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Heritage Boats of Galway

Appendix 1:

Extract from Congested
Districts Board List of
Boats (1906)

CONGESTED DISTRICTS BOARD FOR IRELAND.

Rercry showing the Number of Fishing Boats Built for, and of New Fishing Boats
i*urchased by the Congeated Districts Board, the Deseription, Tonnage, Prive,
where Built, and the Dates of their Construction.
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Heritage Boats of Galway

Appendix 2: Findings of Audit

Myriads of Boats — Commentary On Findings
Galway has an incomparable wealth of heritage boats; in number,
variety and quality they eclipse every other county. The audit has
captured some 506 heritage boats and the breakdown and distribution
of these, by number, is shown in Table 1 ‘Distribution of Boat Types

by Areas & Ports‘ below. Tables 2 & 3 give a graphical breakdown, by
percentages, of ‘Distribution By Area’ and ‘Distribution By Boat Types’
respectively. An analysis of some of the information contained in the
database is shown graphically, under the headings of ‘Length’ and
‘Condition’, in Tables 5, 6 & 7. There are a number of features worthy of
comment.

Areas

The county is divided into thirteen [13] principal Areas for the
purpose of the audit and these are further subdivided into Local
Areas. Cultural significance and boat population were the principal
factors which determined the Area boundaries. Thus South
Connemara, which stretches from Galway city to Slyne Head, is
divided into six [6] Areas (Cois Fharraige to Cashel /Roundstone)
while the geographically equivalent coastline of North Connemara
(Clifden - Killary) is just one [1] Area. Oiledin Arann, Lough Corrib,
the River Shannon and Kinvara-Oranmore, at the inner end of Galway
Bay were Areas that defined themselves by reason of their geography
and distinctive boat culture.

Total Numbers

While 506 boats are included in the audit, in the opinion of the survey
team it is likely that no more than 75% of some fleets were captured.
Some boats are laid up or hidden away - buried in the landscape. The
Lake Boats and Curachai Canbhdis present particular difficulties in
this regard. Others, on the move between ports, like some Gleoiteoga,
may not have been picked up in the survey. In contrast, some of the
smaller and better-known fleets, like the Baid Mhéra and Leathbhdid,

probably have up to 100% representation. Others, like the Curachai
Adhmaid, because of their numbers and anonymity, were difficult to
identify positively as heritage boats. In their case some boats that may
be younger than 25 years were included, to compensate for those that
were undoubtedly missed. Likewise, for the curachs, more recent craft
were included in acknowledgement that continuity of tradition has an
equal claim to heritage value as the age of the individual artefact.

Distribution by Area

When Table 1 is examined the most striking aspect is the
concentration of boats in South Connemara (South of Slyne Head)
with 235 boats, or 46% of the total in this small region. These are
predominantly the Bdid Seoil, Curachai Adhmaid & Bdid Iomartha
with some lesser numbers of fishing boats and others. A further
breakdown of this region shows Iorras Aithneach (Carna/Cill
Chiardin) being the most populated with boats, at 76, followed at
52 by Ceantar na nQileén (Béal an Daingin, Leitir Méir, Garmna,
Leitir Mealldin). By contrast North Connemara has 71 boats [14%],
mainly Curachs, Bdid Iascaigh, Half-Deckers and other fishing boats.
Kinvara/Oranmore is the individual area with the highest number
of boats at 81 [16%), spread fairly evenly between Bdid Seoil, Oyster
Dredgers and Yachts. Lough Corrib/ Lough Rea has 52 boats [10%],
almost all of them lake angling boats. The Shannon & Suck basins,
with 30 boats [6%] have relatively low numbers, as have the Aran
Islands with 33 [6.5%].



Aguisin 2: Torthai an Initichta

Trachtaireacht ar na Torthai

Téa saibhreas dosharaithe de bhaid oidhreachta i nGaillimh; ta siad
nios fearr nd aon chontae eile 6 thaobh lionmhaireachta, éagstlachta
agus cdiliochta de. Tiomsaiodh tuairim is 506 bad oidhreachta san
initichadh agus léiritear briseadh sios agus déileadh na mbéad & thaobh
lionmhaireachta de, i dTabla 1 ‘Daileadh na gCineélacha Baid de réir
na gCeantar agus na gCalaf’ thios. Tugtar briseadh sios geografach,

i dTablai 2 agus 3, i gcéatadain, den ‘Daileadh de réir na gCeantar’
agus ‘Daileadh de réir na gCineédlacha B4aid’ faoi seach. Léiritear
anailis ar roinnt den eolas ata sa bhunachar sonraf go grafach faoi na
ceannteidil ‘Fad’ agus ‘Riocht’ i dTablai 5, 6 agus 7. T4 roinnt gnéithe
ann ar fid tracht a dhéanamh orthu.

Ceantair

T4 an contae roinnte in tri Phriomh-Cheantar déag [13] chun criche
an initchta agus t4 siad sin fo-roinnte ina gCeantair Aititla. Bhi
tdbhacht chultirtha agus lion na mbad ar na priomhfhachtéiri lenar
leagadh amach teorainneacha na gCeantar. D4 bhri sin, t4 Conamara
Theas, a shineann 6 chathair na Gaillimhe go Ceann Léime, roinnte i
sé [6] Cheantar (Cois Fharraige go Caiseal / Cloch na Rén) ach nil sa
piosa césta de Chonamara Thuaidh (an Clochan - an Caoléire Rua),
atd mar a chéile 6 thaobh na geografaiochta de, ach Ceantar amhain
[1]. Is Ceantair iad Oiledin Arann, Loch Coirib, an tSionainn agus
Cinn Mhara-Orén Mér, i gCuan na Gaillimhe Laistigh, a sainiodh mar
cheantair iontu féin mar gheall ar a dtireolaiocht agus a geultir bad ar

leith.

Lion Iomldn

Cé go bhfuil 506 bad san aireamh san initichadh, is é tuairim
fhoireann an tsuirbhé nach bhfuil nfos mé na 75% de roinnt fliteanna
san aireamh ansin. Nil roinnt b4d ar snamh né ta roinnt nach bhfuil
le feiceail - iad faoi cheilt ag an tirdhreach. Baineann na deacrachtai
seo go mérmhér leis na Baid Locha agus na Curacha Canbhdis.
Bionn béid eile ag imeacht idir calaf, ar nés roinnt Gleoiteog agus
d’fhéadfadh sé tarlt nar piocadh suas iad sa suirbhé. I gcodarsnacht
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leis sin, is décha go bhfuil suas le 100% de na fliteanna beaga agus
na fliteanna is fearr a bhfuil aithne orthu, mar na Bdid Mhéra agus
na Leathbhaid, léirithe san initichadh. Bhi sé deacair cinn eile, mar
na Curacha Adhmaid, mar gheall ar an méid diobh at& ann agus mar
gheall iad a bheith gan ainm den chuid is mé, a aithint go sainiuil mar
bhaid oidhreachta. Sa chas sin, cuireadh roinnt bad a d’fhéadfadh a
bheadh nios éige né 25 bliain d’aois san direamh, mar chuiiteamh do
na cinn, gan ambhras, nar éiriodh teacht orthu. Ar an déigh chéanna, i
gcas na geurach, cuireadh béid nios 6ige san direamh mar aitheantas
go bhfuil an teideal céanna ag leantinachas traidisiiin ar luach
oidhreachta is atd ag aois an déanttsain aonair féin.

Déileadh de réir na gCeantar

Nuair a scridaitear Tabla 1, is { an ghné is suimitila na lion na mbad i
gConamara Theas (6 Dheas de Cheann Léime) agus 235 bad, né 46%
de lion iomldn na mbéd sa réigitin beag seo. Is Baid Seoil, Curacha
Adhmaid agus Béid Iomartha den chuid is mé iad sin le roinnt bheag
bad iascaireachta agus eile. M4 dhéantar briseadh sios nios doimhne
ar an réigiun sin, léiritear gur in lorras Aithneach até an lion is mé bad
le 76 agus 52 bad i gCeantar na nQilean (Béal an Daingin, Leitir Méir,
Garmna, Leitir Meall&in). I gcodarsnacht leis sin, nil ach 71 bad [14%] i
gConamara Thuaidh, dednta suas den chuid is mé de Churacha, Baid
lascaigh, Baid Leathdheice agus béid iascaireachta eile. Is é ceantar
Chinn Mhara/Orén Mér an ceantar aonair a bhfuil an lion is mé bad
ann le 81 [16%] bad, agus iad scaipthe go réastinta cothrom idir Bhaid
Seoil, Dhreidiri Oisri agus Luaimh. T4 52 bad [10%] ar Loch Coirib /
Loch Riach, agus is béid slatiascaireachta locha beagnach gach ceann
diobh. T4 lionmhaireacht na mb&d réastinta iseal ar abhantracha na
Sionainne agus na Suca le 30 bad [6%], agus is é sin an scéal céanna le
hOileain Arann le 33 [6.5%].
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Table 1: Distribution of Boat Types by Areas & Ports

T4bla 1: Déaileadh na gCineélacha Béid de réir na gCeantar agus na gCalai

Number of boats by area

Boat type, Cinedl baid

Area

Local Area

Curach

Chanbhdis

Curach GRP

Bdd Mor

Leathbhdd

Gleoiteog

Ae]
S

Prcdn

Bad

ITomartha

Curach
Adhmaid
Bdd Iascaigh
Trawler
Half-Decker
Nobby/Zulu
Oyster
Dredger

Lake Boat

Shannon
Clinker

Canal Barge

Motor Cruiser

Yacht

Miscellaneous

Local area
totals

Area totals

2. Cois Fharraige

4. Ceantar na nQilean

6. Iorras Aithneach

8. Clifden - Killary

An Spidéal 1 4 1 1 1 8
Bearna 1 1 1 3
Cois Fharraige 3 1 3 7
Ros an Mhil 2 2
Total Area 2 1 7 2 4 1 2 1 2 20

Béal an Daingin 2 2
Garmna 1 12 2 2 1 1 19
Leitir Mealldin 2 3 3 1 1 1 11
Leitir Méir 1 1 4 3 7 3 1 20
Total Area 4 2 1 18 8 12 7 2 2 52

Carna

Cill Chiarain

Total Area 6

Ballynakill 3 1 1 1 6
Cleggan 2 1 1 6 10
Clifden 1 3 1 1 1 3 10
Fahy/Kingstown 2 6 1 1 10
Inishbofin 2 1 3 1 1 3 11
Killary 5 3 3 2 13
Leitir Méir 1 1
Renvyle 6 1 1 2 10
Total Area 8 15 13 4 4 1 6 5 3 16 2 1 1 71

11. River Suck Moycarn 1 2 3

River Suck 1 1

Total Area 10 1 2 1 4
12. River Shannon Lough Derg 1 3 4

Portumna 1 3 5 1 10

River Shannon 8 1 1 1 1 12

Total Area 12 1 8 5 9 2 1 26
Boat type totals 24 36 9 8 67 22 44 67 18 9 42 5 34 56 8 6 13 28 10, 506 506
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Distribution by Area

Table 2

Daileadh de réir na gCeantar

Tabla 2
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Distribution of Boat Types

Curachs

Because of the relatively short life-span of the Curach - particularly
the traditional type, skinned with tar and canvas - a survey of boats
over 25 years old would have presented a distorted picture of the
strength and distribution of this important heritage boat type.
Therefore a decision was taken to include in the audit a number of
curachs less than 25 years old. The total number of curachs, at 60 [12%
of the total] looks healthy, but when the distribution by region, type
and age is examined a different picture emerges.

The Curach GRP is relatively strong and still used widely for fishing in
[Area 8] North Connemara [13]. A number of examples of the Curach
Chanbhdis [15] found here were in poor repair and neglected. A survey
of Irish curachs, carried out by Meitheal Mara in 1995, on behalf of

the Heritage Council, showed a total of 79 Curachai Canbhdis on the
North Connemara coast compared with the present number of 15. The
audit’s 13 Curachai GRP, however, represent only a small sample of
this popular work-boat type. New examples of the distinctive north
Galway and Mayo types, from Claddaghduff and elsewhere, continue
to be built and used for inshore fishing on this section of coast.

On Inis Medin and Inis Ofrr [Area 1]an even more dramatic picture
emerges, with the traditional Curach Chanbhdis having virtually
disappeared [1 example] and the Curach GRP becoming dominant
[22 examples].

Only a small number [7] of curachs (Curach Chanbhdis or GRP)
were found in South Connemara [Areas 2-7], where the Curach
Adhmaid appears to have become the small boat of choice for these
rocky shores. The numbers of traditional Curachai Canbhdis are
everywhere in decline. Those in good working condition are rare
indeed. The Meitheal Mara survey of 1995 found 13 working curachs
in South Connemara - of which 5 were GRP or GRP skinned. Most of
them, then as now, were stored remote from the shore, in sheds and
farmyards which may lead to some degree of undercounting.

In Table 1, the curachs are classified as Curach Chanbhais and Curach
GRP only. A further breakdown by type may be inferred from their

location. Thus, curachs from North Connemara (Area 8) can be taken
to be generally of the North Connemara or Mayo type and similarly,
those in Areas 3 - 7 can be treated as South Connemara types. Those
found on Inis Oirr and Inis Meéin would be of the Aran curach

type, although this classification may be problematic because of the
modern practice of building with fully-boarded hulls - in the North
Connemara or Mayo manner - to ease application of GRP skins.

A more detailed study of the typology and distribution of curachs,
particularly the Curachai GRP, is required.

B4id Seoil

The Gleoiteog shares the honour of being the most numerous type
of boat with the Curach Adhmaid; both have 67 examples. When the
relatively smaller numbers of the Bad Mdr, Leathbhdd and Pucdn
are added the total of Bdid Seoil comes to 106 or 21% of the total.
Indeed when the Bdid Iomartha, which are members of the Galway
Hooker family, are added, the number increases to 150, or 30% of the
total of the audit. This shows the importance of the Bdid Seoil and
the position of the Galway Hooker as the dominant boat of County
Galway. The numbers of Pucdin may be skewed because of the
tendency to re-rig as Gleoiteoga.

B4d Iomartha

The number of Bdid Iomartha, 44 [9%] encountered came as a surprise
to the survey team, even those with an intimate knowledge of the area
and its boats. Despite the numbers the Bdd Iomartha are still seen as a
type at risk, for some because of conversion to the more popular Bdid
Seoil and for others because of neglect, as shown in Table 7 on page
166.

Curach Adhmaid

The Curach Adhmaid, with 67 examples, has 13% of the total number
of the audit. It was difficult to apply the criterion of age (more than 25
years) rigorously to the Curach Adhmaid, because of the bewildering
profusion of the type at every pier and harbour, particularly in South
Connemara. The total of Curachai Adhmaid in County Galway is
probably in the hundreds, many of them recently built.



Déileadh na gCinedlacha Baid

Curachai

Mar gheall ar an saolré réastinta gearr a bhionn ag Curach - go
héirithe an churach thraidisitinta, le clidach canbhéis agus tarra - ni
thabharfadh suirbhé de na baid nios sine né 25 bliain d’aois 1éargas
cruinn ar ldidreacht agus déileadh an bhaid oidhreachta thabhachtaigh
sin. Glacadh cinneadh, da bhri sin, roinnt curach nios éige né 25 bliain
d’aois a chur san direamh san initichadh. De réir dealraimh, t4 cuma
tholldin ar an scéal nuair a fheictear lion iomlan na gcurach até ag 60
[12% den iomlén], ach nuair a scridaitear an daileadh de réir réigitin,
cinedil agus aoise t4 cuma go hiomlan difritil ar an scéal.

Ta an Churach GRP réastnta laidir [13] agus uséidtear go forleathean
f6s i gcomhair iascaireachta { i gConamara Thuaidh [Ceantar 8].

Bhi roinnt samplaf den Churach Chanbhais [15] ar thangthas orthu
anseo i ndroch-chaoi agus failli déanta orthu. Bhi lion iomlan de 79
Curach Chanbhais ar chésta Chonamara Thuaidh de réir an tsuirbhé
a rinne Meitheal Mara ar churacha in Eirinn thar ceann na Comhairle
Oidhreachta sa bhliain 1995, i gcomparéid le 15 faoi lathair. Nil sa 13
Curach GRP san initchadh ach 1éirid ar shampla beag den chineél
bad oibre a bhfuil téir air. Tathar ag leanuint ar aghaidh ag déanamh
samplai nua de chineédlacha ar leith de churacha thuaisceart na
Gaillimhe agus Mhaigh Eo, é6n gCladach Dubh agus &iteanna eile,
agus 4 n-usdid le haghaidh iascaireacht chladaigh ar an gcuid sin den
chésta.

Ta léargas nios suntasafi le fail ar Inis Meéin agus ar Inis Oirr [Ceantar
1]- t4 an Churach Chanbhais thraidisitinta beagnach imithe ar fad
[sampla amh&in] agus is { an Churach GRP até ag teacht chun cinn [22
sampla].

Nior thangthas ach ar lion beag [7] curach (Curach Chanbhais né
GRP) i gConamara Theas [Ceantair 2-7] le linn an inituchta agus de réir
cosulachta is { an Churach Adhmaid an bad beag is rogha le dacine do
na cladaf carraigeacha anseo. T4 meath ag teacht ar lion na gCurach
Canbhdis traidisitinta i ngach ait. Go deimhin, ni minic in aon chor a
fheictear curacha canbhéis a bhfuil cuma mhaith oibre orthu. I suirbhé
de chuid Meitheal Mara sa bhliain 1995, thangthas ar 13 curach oibre

i gConamara Theas - agus ba chlidach GRP a bhi ar 5 diobh sin. Ag
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an am sin, agus is é an cas céanna anois &, bhi a bhformhdér & stérail
suas 6n gcladach, i seideanna agus i gcldis feirme, rud a d’théadfadh a
bheith ina chuis leis an gcomhaireamh iseal.

I dTébla 1, rangaitear na curacha mar Churach Chanbhéis agus
Curach GRP amhéin. D’fhéadfai rangu eile de réir cinedil a bhaint

as an gceantar ina bhfuil siad. Mar sin, is féidir glacadh leis gur de
chineédl Chonamara Thuaidh né Mhaigh Eo den chuid is mé iad na
curacha as Conamara Thuaidh (Ceantar 8), agus ar an gcaoi chéanna
is féidir déileéil leo sitid i gCeantair 3-7 mar chinedl Chonamara
Theas. Is de chineal Arann iad sin a thaightear ar Inis Oirr agus Inis
Meaéin, cé go bhféadfadh fadhb a bheith leis an rangt sin de bharr an
chleachtais nua-aimseartha atéd ann iad a thégail le cabhail dluthchléir
- mar a dhéantar i gConamara Thuaidh agus i Maigh Eo - chun
forchur an chraicinn GRP a éascu. Teastaionn staidéar nios grinne

ar thiopeolaiocht agus ar dhaileadh na gcurach, na curacha GRP go
hairithe.

B&id Seoil

Mar aon leis an gCurach Adhmaid, is { an Ghleoiteog an bad is
lionmhaire; t4 67 sampla den dé chineél san initichadh. Nuair a
chuirtear uimhreacha na mBad Mér, na Leathbhad agus na bPdcan

leo is ionann iomldn na mBad Seoil agus 106 né 21% den iomlén. Go
deimhin, nuair a chuirtear na Baid Iomartha, ar cuid d’thine Huicéiri
na Gaillimhe iad, leo sin, ardaionn an uimhir sin aris go 150, né 30% de
lion iomlédn na mbad san initchadh. Is 1éirit soiléir é sin ar thabhacht
flit Huicéiri na Gaillimhe agus neartajonn sé a seasamh mar bhad
ceannasach Chontae na Gaillimhe. D’fhéadfadh sé go mbeadh lion na
bPucén curtha ar sceabha de bharr claonadh a bhi ann iad a rangtd mar
Ghleoteoga.

Bédid Iomartha

B’adbhar iontais é lion na mBad Iomartha, 44 [9%], ar thangthas orthu,
d’thoireann an tsuirbhé, déibh sitd fit a bhfuil dlitheolas acu ar an
gceantar agus ar bhéid an cheantair. Féachtar ar na Bid Iomartha mar
chineél baid atd i mbaol, cé go bhfuil roinnt diobh ann, mar go bhfuil
roinnt 4 n-athri go Baid Seoil agus faill{ & déanamh ar roinnt eile, mar
a léiritear i dTabla 7, ar leathanach 166.
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Heritage Boats of Galway

Trawlers, Half-Deckers and Bdid Iascaigh

The numbers of Half-Deckers [42], Trawlers [9] and other Bdid
Iascaigh [18], amount, on aggregate, to 69 or 13.5% of the total. An
analysis of Galway-registered fishing boats more than 25 years old,
carried out during the audit, showed a significant number which
were not picked up by the survey. This may be because they fish in
other counties, because they are laid up or for other reasons. Likewise
a number of the fishing boats audited are registered in other
counties but located in County Galway. Making allowance for these
factors a reasonably representative sample of these boat-types has
been recorded.

Within the Fishing Boats classification a few distinctive sub-groups
merit comment. The Trawlers group includes some of the ‘Ros’ and
‘Ard’ boats, the 50-foot and 55-foot trawlers of the 1950s and 60s. The
Bdid Iascaigh section includes the BIM Lobster Boats and similar
types - including the ‘Gael Linn’ boats - many now abandoned and
rotting away, while a number of the BIM Béal boats are to be found in
the numerous Half-Decker category. The Half-Deckers, at 42, are the
most numerous of the medium-sized inshore fishing boats of County
Galway.

Nobbys & Zulus

Five [5] examples of these historically important fishing boat types
were found, including the Topaz, built by Skinners of Baltimore and
one of the few Irish-built Nobbys surviving.

Oyster Dredgers
The Oyster Dredgers, at 34 boats represent 6.5% of the total. Table 4

below gives a breakdown of the different types.

Table 4: Numbers of types of Oyster Dredgers

Oyster Dredgers
Flat Yawl Curach Other
1 13 16 4

The inshore Oyster Dredger Flat (or Galway Bay Flat) of the past has
disappeared, with only one example [1] now kept in storage. Thirteen
[13] examples of the Oyster Dredger Yawl, adapted from the Bad
Iomartha type, were found. The Oyster Dredger Curach, derived from

the Curach Adhmaid, showed sixteen [16] examples. These Oyster
Dredger Curachs and Yawls are listed as distinct boat types rather
than as the types from which they have been adapted.

Lake Boats

The wooden Lake Boats of Lough Corrib, although under threat from
GRP craft, are the third most numerous type at 56, or 11% of the total
audit number. Apart from one or two on Lough Rea, Lough Derg

and elsewhere no heritage lake boats were recorded on the other
lakes of Connemara: Loch na Fuaiche, Loughs Fee, Kylemore, Inagh,
Derryclare, Ballynahinch and the lakes by Maam Cross and Recess

Shannon Boats

A small number of Canal Barges [6] and Shannon Motor Cruisers
[12] were recorded. Few of these important boat types are based on
the County Galway shore of the River Shannon, while yet being an
important part of its riverside culture. A few examples [8] of another
important heritage type, the Shannon Clinker punt, were found,
generally in poor condition.

Yachts

A significant number of Yachts [28], which can be classified as
heritage boats, and mainly based at Galway Bay Sailing Club,
Rinville, was recorded.

Miscellaneous
The small Miscellaneous category [10 boats] includes, inter alia, log-
boats, sailing dinghies, ferries and other commercial motor craft



