ar thoim dhúchasacha
a fhástar in Éirinn ó shíolta Éireannacha (is mó an luach
éiceolaíochta atá iontu agus is orthu is dóichí rath a theacht).  I
gcás formhór an stoic atá ar díol, áfach, fástar fós é as síolta nó
as plandaí iompórtáilte. Cuir ceist faoi bhunús na bplandaí sula
gceannóidh tú iad.  Abair leis an bhfoireann i do phlandlann
nó i d’ionad garraíodóireachta áitiúil gurbh fhearr leat stoc
dúchasach. Tiocfaidh méadú ar an soláthar de réir éilimh. I
measc formhór na bplandlann agus na n-ionad
garraíodóireachta i gContae na Gaillimhe bíonn roinnt crann
agus tom dúchasach le díol ach ní go háitiúil ná ó shíolta na
hÉireann a fhástar iad uile. 

i) Crainn fhréamhloma 
Is é an rogha is saoire atá ann na crainn fhréamhloma nó
‘buinneáin’ (i.e. ní i bpota a bhíonn siad agus is fíorbheagán
ithreach a bhíonn timpeall na bhfréamhacha). Bíonn buinneáin
níos saoire ná crainn phlandlainne chaighdeánaithe (de ghnáth
is crainn níos mó iad seo a fásadh i bpotaí nó is crainn iad le
daba fréamhacha orthu), bíonn siad níos éasca le hathchur, agus
is féidir leo fás thar na cinn úd in imeacht roinnt blianta. Is é an buinneán, atá thart ar 45 cm go 100 cm ar
airde, an méid is fearr do chrann óg faoi fhormhór na ndálaí cuir.  Is féidir crainn níos airde ná sin a roghnú
má táthar á gcur i láithreáin faoi fhothain. Ní chuirtear crainn fhréamhloma ach sa séasúr suanach nuair nach
mbíonn duilliúr orthu (tús mí na Nollag go dtí deireadh mí an Mhárta - nó mí Aibreáin i gcás buaircíneach
amhail an péine albanach agus an t-iúr).  Ná ceannaigh ach plandaí a bhfuil fréamhacha dlútha scothánacha
orthu agus a bhí dea-stóráilte (in ithir). Nuair a bhaintear crainn fhréamhloma as an ithir san ionad
garraíodóireachta nó sa phlandlann, ba cheart iad a choimeád i málaí troma plaisteacha (ionas nach
dtriomóidh na fréamhacha) agus a chur in áit fhionnuar dhorcha thirim ar feadh cúpla seachtain ar a mhéad.
Ba cheart crainn a chur chomh luath agus is féidir i ndiaidh a gceannaithe. 

ii) Crainn a fhástar i bpota agus crainn le daba fréamhacha orthu 
Go hiondúil bíonn crainn a fhástar i bpota agus crainn le daba fréamhacha orthu níos costasaí ná crainn
fhréamhloma, agus d’fhéadfadh siad a bheith i bhfad níos airde. Is féidir na crainn seo a chur am ar bith i rith
na bliana ach moltar gan iad a chur díreach i ndiaidh oscailt na nduilleog óg.  Más féidir, seiceáil nach bhfuil
crann ar fásadh i bpota nó i gcoimeádán é sáinnithe sa phota (i.e. coinnithe rófhada sa phota, agus a chuid
fréamhacha cúngaithe réidh le pléascadh amach as an bpota). 

De ghnáth bíonn crainn le daba fréamhacha orthu sách mór (go minic >2.5 m ar airde) agus iad á mbaint
amach go rialta ag an bplandlann leis na fréamhacha a phrúnáil, rud a chuidíonn le gréasáin de fhréamhacha
snáithíneacha a fhorbairt thart ar dhaba ithreach.  Nuair a bhíonn na crainn le seachadadh, cumhdaítear an
daba fréamhacha le sacán heiseáin agus líontán sreinge.  Is féidir na crainn seo a stóráil faoi fhothain ach ba
chóir iad a chur chomh luath agus is féidir.  Níl aon ghá leis an sacán agus an líontán sreinge a bhaint den
chrann (dianscaoiltear iad go nádúrtha).  Déan ‘muineál’ an daba fréamhacha a scaoileadh rud beag roimh
phlandú chun spás a fhágáil d'fhás an tamhain.

Pot-grown trees / Crainn a fhástar i bpota
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Seachtain Náisiúnta na gCrann agus Lá na gCrann

Féile bhliantúil is ea Seachtain Náisiúnta na gCrann a cheiliúrann raidhse gnéithe
dearfacha a bhaineann le crainn inár saol agus inár dtimpeallacht. Is í Comhairle Crann
na hÉireann a eagraíonn an fhéile a bhíonn ar siúl de ghnáth i rith na chéad seachtaine
i mí an Mhárta. Príomhaidhm na seachtaine is ea múscailt feasachta i measc an phobail
ar luach na gcrann chomh maith le daoine a spreagadh chun crainn a chur.  Déan
teagmháil le Rannán Comhshaoil Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe roimh Sheachtain na
gCrann agus féadfaidh tú roinnt crann dúchasach a fháil le haghaidh tionscadal pobail
i gcur crann. 
(Teil. 091 476402, R-phost environment@galwaycoco.ie).  Lá náisiúnta eile a cheiliúrann
crann is ea Lá na gCrann atá faoi stiúir Chomhairle Crann na hÉireann.  Is i mí Dheireadh
Fómhair a bhíonn sé de ghnáth.  www.treecouncil.ie

Crann a Chur

Nuair atá crann le cur agat, déan poll ar mhéid cuid mhaith níos mó ná an t-achar timpeall
fréamhacha an chrainn.  Tóg láí agus déan an fho-ithir i dtóin an phoill a bhriseadh go
maith (chun na fréamhacha a spreagadh le fás anuas i dtreo an uisce agus an daingnithe).
Leath ciseal d’aoileach lofa go maith, múirín nó leasachán mallghníomhach (ar fáil in
ionaid gharraíodóireachta) i mbun an phoill chun tús maith a chur le fás na gcrann óg. 

Leag an crann (a cuireadh ar maos i mbuicéad uisce roimhe seo) sa pholl, agus cinntigh
go bhfuil neart spáis leis na fréamhacha a leathadh amach ann.  Déan iarracht an crann
a chur chomh domhain agus a bhí sé nuair a bhí sé ag fás sa phlandlann. Ba cheart é
seo a bheith beagán os cionn na bhfréamhacha is airde agus léirítear é sin le hathrú
datha sa tamhan.  Má chuirtear crann ró-dhomhain d’fhéadfadh an tamhan lobhadh ach
más ró-éadomhain a chuirtear é, tá an baol ann go dtriomóidh an crann má nochtar na
fréamhacha. Cuir ithir thart ar na fréamhacha agus cinntigh nach ndéantar aon damáiste
do na fréamhacha ná don choirt.  Daingnigh an ithir timpeall na bhfréamhacha go
cúramach le do chos agus déan tréan-uisciú i ndiaidh cuir leis an ithir a shocrú go maith
timpeall na bhfréamhacha. 
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National Tree Week and Tree Day
National Tree Week is an annual festival celebrating the many positive aspects of trees in our lives and
environment. It is organised by the Tree Council of Ireland and usually takes place during the first week in
March. The main aim of the week is to raise awareness of the value of trees and to encourage people to plant
trees. Contact the Environment Section of Galway County Council prior to Tree Week and you may be able to
obtain some native trees for community tree planting projects. (Tel. 091 476402, 
E-mail environment@galwaycoco.ie).  Tree Day is another national day to celebrate trees organised by the Tree
Council. It is usually held in October. www.treecouncil.ie

Planting a tree

When planting a tree, dig a hole that is a
good bit larger than the root area of the
tree. Break up the subsoil at the bottom of
the hole with a spade (to encourage the
roots to grow down in search of water and
anchorage). Spread a layer of well-rotted
farmyard manure, garden compost or
slow-release fertiliser (available in garden
centres) in the base of the hole to help the
young trees get off to a good start. 

Place the tree (which has been soaking in
a bucket of water) in the hole making sure
that there is enough room to spread out the
roots. Try to ensure that the tree is planted
at the same depth as it was when growing
in the nursery. This should be a little bit
above the highest roots and is marked by
a change in the colour of the stem. Planting
too deeply may result in the tree stem
rotting while planting too shallowly may
result in the tree drying out if the roots are
exposed. Fill in the soil over the roots
ensuring that no roots or bark are
damaged. Firm the soil around the roots
carefully with your foot and water well
after planting to settle the soil around the
roots. 
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Alternatively small whips can be planted by pushing a spade into
the soil, levering it backwards and lifting it out, leaving a slit to
hold the roots. Place the roots of the whip in the slit and heel it in
by firming the soil around the plant with your foot to seal the hole.
It is not advisable to plant in very wet, windy or frosty conditions. 

Trees grow best without stakes. Taller trees (>2m height),
however, need a stake and tie until the roots are well established.
Secure the stake in the planting hole before you plant (after
temporarily positioning the tree) so that you don’t damage the
roots. When the tree has been planted, attach the stake to the
trunk with a tree tie. A stake placed approximately one third the
height of the tree should be all that is required for most trees (a
double stake may be necessary for very large trees and/or in
windy locations). The purpose of the stake is to help stabilise the
roots, not to prop up the trunk. It should be possible to remove
the stake entirely within two to three years of planting. 

Ensuring successful results
If you’ve spent money planting a few trees, it’s worth taking care
of them! It doesn’t take much effort but without some aftercare,
many trees get choked by weeds, strangled by stake ties or
slashed by strimmers and fail to reach their full potential, which
can be disappointing. 

Some tips for tree aftercare: 
• Check young trees in the first few weeks after planting. Firm 

up the soil around them if necessary, especially after 
particularly windy weather in case the roots have loosened 
and trees are in danger of being blown out of the ground.

• In dry weather, newly planted trees should be watered as their 
root system may not yet be fully developed. This is particularly 
important immediately after planting trees but also for the first 
growing season (i.e. spring until autumn). 

• During the first few years young trees have to compete with 
grass and weeds for nutrients and water. Give them a helping 
hand by keeping a weed-free area around the tree. This is 
particularly important for small trees. Mulching is a simple and 
effective method for suppressing weeds around trees and at 
the same time keeping the ground surface moist and cool. A 
good mulch can be achieved by placing shredded bark, 
grass clippings or even newspapers around the base of 
the stem to keep the weeds down. 

Bealach eile le buinneáin bheaga a chur is ea láí a bhrú san ithir, borradh a
chur faoi ar a chúl agus é a bhaint amach, agus scoilt á fágáil san ithir a
choinneoidh na fréamhacha.  Cuir fréamhacha an bhuinneáin sa scoilt agus
daingnigh an ithir timpeall an phland  a le sáil do choise leis an bpoll a shéalú.
Ní mholtar crainn a chur faoi bháisteach throm, faoi ghaoth láidir nó faoi shioc. 

Fásann crainn níos fearr gan stacáin.  I gcás crann ard (>2 m ar airde), áfach,
teastóidh stacán agus ceangal uathu go dtí go mbeidh na fréamhacha dea-
bhunaithe. Daingnigh an stacán sa pholl plandaithe roimh chur (tar éis duit an
crann a chur ina áit go sealadach) ionas nach ndéanfar aon damáiste do na
fréamhacha. Nuair a bhíonn an crann curtha agat, ceangail an stacán den
tamhan le ceangal crainn.  Go hiondúil ní theastaíonn ach stacán atá thart ar
aon triain d’airde an chrainn d'fhormhór na gcrann (uaireanta teastaíonn
stacán dúbailte le haghaidh crann an-ard agus/nó in áiteanna sceirdiúla). Is é
cuspóir an stacáin cuidiú le daingniú na bhfréamhacha, agus ní tacaíocht a
thabhairt don tamhan crainn.  Ba chóir go mbeadh tú in ann an stacán a bhaint
go hiomlán laistigh de dhá bhliain nó trí bliana i ndiaidh cuir. 

Toradh rathúil a chinntiú
Má tá airgead caite agat ar chur roinnt crann, nach fiú duit aire a thabhairt
dóibh! Is beag an iarracht a theastaíonn ach mura bhfaigheann siad beagán
iarchúraim, plúchtar go leor crann le fiaile, tachtar le ceangail stacáin iad nó
scortar le struimeálaithe iad agus teipeann orthu barr a gcumas a bhaint
amach, rud a chuirfeadh díomá ort sa deireadh. 

Cúpla leid don iarchúram crainn: 
• Coinnigh súil ar chrainn óga le linn na chéad seachtainí i ndiaidh a gcuir.  

Brúigh síos an ithir ina dtimpeall más gá, go háirithe i ndiaidh aimsire 
gaofaire ar eagla go mbeadh na fréamhacha scaoilte nó go séidfí na crainn 
as an talamh.

• In aimsir thirim, ba cheart duit crainn nuachurtha a uisciú mar b'fhéidir nach 
mbeadh a bhfréamhchóras sách forbartha fós.  Tá tábhacht ar leith ag baint 
le huisciú a dhéanamh díreach i ndiaidh crainn a chur agus ar feadh an 
chéad séasúir fáis freisin (i.e. ó earrach go fómhar). 

• Le linn na chéad bhlianta caithfidh crainn óga dul i gcomórtas le féar agus 
fiaile ag lorg cothaitheach agus uisce.  Tabhair cabhair dóibh agus coinnigh 
an t-achar timpeall an chrainn saor ó fhiaile. Is rud ríthábhachtach é seo do 
chrainn bheaga. Bealach simplí éifeachtach le fiaile a smachtú agus 
dromchla na talún a choimeád tais agus fionnuar ag an am céanna is ea 
clúdach móta a chur timpeall crann.  Is féidir móta maith a dhéanamh as 
sliseanna coirte, bearrthaí féir nó nuachtáin fiú, agus an móta a chur thart 
ar bhun an tamhain le fiaile a smachtú. 

Only large trees (>2m) need to be
staked after planting / Ní
theastaíonn stacán ach ó chrainn
arda (>2 m)
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• If your tree is supported with a stake, don’t forget to 
loosen the tie as the girth of the tree expands otherwise 
your tree will be strangled and won’t reach its full 
potential. 

• Be careful when using tools around trees, especially with 
strimmers and lawnmowers. Cutting or slashing the bark 
can lead to tree death. 

A Word on Ivy
Ivy is one of our few native broad-leaved evergreen shrubs.
A climber, ivy is a native woodland plant and is commonly
seen in native woods and hedgerows, and scrambling over
stone walls. Contrary to popular belief, ivy does not strangle
or parasitise trees. It merely uses them as a prop to get
higher into the canopy. Ivy generally isn’t a problem for a
tree unless the growth of ivy gets too top-heavy and could
act as a sail in a high wind. Generally, ivy manages to
dominate only trees or shrubs that are failing to thrive and
losing vigour anyway, perhaps due to old age or
unfavourable environmental conditions. Ivy is wonderful for
wildlife because it is a source of food through the winter. It
flowers late, providing an invaluable source of pollen for
insects. Ivy cover on trees also provides invaluable shelter
for birds and small mammals in winter.

• Má tá taca ceangailte le do chrann, ná dearmad an 
ceangal a scaoileadh de réir mar a mhéadaíonn 
timpeall an chrainn nó tachtfar é agus ní bhainfear barr 
a chumas amach. 

• Bí cúramach agus tú ag baint úsáide as uirlisí 
garraíodóireachta timpeall crann, go háirithe 
struimeálaithe agus lomairí faiche.  D’fhéadfadh crann 
bás a fháil de thoradh gearradh nó scoradh coirte. 

Focal faoin Eidhneán
Tá an t-eidhneán ar cheann den bheagán tom
leathanduilleach síorghlas dúchasach atá againn.
Dreapaire atá ann agus planda dúchasach coillearnaí a
fheictear go coitianta i gcoillte agus i bhfálta sceach
dúchasacha, agus é dreaptha thar bhallaí cloiche freisin.
Murab ionann agus an tuairim choitianta, ní dhéanann an
t-eidhneán crainn a thachtadh ná a sheadánú.  Níl ann ach
go mbaineann sé úsáid astu mar thaca le dul níos airde sa
cheannbhrat. De ghnáth, ní chruthaíonn an t-eidhneán aon
fhadhb do chrann ach amháin má fhásann sé róthrom ar a
bharr agus má ghníomhaíonn sé mar sheol crochta i ngaoth
láidir. Go hiondúil, ní ghabhann an t-eidhneán ceannas ach
ar chrainn nó ar thoim atá i mbun teipthe agus ag éirí lag
ar aon nós, b’fhéidir de bharr seanaoise nó cúinsí
timpeallachta mífhabhracha. Planda iontach don fhiadhúlra
is ea an t-eidhneán, ar foinse bia é i rith an gheimhridh.
Tagann bláthú déanach air, rud a chuireann foinse pailine
an-tábhachtach ar fáil d’fheithidí. Chomh maith leis sin
tugann cumhdach an eidhneáin ar chrainn foscadh
ríthábhachtach d’éin agus do mhamaigh bheaga sa
gheimhreadh.

Ivy / Eidhneán
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Designing with trees
Trees can make a beautiful addition to any garden, adding
colour, texture and structure. Trees keep us in touch with nature’s
calendar as they change with the seasons. Trees also have many
other benefits such as providing shelter and screening, bringing
us closer to nature and wildlife, and when their work is done,
giving us some timber. 

Once you’ve bought your trees and are ready to plant, another
thing to consider is the garden design or landscaping scheme.
Design isn’t a huge issue if you’re only planting one tree but
worth having a think about if planting a few trees as they are a
long-term investment. When incorporating trees and shrubs into
the design of a garden, public green space, housing estate etc.,
there are many attractive features to work with: the shape or form
of the tree, colour of the foliage (which might change during the
seasons) and texture, colour and pattern of the bark, flowers and
fruits, whether the tree is deciduous (loses its leaves in winter) or
evergreen etc. 

Planting with native trees and shrubs provides the opportunity to
create a more natural look to your garden or green space, but
native trees can also be planted effectively in formal designs if
you prefer. 

Garden design 
and caring for trees

Picnic area in Coole Park / Láthair phicnicí i
bPáirc na Cúile

Rinville Park / Páirc Rinn Mhíl

Dearadh le crainn
Cuireann crainn go mór le gairdín ar bith, lena ndath, a n-uigeacht agus a
struchtúr. Coinníonn crainn i dteagmháil muid le féilire an dúlra de réir mar a
athraíonn siad leis na séasuir. Tá go leor buntáistí eile ag baint le crainn, mar
shampla foscadh agus sciathadh a sholáthar, muid a thabhairt níos gaire don
nádúr agus don fhiadhúlra, agus nuair atá a saol caite, adhmad a thabhairt
dúinn. 

Nuair atá do chrainn ceannaithe agat agus tú réidh len iad a chur, rud eile le
cuimhneamh air is ea dearadh an ghairdín nó an scéim tírdhreachtaithe. Ní
ceist mhór an dearadh mura bhfuil ach crann amháin á chur agat, ach is fiú
smaoineamh air má tá roinnt crann á gcur, tharla gur infheistíocht fhadtéarma
atá iontu.  Nuair atá crainn agus toim á gcuimsiú i ndearadh gairdín, spáis
ghlasa phoiblí, eastáit tithíochta, etc., tá go leor gnéithe tarraingteacha le hoibriú
leo: cruth nó cuma an chrainn, dath an duilliúir (a d'fhéadfadh athrú i rith na
séasúr) agus uigeacht, dath agus patrún na coirte, na mbláthanna agus na
dtorthaí, agus an crann a bheith duillsilteach (cailleann a dhuillí sa gheimhreadh)
nó síorghlas.  

Tugtar deis cuma níos nádúrtha a chur ar do ghairdín nó do spás glas nuair a
chuirtear crainn agus toim dhúchasacha, ach is féidir crainn dhúchasacha a
chur le héifeacht freisin i ndearaí foirmiúla más fearr leat. 

Dearadh gairdín 
agus cúram crann
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Very often trees are planted in unimaginative rows or as a few
isolated specimens. Planting in regularly spaced straight lines
should be avoided, unless formality is meant to be a feature of
the design (or along avenues and boundaries). Trees like
company! Planting trees and shrubs in groups is often more
effective and attractive than planting isolated trees, which can
take many years to achieve an impact. When planted in
groups, trees protect each other by forming their own micro-
environment, which improves growth. A more natural effect is
achieved if odd numbers of trees are planted in irregularly
spaced groups. 

Groups of trees and shrubs can be placed strategically to break
up a large garden, providing privacy, screening and/or shelter.
Trees and shrubs can be also planted as a bank to intercept the
prevailing wind. 

Groups of the same species often look good together. For
example, groups of Guelder Rose, Rowan, Hazel or Birch work
well in small to medium-sized gardens; in a bigger space,
stands of Oak, Scots Pine or Whitebeam can be very effective. 

Alternatively a collection of species with different sizes, shapes
and colours can look great when planted together in a group.
For example, mixes of Rowan, Holly, Hazel, Crab Apple,
Guelder Rose and Birch are suitable for relatively small spaces.
Wild cherry, Oak, Scots Pine, Whitebeam, Elm and Ash can
also be included if planting a larger area. There is usually
enough space in the smallest of gardens for a cluster of small

trees and shrubs such as Holly
(which is very slow growing),

Guelder Rose, Juniper and/or Rowan. 

If you dream of a low maintenance
garden, planting a mix of trees, smaller
trees, shrubs and low growing shrubs
together to mimic a mini-natural woodland
can be very effective and visually
appealing. There is no need to mow the

Go han-mhinic cuirtear crainn i sraitheanna leamha nó mar roinnt bheag eiseamal scoite. Níor cheart crainn
a chur i línte díreacha agus achar áirithe eatarthu, mura bhfuiltear ag iarraidh go mbeadh an fhoirmeáltacht
ina gné den dearadh (nó ag cur ar feadh ascaillí agus teorainneacha). Is maith le crainn comhluadar! Is minic
gur éifeachtúla agus tarraingtí crainn agus toim a chur i ngrúpaí, seachas iad a chur ina n-aonair, rud a
d'fhéadfadh na blianta fada a thógáil chun tionchar a bheith aige. Nuair a chuirtear i ngrúpaí iad, tugann
crainn cosaint dá chéile trína micrithimpeallacht féin a chruthú, rud a chuidíonn le fás. Cruthaítear cuma níos
nádúrtha má chuirtear méid corr crann i ngrúpaí a bhfuil achair neamhrialta eatarthu. 

Is féidir grúpaí crann agus tom a shuí go straitéiseach chun gairdín mór a roinnt, rud a dhéanfaidh cúlráid,
sciathadh agus/nó foscadh.   Is féidir crainn agus toim a chur mar bhruach chun foscadh a thabhairt ón
ngnáthghaoth. 

Is minic go mbíonn dea-chuma ar ghrúpaí den speiceas céanna le chéile. Mar shampla, bíonn dreach maith
ar ghrúpaí caor con, caorthann, coll nó beitheanna i ngairdiní beaga nó meánmhéide; in achar níos mó,
bíonn éifeacht le clampaí darach, péine Albanaí nó fionnchoill.  

Ach d'fhéadfadh dreach maith a bheith ar bhailiúchán speiceas de mhéideanna, cruthanna agus dathanna
éagsúla agus iad curtha le chéile i ngrúpa.  Mar shampla, tá meascáin de chaorthann, cuileann, coll, fia-úll,
caor chon agus beith oiriúnach in achair atá sách beag. D'fhéadfaí silín fiáin, dair, péine Albanach, fionncholl,
leamhán agus fuinseog a chur san áireamh agus achar níos mó á chur. De ghnáth bíonn dóthain spáis sa
ghairdín is lú le haghaidh braisle crann agus tom beag, leithéidí an chuilinn (a fhásann go mall), na caoire
con, an aitil agus/nó an chaorthainn.   

Hawthorn / Sceach Gheal 

Gorse / Aiteann
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grass around the trees as the smaller shrubs will keep the grass
and weeds down. If you are patient, beautiful woodland herbs
such as Primrose, Lords and Ladies, Bluebells or Wild Garlic
might start to appear in the woodland habitat that you have
created (which will also be very attractive to wildlife). 

Just make sure that the species you are thinking of planting
together like similar conditions (soil, shade, exposure etc.) and
are suitable for your particular site. In order to produce a scheme
which will be effective throughout the year, it is worthwhile to
consider the seasonal variations of trees. 

Trees and shrubs can also be planted as individuals to form a
focal point (e.g. a majestic Oak) or fill a small space (e.g. Holly,
Hazel or Rowan). 

In many cases the purpose of tree planting efforts is to screen a
large or ugly structure, improve the appearance of industrial
buildings and/or provide shelter. Fast-growing non-native conifers
were widely used in the past but effective and much more
attractive screening can be achieved using a mix of native
species. Trees with fast growth rates (e.g. Alder) can be used to
achieve a screen as quickly as possible, but a mix of other species
of a range of sizes, texture and colour should also be employed
to ensure the planting is attractive all year round and provides
adequate screening (e.g. Scots Pine, Birch, Hazel, Holly). Mixed
species planting will also have greater benefits for wildlife. 

Finally, when developing a new site try to make the most of the
existing features and retain mature trees, shrubs, and native
hedgerow. They will add a sense of maturity to the development,
save money on landscaping costs and provide enormous benefits
to wildlife. Existing vegetation can be complemented by new
planting to create a very attractive, mature garden or green
space. 

Más gairdín ar bheagán cothabhála is mian leat, is an-éifeachtúil agus an-tarraingteach an rud é meascán
crann, crann beag, tom agus tom a fhásann íseal ar an talamh a chur, chun cuma mhionchoillearnaí nádúrtha
a chur air. Níl aon ghá an féar a lomadh thart timpeall ar na crainn mar go gcoinneoidh na toim bheaga an
féar agus an fhiaile faoi chois. Má tá foighne agat, b'fhéidir go bhfeicfeá lusanna mar na sabhaircíní, na
cluasa caoine, na coinnle corra nó an creamh ag teacht chun cinn sa choillearnach atá cruthaithe agat (a
mbeidh an-tóir ag an bhfiadhúlra air chomh maith).   

Níl le déanamh agat ach a chinntiú go dtaitníonn na dálaí céanna (ithir, scáth, nochtadh, etc.) leis na speicis
atá i gceist agat a chur le chéile agus go bhfuil siad oiriúnach don suíomh áirithe atá agat. Chun scéim a
mbeidh éifeacht leis ar feadh na bliana a chruthú, is fiú smaoineamh ar athruithe séasúracha na gcrann. 

Is féidir crainn agus toim a chur mar aonáin chun aird a tharraingt orthu (e.g. dair mhórga) nó chun achar
beag a líonadh (e.g. cuileann, coll nó caorthann). 

I gcásanna go leor, is é is cuspóir le crainn a chur struchtúr mór nó gránna a cheilt, feabhas a chur ar dhreach
foirgneamh tionsclaíochta agus/nó foscadh a sholáthar. D'úsáidtí crainn bhuaircíneacha andúchasacha
mhearfháis go forleathan san am atá caite ach is féidir sciathadh éifeachtúil i bhfad níos tarraingtí a bhaint
amach le meascán de speicis dhúchasacha. Is féidir crainn a fhásann go mear (e.g. an fhearnóg) a úsáid le
scáth a dhéanamh chomh tapa agus is féidir, ach ba cheart meascán de speicis eile le raon méideanna,
uigeachta agus dathanna a úsáid lena chinntiú go mbíonn na plandaí a chuirtear tarraingteach ar feadh na
bliana agus go gcruthaíonn siad scáth sách maith (e.g. péine Albanach, beith, coll, cuileann). Beidh tairbhe
níos fearr don fhiadhúlra ó speicis éagsúla a chur. 

Ar deireadh, agus suíomh nua á fhorbairt agat, déan iarracht an tairbhe is fearr a bhaint as na gnéithe atá
ann cheana agus crainn aibí, toim agus fálta sceach dúchasacha a choimeád. Cuirfidh siad le cuma lánfhásta
na forbartha, sábhálfaidh siad ar chostas an tírdhreachtaithe agus beidh siad an-tairbheach don fhiadhúlra.
Is féidir an fásra atá ann cheana a chomhlánú le hathchur chun gairdín nó achar glas lánfhásta, tarraingteach
a chruthú. 

Wild Garlic and Lesser Celandine, woodland
flowers / An Creamh agus An Grán Arcáin,
bláthanna coillearnaí
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Landscaping with trees in housing estates 
and public spaces

Native trees and shrubs are also appropriate for
landscaping schemes in suburban settings and can
be used to great effect. Landscaping efforts in housing
estates often fail because trees are planted in poor
soil and they receive little or no aftercare (e.g.
neglecting to remove ties that are too tight or to
replace broken and dead stems). Many planting
schemes leave a lot to be desired and could be
greatly improved with a little imagination. Some
suggestions include the following:

• Existing trees, shrubs and hedgerows should be 
retained. They will add a sense of maturity to the 
development, and will bring benefits to wildlife 
and the environment. Landscaping costs will be 
significantly reduced.

• When retaining trees and shrubs it is critical that 
they are adequately protected during the 
construction process to avoid damage.

• Planting trees and shrubs in groups is often more 
effective and attractive than planting individuals. 
Groups of trees are also more likely to do well.

• A range of tree stock sizes should be used. Large 
specimens create an instant impact but smaller 
plants are more likely to establish successfully. 

• Ensure that the soil in the planting area is of good 
quality. If not remedial action should be taken such 
as rotavating the soil and/or bringing in good 
quality topsoil.

Tírdhreachtú le crainn in eastáit tithíochta agus i spáis phoiblí

Tá crainn agus toim dhúchasacha oiriúnach le haghaidh scéimeanna tírdhreachtaithe i suíomhanna fo-
uirbeacha agus  an-dealramh orthu dá réir. Is minic a theipeann ar iarrachtaí tírdhreachtaithe in eastáit tithíochta
mar go gcuirtear crainn in ithreacha bochta agus gur beag an aire a fhaigheann siad ina dhiaidh sin (e.g.
dearmad á dhéanamh iallacha a bhaint atá ró-dhaingean nó gais bhriste agus mharbha a ionadú). Bíonn
cuid mhaith scéimeanna cuir nach mbíonn thar moladh beirte agus a bhféadfaí iad a fheabhsú go mór le
beagán samhlaíochta.  I measc na moltaí tá siad seo a leanas:

• Ba cheart crainn, toim agus fálta sceach atá ann cheana a choimeád. Cuirfidh siad le cuma lánfhásta na 
forbartha, agus beidh siad tairbheach don fhiadhúlra agus don timpeallacht. Laghdófar go suntasach ar 
chostas an tírdhreachtaithe.

• Nuair atá crainn agus toim á gcoimeád tá sé an-tábhachtach go dtugtar a ndóthain cosanta dóibh le linn 
na tógála chun damáiste a sheachaint.

• Is minic gur éifeachtúla agus tarraingtí crainn agus toim a chur i ngrúpaí seachas ina n-aonáin. Is mó an 
seans go rathóidh grúpaí crann.

• Ba cheart raon méideanna de stoc crainn a úsáid.  Bíonn tionchar lom láithreach ag eiseamail mhóra ach 
is mó an seans go mbunóidh plandaí beaga go rathúil. 

• Déan cinnte de go bhfuil an ithir san achar cuir ar chaighdeán maith. Mura bhfuil, ba cheart tabhairt faoi 
bheart feabhais, mar shampla an ithir a rótachartadh agus/nó barrithir ardchaighdeáin a thabhairt isteach.

Creggs Village / Sráidbhaile na gCreag
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Caring for existing trees and shrubs in new developments

Mature trees and shrubs greatly improve the appearance of
new houses, adding a sense of maturity to the site, and
providing privacy and shelter. However, efforts to retain
existing trees on development sites often fail because the trees
are not protected adequately during the construction process.
The crown and trunk of the tree may be intact but the roots
may have been damaged, which can lead to a loss of vigour,
die-back and in some cases, premature death of the tree. 
Few people realize that the most vulnerable part of a tree is
actually its root system. Tree roots are usually ignored because
they are underground and therefore not visible. The effects of
damage to roots may only become evident several years later
and may have serious consequences for the tree. The roots of
a mature tree mostly spread outwards (not downwards!) to at
least the full extent of the crown and often beyond. 

Certain activities must be avoided within the rooting area of
a tree to avoid damage:

Do not 

• Drive over the roots of trees/shrubs compacting the soil
• Raise or lower the soil level around trees
• Cover the rooting area with tarmac or other 

impervious materials
• Change the water table
• Excavate in the rooting area
• Deposit toxic materials around trees
• Damage the bark or branches of trees
• Light fires close to trees
• Store materials under trees

Do
• Erect robust fencing around any trees and shrubs to 

be retained

Cúram na gcrann agus na dtom atá ann cheana i
bhforbairtí nua

Cuireann crainn agus toim lánfhásta go mór le dreach
tithe nua agus cuma aibí ar an suíomh agus cuireann
siad príobháid agus foscadh ar fáil. Ach teipeann ar
iarrachtaí crainn atá cheana ar shuíomhanna
forbartha a choimeád mar nach gcosnaítear na crainn
a dhóthain le linn na tógála.  D'fhéadfadh barr agus
tamhan an chrainn a bheith slán ach dochar a bheith
déanta do na fréamhacha, agus is féidir easpa
spreactha, críonadh siar agus, i gcásanna áirithe, bás
roimh am, a bheith mar thoradh air sin.   
Is beag duine a thuigeann gurb é fréamhchóras an
chrainn an chuid is leochailí de. Déantar neamhaird
de ghnáth de fhréamhacha crainn mar go bhfuil siad
faoin talamh agus dá bhrí sin as amharc. D'fhéadfadh
sé nach dtabharfaí suntas do thionchar an damáiste
do na fréamhacha go ceann roinnt blianta ina dhiaidh
sin agus go mbeadh an crann thíos leis go mór.
Scaipeann fréamhacha crainn aibí amach (ní síos!),
den chuid is mó, go dtí achar iomlán bharr an chrainn
agus fiú thar sin. 

Ní mór gníomhaíochtaí áirithe a sheachaint taobh
istigh d'achar fréamhaithe crainn chun damáiste a
sheachaint:

Ná déan aon cheann díobh seo:
• Tiomáint thar fréamhacha crann/tom, agus an ithir 

a bhalcadh
• Leibhéal na hithreach timpeall ar chrainn a ardú 

nó a ísliú
• An t-achar fréamhaithe a chlúdach le tarmac nó le 

hábhair neamh-thréscaoilteacha eile
• An maoschlár a athrú
• An t-achar fréamhaithe a thochailt
• Ábhair nimhiúla a shil-leagan timpeall ar chrainn
• Dochar a dhéanamh do choirt nó de chraobhacha 

crann
• Tinte a lasadh gar do chrainn
• Ábhair  a stóráil faoi chrainn

Déan
• Fál láidir a chur suas timpeall ar chrann nó tom 

 ar bith atá le coimeád

Housing estate near Bearna Woods / Eastát
tithíochta gar do Choill Bhearna
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red squirrel in merlin woods
iora rua i gcoill Mhuirlinne (Colin Stanley)   


