Curach GRP

Baid Oidhreachta na Gaillimhe

Bord na gCeantar Cing

Bunaiodh Bord na gCeantar Ciing sa bhliain 1891. B’éard a bhi
mar aidhm leis facoiseamh 6 bhochtanas a thabhairt do na ceantair
in iarthar na hEireann ina raibh an iomarca daoine né a bhi
‘cing(aithe)’. Bhi least ar chéras na talun, feabhsuithe maidir le
hinfreastruchtir agus tithiocht agus bunt tionscal ceardaiochta
san aireamh ar ghniomhafochtaf an BCC. Cuireadh feabhas freisin
ar phértha beostoic agus ar chinealacha barr. Ghlac an BCC ciram
an iascaigh é Bhord na nOibreacha Poibli agus chuathas i mbun
an tionscal iascaigh dichais, ina raibh baid bheaga chladaigh i
réim, a athri 6 bhonn. Thug an BCC béid nios mé, baid deice agus
béid seoil isteach, bdid ar nés Zilinna na hAlban agus Naibithe
Mhanann. Bhi na baid sin ag déanamh go maith ar an bhfarraige in
Albain agus i Sasana. Tugadh teagascéiri i modhanna saoirseacht
béad agus iascaireachta anall as Albain chun saoirseacht a chur
chun cinn i longchléis na hEireann agus iascaireacht a chur chun
cinn i measc iascairi na hEireann - deirtear fiti gur mhair roinnt
d’fhoclaiocht na hiascaireachta, i nGaeilge na hAlban, amach

go maith san 201 haois i measc iascairi Arann. Ceannaiodh
Naibithe agus Zidlinna breise i Sasana agus in Albain. Trid is

trid, coimisitnaiodh 189 bad nua faocin mbliain 1909; rinneadh 9o
diobh i longchléis in Eirinn, 30 bad agus dha huicéir diobh sin i
gCo. na Gaillimhe. I measc na saor a raibh baint acu leis na baid

a dhéanamh bhi muintir Sim as Arainn, muintir Uf Dhomhnaill

as Gaillimh, muintir Trayers as Leitir Meallain, muintir Ui
Chathasaigh as Mainis agus muintir Ui Chlochartaigh as Cloch na
Rén. Liostaitear sonrai na mbéad sin agus an it a ndearnadh iad in
Aguisin 1. Tugtar ar aird go raibh costas breise i gceist le formhér
na mbéd a rinneadh in Eirinn don bhord de bhri gur cuireadh
oilitint ar fail i sacirseacht bad. D’théadfadh go mineodh sé sin an
costas ard a bhi i geeist le baid na hEireann i gcomparaid leis na
béid a rinneadh in Albain né ar Oiledn Mhanann.

Le linn na 30 bliain a chaith an BCC ar an bhféd, is mér an méid

a chuir siad le feabhas a chur ar na pobail a raibh siad ag freastal
orthu. Rinneadh an bord a lanscor sa bhliain 1923 agus chuaigh
foireann an bhoird isteach i gCoimisitn Talin na hEireann nuair a
ghlac an Roinn Iascaigh agus Tionscal Tuaithe lena fheidhmeanna.
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The Curachs The Aran Curach is distinguished from that of South Connemara
by its high bow and heavier construction, probably in response to
the more exposed conditions and bigger seas in the waters that it

a2 worked. Hornell® chose to treat both types as one, wielding a broad
brush here, as he had done also in North Connemara, with the

Rossadilisk type (q.v.). Many of the older canvas-skinned curachs

have been re-skinned in GRP (glass-reinforced polyester), some

having the spaces between lathing filled to facilitate this. New craft
are built close-boarded, in the North Connemara or County Mayo
fashion to allow the application of the GRP skin that is now the
norm.

Mikey an tSitinéara O Conaola, and his father before him were

the acknowledged master builders of the Aran curach on Inis Oirr,
in the past. They would travel as far as Quilty in County Clare or
the other islands to build curachs, each of which which would take
about a week. Ruairi Roger Concannon continues the tradition on
Inis Medin, building mainly GRP skinned curachs, but is equally
skilled at building the traditional working Curach Chanbhdis in the
old way.

The Curach has been the craft historically used for inshore fishing

in the islands. Very few are now in use on Arainn. Numbers of

The image of three men carrying a curach symbolises Oilein Arann for them can still be seen on the beaches of Inis Meain and Inis Ofrr.
many people The audit has recorded 22 on the islands, many of them less than
Is & an fomha de thridr fear ag iompar curaf a shamhlafonn go leor daocine 25 years old, but almost all of GRP. Only one traditional Curach

le hOiledin Arann. Chanbhdis, complete with canvas skin, was found, and that in very

poor condition. Even the GRP-skinned curachs are in decline.
Except for the small number engaged in lobster and crab fishing,
most are now used occasionally only, for pleasure or casual
fishing. With lack of use over long periods their wooden structure
deteriorates, as seen on many of the island examples. Only four
curachs, powered by outboard motors, still work commercially out
of Inis Medin. Two or three fish commercially out of Inis Oirr.

8 See Reference 13



Curachai, Inis Oirr
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Na Curachai

Is féidir Curach Arann a idirdhealt 6 churach Chonamara Theas
mar go bhfuil a mullach nios airde agus go bhfuil a déanamh nios
troime, mar, is décha, nach raibh an oiread sin foscaidh 6n aimsir
né én bhfarraige mhér aici agus 1 i mbun oibre. Shocraigh Hornell®
caitheamh mar a chéile leis an d4 chineal, ar shli ghinearalta,

mar a rinne sé chomh maith i dTuaisceart Chonamara le curach
Ros an Duilisc (g.v.). Té go leor de na seanchuracha canbhaéis
athchlidaithe anois le GRP (plaisteach gloinethreisithe) agus i
gcés roinnt diobh, lionadh an spés idir na litiracha chun é sin a
éascu. Is baid dluthchldir, mar a dhéantar i dTuaisceart Chonamara
né i gCo. Mhaigh Eo, iad na baid nua a dhéantar, le go bhféadfar an
clidach GRP a chur orthu mar is gnéch anois.

Ba iad Mic{ an tSidinéara O Conaola agus a athair roimhe na
maistri ar na saoir a bhiodh ag déanamh curach Arann ar Inis
Ofrr san am a caitheadh. Bhidis ag taisteal chomh fada le Coillte i
gContae an Chlair né na hoileain eile chun curacha a dhéanamh
agus thégadh sé tuairim is seachtain gach curach a dhéanamh. Ta
an nés 4 choinneail suas ag Ruairi Roger O Coinceannain ar Inis
Meédin agus é ag déanamh curach le clidach GRP den chuid is mé,
ach td sé chomh hoilte céanna maidir leis na Curacha Canbhais
traidisiinta a dhéanamh ar an tseanstil.

Go stairitil, is { an Churach an bad a d’dsaidti don iascaireacht cois
césta ins na hoiledin. Ni tséitear méran iad in Arainn anois ach, is
féidir roinnt diobh a fheicedil {és ar thranna Inis Medin agus Inis
Ofrr. T4 22 curach ar Oiledin Arann de réir thaifead an initchta,

go leor diobh sin nios éige né 25 bliain d’acis ach ta a bhformhér
clidaithe le GRP. Nior thangthas ach ar Churach Chanbhéis
thraidisiinta amhéin le clidach canbhais, agus bhi an churach sin
i ndroch-chaoi amach is amach. Ta lion na gcurach le clidach GRP
ag titim fit. Seachas an lion beag a bhionn i mbun iascaireacht
ghliomach agus phortén, is corruair a isédidtear a bhformhér, agus
is ar mhaithe le pléisitir né iascaireacht 6cdideach é sin. Imionn an
struchttir adhmaid i 1éig de bharr easpa tsdide thar thréimhsi fada,
mar is 1éir 6 go leor de shamplai na n-oilean. Nil ach ceithre

8 Féach Tagairt 13
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The Trawlers

The organic bond between Oiledin Arann and its iconic craft, the
curach, is greatly weakened and there is a real danger that it will
be lost. It is an association which is recorded in great works of
literature, art and film (Man of Aran), in song and in folklore, as
well as in countless examples of journalism and advertising. The
image of three men carrying a curach up a beach symbolises the
islands for many people and is a factor in attracting tourism. It is
possible that this sight may be seen no more as the GRP skinned
boats are so heavy that motorised power, such as a tractor, is
required to move them. Yet the skills of building and working the
traditional Curach Chanbhdis are still alive - in language, memory
and practice - among the present generation of Aran men and
women. It is a heritage that should not be left to perish through
default.

The era of the modern trawlers in Qiledin Arann, since 1952
onwards, is of great importance from a social, economic and
maritime heritage perspective. The Irish-built trawlers, the 50-
footers, known as the ‘Ros’ boats?, followed by somewhat larger
examples, the ‘Ard’ boats, quickly became an important part of the
social and economic fabric of the islands.

The first Ros boat to come to Arainn was the Ros Breasail, built in
Killybegs in 1952, for Pat Joe O’'Donnell of Cill Rénain, followed by
the Ros Seirc (1954) and the Ros Einne (1955) for Tomas Joyce and
Tommy Joyce respectively; then the Ros Réndin, built in Baltimore,
in 1957, for Mairtin Chéil O Flaithearta, whose father had owned the
Nobby, Western Star in a previous era. The Ros Broin, for Padraic
O’Brien and Ros Ailithir, for Méirtin Joe Conneely, were other
trawlers of this type that came in to Arainn®. The Ros Rénéin, built
at the Fisheries School in Baltimore, was fitted with extra high
bulwarks, at the request of the owner. This prized feature was also
provided by the Baltimore yard for Seédn O Flaithearta’s Banrion na
Mara.

9 See Reference 17

10 See Reference 30



Trawler
Engine-powered wooden boats; some with steadying sails; carvel planked; Irish-built, mainly by
Bord lascaigh Mhara, since 1950s.
Types:
* The Fifty-foot ‘Ros’ boats (many names began with Ros); double-ended;
88 built 1949-70 .
* The Fifty-five-foot ‘Ard" boats (names began with Ard); double-ended.
* Trawlers up to 80 ft. long.

Tralaer

Béid innill adhmaid; roinnt diobh le seolta socara; béid shleamhna; déanta in Eirinn, ag Bord

lascaigh Mhara den chuid is mé, 6 na 1950i ar aghaidh.

Cinedlacha:

* Na baid ‘Ros’ Caoga troigh (thosaigh go leor de na hainmneacha le Ros); décheannach;
rinneadh 88 diobh 1949-70 .

* Na baid ‘Ard’ Caoga clig troigh (thosaigh na hainmneacha le ‘Ard’); décheannach.

* Tralaeir suas le 80 troigh ar fad.
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churach, arna gcumhachti ag métair transaim, {6s ag obair ar bhonn
trdchtéla amach as Inis Medin. T4 péire né tri cinn ag iascaireacht ar
bhonn trdchtdla amach as Inis Ofrr.

T4 an nasc nadurtha idir Oiledin Arann agus a n-arthach sainiuil,

an churach, lagaithe go mér agus ta baol ann i ndairire go gcaillfear
é. Is nasc é a bhfuil taifead ann ina leith i mérshaothair litriochta,

in ealain agus sa scanndnaiocht (Man of Aran), in amhrain agus sa
bhéaloideas, chomh maith leis an iliomad sampla iriseoireachta agus
fégraiochta. T4 an fomhé de thritr fear agus curach 4 hiompar acu
ar thré ina siombail d’Oiledin Arann ag go leor daoine agus is fomha
i a mheallann turaséiri. D’fhéadfadh sé nach bhfeicfi an iomha sin
nios mé mar go bhfuil na baid le clidach GRP chombh trom sin is

go dteastaionn métarfheithicli, mar tharracéiri, le hiad a bhogadh.
Fés féin, ta na scileanna a bhaineann leis na Curacha Canbhais a
dhéanamh agus a oibrit {6s ann - i mbéal an phobail, i gcuimhne

na ndaoine agus i gcleachtadh na ndaoine - idir fhir agus mhna - in
Arainn inniu. Is oidhreacht { nér chéir a ligean le sruth trf fhailli.

Na Trélaeir

Ta tabhacht mhér ag baint le ré na dtralaer nua-aimseartha ar Oileain
Arann, 6 1952 ar aghaidh, én seasamh séisialta, eacnamaiochta

agus oidhreachta muiri. Nior thég sé i bhfad go raibh na tralaeir a
rinneadh in Eirinn, na béid 50 troigh ar tugadh baid ‘Ros” orthu agus
na baid a thainig ina ndiaidh, na baid ‘Ard’, mar chuid thdbhachtach
de shaol séisialta agus eacnamaiochta na n-oilean.

Ba i an Ros Breasail, a rinneadh sna Cealla Beaga i 1952 le haghaidh
Phat Joe O Domhnaill i gCill Réndin, an chéad bhad Ros a thainig
go hlnis Mér. Ina diaidh, thainig an Ros Seirc (1954) le haghaidh
Thomais Seoighe, an Ros Einne (1955) le haghaidh Tommy Seoighe;
ansin an Ros Réndin a rinneadh i nDin na Séad i 1957, le haghaidh
Mhairtin Chdil é Flaithearta, a raibh an Naibi, an Western Star,

ag a athair trath. Trélaeir eile den chineédl sin a théinig isteach go
hArainn® ab iad an Ros Broin le haghaidh Phadraic O Briain agus an
Ros Ailithir le haghaidh Mhéirtin Joe O Conaola. Bhi an Ros Réndin,

9 Féach Tagairt 17
1 Féach Tagairt 30
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The most prominent wreck in the area is the refrigerated cargo ship, Plassy, which can be
seen high and dry on the north-east tip of Inis Qirr, near where she went aground in a gale

in 1960. Photographs of the rescue of crew, using the coastal rescue rocket apparatus and
breeches buoy, are on display in the National Maritime Museum, Dun Laoghaire. Details of
this and other Co. Galway wrecks can be found in E. J. Bourke's Shipwrecks of the Irish Coast.
Volumes 18&2.

Is f an bad raice is md le ra sa cheantar an Plassy, bad lastais cuisnitichain. Is féidir  a fheiceail
ag ceann thoir-thuaidh Inis Oirr, gar don it a ndeachaigh si i dtir i stoirm i 1960. T& pictitir den
chrid & dtarrthail, gaireas an roicéad tarrthala cdsta agus baoi osanach & n-Usaid, ar tais-
pedint sa Mhasaem Muirf Naisitnta, Dan Laoghaire. Is féidir teacht ar shonraf maidir leis seo
agus baid bhaite eile i gCo. na Gaillimhe i leabhar E. J. Bourke, Shipwrecks of the Irish Coast.
Volumes 1 & 2.

Banrion na Mara was one of the first of the 55-foot ‘Ard’ boats to
come to Arainn. She is still afloat, although de-commissioned,

in Ros an Mhil. The Ard Rathan, Ard Cluain, Ard Aonghus, Ard
Mhér and Ard Alainn are other trawlers of this type that were part
of the considerable fleet of trawlers in Arainn from the mid-1950s
onwards. There was a history of mutual help among the trawler
fleet and a strong sense of community involvement, with the boats
providing an important link to Galway, which supplemented the
limited ferry and cargo services in the early years.

Catches were landed in Galway city and the trawlers were based
for the week of fishing in Galway Docks before the extension of
the fishing port at Ros an Mhil after 1973. The Aran fishermen
transferred to Ros an Mhil as it was much closer to the islands and
independent of tides.

The 80-foot plus Itida Naofa, at one extreme - a type of boat

which represents the high point of Irish boat-building in the 20®
century - and inshore-fishing half-deckers of around 30 ft. length
at the other, typify the present fishing fleet of the islands. The few
surviving vessels of the ‘Ard’ and ‘Ros’ trawler fleets are laid up and
in danger of being broken up under EU Common Fisheries Policy
rationalisation schemes.
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a rinneadh sa Scoil Tascaigh i nDin na Séad, feistithe le béalbhacha
nios airde, ar iarratas én Ginéir. Cuireadh an tréith seo freisin,

a raibh an-téir uirthi, ar Bhanrion na Mara, bad Sheain Ui
Fhlaithearta, i longchlés Dhin na Séad.

Bhi Banrion na Mara ar cheann de na chéad bhéid ‘Ard’ 55 troigh a
thainig go hArainn. T4 si {6s ar sndmh i Ros an Mhil cé go bhfuil si
dichoimisiunaithe. Is iad seo a leanas trélaeir eile den chinedl seo a
bhi mar chuid den chabhlach mér tralaer in Arainn & lar na 1950d7
ar aghaidh - Ard Rathan, Ard Cluain, Ard Aonghus, Ard Mhér agus
Ard Alainn. Bhiodh lucht na dtrélaer ag obair i gcomhar le chéile
agus bhi meoin na rannphéirtiochta go laidir sa phobal. Chuir na
baid nasc tdbhachtach ar fail idir Arainn agus Gaillimh, rud a chuir
leis na seirbhisi teoranta farantéireachta agus lastais a bhi ann sna

luathbhlianta.

Thugtai iasc i dtir i nGaillimh agus bhiodh na tralaeir lonnaithe i
nDugai na Gaillimhe ag iascaireacht ar feadh na seachtaine sular
cuireadh méid le calafort iascaigh Ros an Mhil i 1973. D’aistrigh
iascairi Arann go Ros an Mhil mar go raibh sé i bhfad nios gaire do
na hoiledin agus ni rabhthas ag brath ar an tacide.

Banrion na Mara, Ros an Mhi Is iad an Itida Naofa ag 80 troigh né nios faide, ar thaobh amhain
den scéla - cinedl baid a léirionn buaicphointe de shaoirseacht
bad in Eirinn san 204 haois - agus na béid leathdheice chladaigh
tuairim is 30 troigh ar fad ar an taobh eile den scéla, na
gnathshamplai de chabhlach iascaireachta na n-oilean faoi lathair.
Té an baol ann anois go mbrisfear suas an lion beag soithi ata
fagtha as an bhflit de thralaeir ‘Ard’ agus ‘Ros’ faoi na scéimeanna
cuichéirithe de chuid Chomhbheartas Iascaigh an AE.



