TREES IN THE PAST

HISTORY OF WOODLAND IN GALWAY

Soon after the end of the last ice age, about 10,000 years ago,
Ireland was covered from coast to coast by forest. These primeval
woodlands developed over thousands of years and were composed
of a mix of trees including Oak, Elm, Ash, Scots Pine, Birch, Hazel,
Holly and even Yew. Forest cover started to decline about 6000
years ago after the arrival of the first farmers who cleared the woods
to create pastures and cultivate the land. The rate of woodland
clearance increased in the late 16th and early 17th centuries, as
timber was required for iron-working, glass-working and cooperage
industries, and for shipbuilding. Increased pressure for agricultural
land and fuel due to increased population size also resulted in
woodland decline. The demise of Irish woodland cover continued
until recent centuries when woodland cover fell below 2% by the end

of the 1800s.

From the mid-18th century onwards, many large landowners,
especially those on demesnes and estates, were encouraged to
improve their lands by planting trees. Much of this planting consisted
of broadleaves, especially oak, however, later in the century more  Walkers in Coole Park

. Sioléiri i bPéirc na Coile
and more conifers were planted.

Most of County Galway was covered by woodland prior to the
arrival of farming; even the wilds of Conamara and the Aran Islands.
The long and rich history of human activity in Galway led to a steady
decline in tree cover but a few important areas of old native
woodland remain today, such as at Derrycrag near Woodford,
Seanadh Mhéinin, near An Spidéal in Conamara and Gortacarnaun
near Gort. The decline in woodland cover led to the expansion of
blanket bog in areas with acidic bedrock such as Conamara and the
Slieve Aughty Mountains. In areas with thinner soils on limestone,
such as the Aran Islands and parts of south Galway, woodland
clearance led to soil erosion and the exposure of the underlying

Trees and woods in the Slieve Aughty Mountains j e . ) v o ]
Crainn agus coillte ar Shliabh Eachtai e £, wid limestone bedrock.




Leafy Lane / Béithrin faoi dhuillior (David Ruffles)

Senadh Mhéinin Woods / Coill Sheanadh Mhéinin

CRAINN SAN AM ATA CAITE

STAIR NA COILLEARNAI I NGAILLIMH

Go luath tar éis dheireadh na hoighearaoise deireanai, tuairim is 10,000 bliain 6 shin, bhi Eire
faoi chumhdach foraoise 6 chésta go césta. D'thorbair na coillearnacha cianaosta sin thar na
milte bliain agus bhi siad comhdhéanta de mheascan crann, an dair, an leamhén, an fhuinseog,
an péine Albanach, an bheith, an coll, an cuileann agus fiG an ti0r ina measc. Thosaigh an
cumhdach foraoise ag meath tuairim is 6000 bliain 6 shin, tar éis theacht na chéad fheirmeoiri,
a leag na coillte chun féarach a chruthd agus an talamh a shaothrd. Théinig borradh faoi leagan
na geoillte i ndeireadh an 160 haois agus i dtds an 170 haois, mar go raibh adhmad ag teastail
le haghaidh thionscail an iarainn, na gloine, na clipéireachta, agus na longthdégéla. Chomh
maith leis sin thdinig meath ar na coillearnacha nuair a thainig éileamh nios mé ar thalamh
talmhaiochta agus ar bhreosla mar thoradh ar mhéadd sa daonra. Lean an meath sa chumhdach
coillearnai go dti na céadta deireanacha nuair a thit an cumhdach coillearnai faoi 2% faoi

dheireadh na 1800idi.

O lér an 180 haois ar aghaidh, spreagadh Ginéiri méra talaimh, go héirithe iad sin ar dhiméinte
agus ar eastdit, chun a dtailte a fheabhso tri chrainn a chur. Is crainn leathanduilleacha a bhi i
gceist den chuid is mé sa chur sin, go hdirithe crainn darach, ach nios deireanai sa chéad
cuireadh tuilleadh crann buaircineach de réir a chéile.

Bhi an chuid ba mhé de Chontae na Gaillimhe faoi chumhdach coillearnai sular tosaiodh ar an
bhfeirmeoireacht; fit fasach Chonamara agus Oiledin Arann. Théinig meath seasta i gcumhdach
na gerann le linn stair fhada agus shaibhir na gniomhaiochta daonna i nGaillimh, ach té4
corrcheantar tdbhachtach den tseanchoillearnach dhichasach fés inniv ann, mar shampla i
nDoire Chraige gar don Ghréig, i Seanadh Mhéinin gar don Spidéal i gConamara agus i nGort
an Charndin gar don Ghort. Bhi leathadh bratphortaigh i gceantair ina bhfuil buncharraig
aigéadach, leithéidi Chonamara agus Shliabh Eachtai, ina thoradh ar an meath sa chumhdach
coillearnai. | gceantair ina bhfuil ithir éadomhain ar aolchloch, mar até in Oiledin Arann agus i
geuid d'oirdheisceart na Gaillimhe, creimeadh an ithir agus nochtadh an bhuncharraig
aolchloiche faoi de bharr leagan na coillearnai.




DUG-OUT CANOES

An ancient canoe was discovered in 2002 on a beach near Bearna by a local man (Brian O
Carra) and his son. It is conserved in an underwater display in the Galway Atlantaquaria in
Salthill. The vessel, carved out of pine, is one of 350 dug-out canoes found in the country to date.
The ‘Lurgan Logboat’ found in Addergoole Bog near Milltown in north Galway is displayed in
the National Museum. At over 15 m long and over 1 m wide it was a huge craft and is currently
the oldest intact logboat ever found in Western Europe (radiocarbon dated to 2200 BC). This
logboat must have been carved out of a giant oak tree, the like of which we no longer have today.

TREE LORE

Since earliest times, trees played a central role in people’s lives in Ireland as reflected in our early
alphabet, spiritual beliefs, legal system and folklore. Trees were highly valued by our ancestors
because of their huge importance as a basic commodity used for building, fuel and as a food
source. Niall Mac Coitir's beautiful book ‘Irish Trees: Myths, Legends and Folklore’ describes in
great detail this vast and fascinating legacy.

Under the system of Brehon Law in ancient Ireland, trees were classified into various categories,
with a series of laws governing their use and fines for damaging or cutting trees without the
permission of the landowner. ‘Nobles’ of the woods were considered to have the highest value.
These included: Oak (acorns and dignity), Hazel (nuts and rods), Holly, Yew (noble artefacts),
Ash, Pine (resin) and Apple (fruit and bark). ‘Commoners’ of the wood were thought to be of
lesser value e.g. Hawthorn, Rowan and Alder. Many characters of the Ogham alphabet, an early

medleval alphabet used for writing in Irish, were named affer frees. For example the word for
' (Birch), whﬂe C was Coll (Hazel).

BAID SCAOBTHA

Fuair fear aitivil (Brian O Carra) agus a mhac béd scaobtha arsa ar thré gar do Bhearna sa
bhliain 2002. Ta& sé caomhnaithe faoi uisce agus ar taispedint in Uisceaddn Néisiinta na
hEireann i mBéthar na Tré i nGaillimh. Ta an soitheach, atd snoite as péine, ar cheann de 350
bdad scaobtha a fuarthas sa fir go dti seo. Ta Bad Scaobtha na Lorgan, a fuarthas i bPortach
Eadargila gar do Bhaile an Mhuilinn i dtuaisceart na Gaillimhe, ar taispedint san Ard-
Mhisaem. Agus é nios faide nd 15 m agus nios leithne nd 1 m, is soitheach ollmhér a bhi ann
agus t& sé fés ar an mbad scaobtha slan is sine a fuarthas riamh in iarthar na hEorpa
(radacarbéin-détaithe go 2200 RCh). Ni foldir né gur snoiodh as crann darach ollmhér an
bad scaobtha sin, agus nil a leithéid de chrann inniu againn.

SEANCHAS NA GCRANN

O thosach aimsire, bhi rél larnach ag crainn i saol na ndaoine in Eirinn, mar a léiritear inar n-
aibitir luath, indr gcreidimh spioradélta, inar gcéras dli agus inér seanchas. Bhi ardmheas ag
ér sinsear ar chrainn mar gheall ar an tdbhacht mhér a bhi acu mar bhunearra le hiséid sa
t6gdil, mar bhreosla agus mar fhoinse bia. Déantar cur sios mion ar an oidhreacht leathan an-
spéisitil seo i leabhar é&lainn Néill Mhic Coitir ‘Irish Trees: Myths, Legends and Folklore’.

Faoi chéras an Fhéineachais in Eirinn fadd, rangaiodh crainn i ranganna éagstla, le sraith
dlithe ag rialé a n-0said agus finedlacha ann as dochar a dhéanamh do chrainn né iad a
ghearradh gan chead an Ginéara talin. Measadh go raibh an luach is airde ag 'vaisle' na
gcoillte. Ina measc bhi: an dair (dearcéin agus dinit), an coll (cnénna agus slata), an cuileann,
an ti0r (déantdin uaisle), an fhuinseog, an péine (roisin) agus an tGll (toradh agus coirt).
Measadh go raibh luach nios isle ag 'isle' na coille, e.g. an sceach gheal, an crann caorthainn
agus an fhearnég. Ainmniodh roinnt mhaith de litreacha na haibitre oghaim, aibitir Ghaeilge
na mednaoise luaithe, as crainn. Mar shampla, ba i an bheith an litir B agus an coll an litir C.




_ Holy trees, rag trees and fairy trees are still found throughout the

Hawthorn/ Sceach

Galway countryside, and many more have slipped into legend. Fairy
trees or ‘lone trees’ were thought to be where fairies live and/or led
to the underworld. Either way, they were to be approached with
caution! Fairy trees are usually isolated Hawthorn bushes but
sometimes they are Oak, Ash or Crab Apple. There are many stories
about people who deliberately or inadvertently damaged a fairy tree
and subsequently came to harm as the fairies took their revengel!

Holy trees or rag trees are special trees that are considered to have
spiritual properties. Rags, religious icons and items, and other
paraphernalia are sometimes tied or hung on the tree by people to
help resolve problems and/or cure illness. Sometimes the offering
represents a wish or aspiration which will come to pass. In some
cases coins are pressed into the bark of the tree. Holy trees are often
associated with holy wells. There were also many folk customs and
superstitions associated with trees, some of which were considered
to have magical powers.

Hazel was considered by our ancestors to be the ‘tree of knowledge'.
It was a symbol of fertility, wisdom and knowledge. The Salmon of
Knowledge, unwittingly tasted by Fionn mac Cumhaill, fed on
hazelnuts which had dropped into the Well of Segais. Hazel has
been used for centuries for water divining and still is today.

Hawthorn was a symbol of fertility and protection, and strongly
associated with the fairies. It was regarded with a mixture of fear and
respect, especially the ‘fairy trees’ or ‘lone bushes’. Many people still
think bringing hawthorn into the house will bring bad luck. Hawthorn
is associated with the Ogham letter ‘Uath’, which means fear.

One of our few native conifers, Yew was also considered sacred and
therefore it was very unlucky to cut a Yew tree down or to damage it.
It was also thought to have magical power and druids made their
wands and staffs from Yew.

Faightear f6s crainn bheannaithe, crainn cheirteacha agus crainn si
ar fud na tuaithe i nGaillimh, agus t& go leor eile sna finscéalta.
Ceapadh gur i gcrainn si nd crainn scoite a mhair na sibga agus/nd
a raibh an bealach go dti na hamhais triothu. Pé scéal é, bhiothas
le teacht i ngiorracht déibh go ciramach! Is iondiil gur toim scoite
na sceiche gile a bhionn sna crainn si ach vaireanta is dair, fuinseog
né fia-0ll a bhionn iontu. T scéalta go leor ann faoi dhaoine a rinne
dochar tri thimpiste né d'aonturas do chrann si agus a ndearnadh
diobhdil déibh nuair a bhain na sioga dioltas amach!

Is crainn speisialta, a gceaptar fithu go bhfuil tréithe spioraddlta
iontu, iad na crainn bheannaithe né na crainn cheirteacha.
Uaireanta ceanglaionn né crochann daoine ceirteacha, samhlacha
agus nithe diaganta agus gitirléidi eile ar an gcrann chun
deacrachtai a réiteach né tinneas a leigheas. Amanna léirionn an
tairiscint toil né mian a thiocfaidh sa saol. | gcdsanna éGirithe briitear
boinn isteach i gcoirt an chrainn. Is minic a luaitear crainn
bheannaithe le toibreacha beannaithe. Bhi go leor nésanna agus
piseoga ag na daoine a bhi ceangailte le crainn, agus creideadh
go raibh draiocht ag baint le cuid de na crainn.

Mheas ér sinsear gur 'crann feasa' a bhi sa choll. Ba shiombail na
torthdlachta, na gaoise agus an fheasa a bhi ann. D'ith an 'Bradén
Feasa', a bhlais Fionn Mac Cumhaill de thaisme, collchnénna a thit
i dTobar Seaghais. D'séidti an coll ar feadh na gcéadta le
haghaidh colléireachta agus Usdidtear f6s inniu é.

Ba shiombail na torthGlachta agus na cosanta a bhi sa sceach gheal,
agus bhi baint mhér aige leis na siéga. s idir eagla agus urraim an
dearcadh a bhi ag daoine air, go hdirithe ar na crainn si né na toim
scoite. Té go leor daoine a chreideann f6s go leanfaidh an mi-4dh
an sceach gheal a thabhairt isteach sa teach. Té an sceach gheal
bainteach leis an litir oghaim Uath, a chiallaionn eagla.

Measadh gur bheannaithe an tidr, ceann dér mbeagén crann
buaircineach dichasach, agus dé bhri sin leanadh an mi-a4dh dé
ngearrtai an crann né dé ndéantai damdiste dé6. Ceapadh, freisin,
go raibh cumhacht draiochtiil aige agus is as an ir a dhéanadh
draoithe a slata agus a lorgai.

Rag tree in Clonfert
Crann ceirteacha i gCluain Fearta




A Blackthorn stick was thought to provide protection against harm
and was thought to be a good thing to carry at night. It was also
thought by many to be an unlucky tree. In Maigh Cuilinn, it was
customary to drink sloe wine at Halloween. In Ireland, Holly was
classified as a ‘crann vasal” a ‘gentle” or ‘noble’ tree. It was a symbol
of strength, magical power and protection.

There are many stories about trees in folklore from Galway. St.
Colman mac Duach is said to have been born under the sacred Ash
at the well in Kiltartan, Gort in AD 810 (known as St. Colman’s well).
This tree apparently grew from a stake or staff, which was driven into
the ground and miraculously began to grow. St. Colman mac Duach
founded the monastery at Kilmacduagh near Gort. Apparently the
saint had an extraordinary tree there, Cuaille Mhic Duach or Mac
Duach’s Stake, which had the reputation for saving people from an
untimely death.

There is a macabre story of an ancient Hawthorn growing along the
road between Clifden and Cashel, which marks a spot where lone
travellers were supposedly murdered by the proprietor. of an isolated
_innl It is thought loco”}( that the tree is haunted as an old man has
L3, been §eenj_;,iﬂ+ng ,fﬁ'e.[e despite thezfarcﬁbckﬂwsr__e _are no inhabited
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Blackthorn / An Draighean

Sileadh gur thug bata draighin cosaint in aghaidh dochair agus gur mhaith an ni a bhi ann le
hiompar san oiche. Cheap go leor daoine, freisin, gur chrann mi-dmharach a bhi ann. | Maigh
Cuilinn, bhi sé de nés ag daoine fion airne a 4l faoi Shamhain. In Eirinn rangaiodh an cuileann
mar chrann vasal. Ba chomhartha nirt, cumhachta draiochta agus cosanta a bhi ann.

Ta go leor scéalta faoi chrainn i mbéaloideas na Gaillimhe. Deirtear gur rugadh Naomh Colmén
Mac Duach faoin fhuinseog bheannaithe gar don tobar i gCill Tartan sa Ghort sa bhliain AD
810 (a aithnitear mar thobar Cholmain). Is costil gur thas an crann seo as cuaille né bachall a
sadh sa talamh agus a thosaigh ag fas go miordilteach. Bhunaigh Naomh Colméan Mac Duach
an mhainistir i gCill Mhic Dhuach gar don Ghort. Is costil go raibh crann neamhghnéch ag an
naomh ansin, Cuaille Mhic Dhuach, a raibh an chail air gur shabhéil sé daoine é bhés anabai.

Ta scéal adhfhuafar ann faoi dhraighean érsa ag fas ar an mbéthar idir An Clochan agus An
Caiseal, agus a léirionn an it ar dhinmharaigh Ginéir ti ésta iargllta daoine a bhi ag taisteal
ina n-aonair, mas fior. Ceaptar go héititil go bhfuil taibhse faocin gcrann mar go bhfacthas
seanfhear ina shui ann, cé nach bhfuil aon chénai sna tithe maguaird. Deirtear gur caitheadh
coirp na n-iobartach i loch gar don lathair. Ta roinnt crann cuilinn ag fés idir an 'crann mallaithe'

agus an loch agus creidtear gurb iad sin coirp athionchollaithe na n-iobartach donmharaithe.
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Maijestic beech tree in Runnymeade / Crann Beiche mérga i Runnymeade (Michael Burke)

A large Ash in “The Lawn” at Eyrecourt Castle had a holy well in its bough. The well was reputed
to cure warts! The tree had fourteen large roots that were regarded as representing Stations of
the Cross by pilgrims. Sadly the tree no longer stands. Seven groves of beech trees were planted
in Eyrecourt on the eastern crest of Redmount Hill in honour of the seven daughters of John and
Eleanor Eyre. The trees form what became known locally as ‘The Seven Sisters'.

Trees were also important as meeting points and as landscape features in the past. The great Ash
tree at Duniry, Loughreaq, is said to have housed a hedge school and been an important site for
gatherings in times past.

Bhi tobar beannaithe i gcraobh
fuinseoige méire ar an
bhfaiche i gCaisledn Dhin an
Uchta. Bhi an chail ar an tobar
gur leigheas sé faithnil Bhi
ceithre fhréamh déag mhéra ar
an gecrann agus ba é dearcadh
na n-oilithreach gur léirigh siad
Turas na Croise. Faraor, nil an
crann ina sheasamh nios mé.
Cuireadh seacht ndoire fed i
nD0n an Uchta ar cholbha thoir
Chnoc Redmount in ondir
seachtar inionacha John agus
Eleanor Eyre. Déanann na
crainn an rud a dtugtar 'An
Seachtar Inionacha' go héititil
orthu.

Bhi crainn tdbhachtach mar
diteanna cruinnithe agus mar
ghnéithe tirdhreacha san am
até caite. Deirtear gur tugadh
didean do scoil scairte faoin
bhfuinseog mhér i nDon
Doighre agus gur lathair
thabhachtach  cruinnithe @
bhiodh ann san am até caite.



GREAT GALWEGIAN
WOODS AND TREES

Sessile Oak woodland with Holly understory and
heathy ground layer / Coillearnach Darach Gaelai le
sraith mhednach Cuilinn agus fédchiseal méinteach.

Alder-Willow wet woodland / Coillearnach
fhliuch Fearnéige-Saili

Woodland cover in Ireland is very low (c. 9%) when
compared with the rest of Europe. Much of this is
made up of commercial plantations of exotic conifers
and the cover of native woodland is only 1.9%.

County Galway, however, has the second highest
cover of native woodland in Ireland at 10,780ha
(Www.npws.ie), most of which is in the east of the
county, in and around the Slieve Aughty Mountains.
Several native woodlands in County Galway are of
high nature conservation value and as such have
been designated as Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs), Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) and/or
Nature Reserves (Appendix 2).

There are several different types of native woodland
in Galway and where they are found depends
largely on the type of soils, whether they are acidic
(low pH), neutral or limey (high pH), wet or dry,
heavy or free draining. In areas with acidic bedrock,
for example, in Conamara (e.g. Derryclare Nature
Reserve) or on Slieve Aughty Mountains (e.g.
Derrycrag Nature Reserve) in east Galway, Sessile
Oak woodland occurs with Holly in the understorey
(i.e. the shrub layer below the woodland canopy)
and a heathy ground layer with Bilberry. In low-lying
areas in the east of the county, on limey soils and
deep loams, Ash and Pedunculate Oak woodland
with a Hazel understorey can be found (e.g.
Garryland Nature Reserve). Scrubby Birch woods
can be found on cut-over and dried out bogs. Wet
woodland composed of Alder and/or Willow occurs
around lakes and along rivers. Hazel scrub and
woodland occur on thin calcareous soils and
limestone pavement in south Galway.

COILLTE AGUS
CRAINN BHREATHA
NA GAILLIMHE

Té& an cumhdach coillearnai in Eirinn an+earc (c.
9%), nuair a chuirtear i gcomparéid leis an gcuid
eile den Eoraip é. Is faschoillte trachtéla de chrainn
bhuaircineacha andichasacha atd sa chuid is mé
de sin agus nil ach 1.9% de chumhdach coillearnai
dichasai ann.

Té an dara cumhdach is forleithne de choillearnach
dhochasach in Eirinn i gContae na Gaillimhe, éfach,
is € sin 10,780 ha (www.npws.ie), agus an chuid is
mé de in oirthear an chontae, ar Shliabh Eachtai
agus mdguaird. Ta ardluach maidir le caomhantas
dilra ar roinnt coillearnach dichasach i gContae na
Gaillimhe agus dé réir t&d siad ainmnithe mar
Limistéir Chaomhantais Speisialta  (LCSanna),
Limistéir Oidhreachta Né&dirtha (LONanna)
agus/né Anaclanna Dilra (Aguisin 2).

T4 roinnt cinedlacha éagsila  coillearnach
dichasach i nGaillimh agus braitheann a suiomh go
mér ar an gcinedl ithreach ina bhfaightear iad, més
aigéadach (pH iseal), neodrach né aolmhar (pH
ard), fliuch né tirim, trom né saorshilteach é sin. |
gceantair le buncharraig aigéadach, i gConamara
(e.g. Anaclann Délra Dhoire an Chléir ), mar
shampla, né ar Shliabh Eachtai (e.g. Anaclann
Délra Dhoire Chraige) in oirthear na Gaillimhe,
faightear coillearnach na darach gaelai i
gcuideachta cuilinn sa tsraith mhednach (i.e. an
torscair faoi cheannbhrat na coillearnai) agus
fodchiseal méinteach le fraochan. | gceantair isle in
oirthear an chontae, ar ithreacha aolmhara agus ar
dhorabhdin  dhoimhne, is féidir teacht ar
choillearnach fuinseoige agus darach gallda le
sraith mheanach den choll ann (e.g. Anaclann Dilra
Ghairealdin). s féidir teacht ar choillte scrobarnai
beithe ar phortaigh réitithe agus triomaithe.
Faightear coillearnach fhliuch den fhearnég
agus/né den tsaileach timpeall ar locha agus ar
bhruacha aibhneacha. Faightear scrobarnach agus
coillearnach  coill ar ithreacha éadoimhne
cailcreacha agus ar léibhinn aolchloiche i ndeisceart
na Gaillimhe




TREES AND SOILS
IN GALWAY

Most plants have a preference
for the type of soil they like to
grow in but many will tolerate a
wide range of soil types. A few,
however, are restricted to
particular soils. The main features
of soils that influence plant
growth are whether they are
acidic, neutral or limey; wet or
dry; heavy (and possibly prone
to waterlogging) or free-draining
(and possibly prone to drought).
Soil type is largely influenced by
the rocks from which the soil is
formed (bedrock geology or
glacial deposits - sand and
gravel), as well as climate.
Limestone (a sedimentary rock
laoid  down  during  the
Carboniferous period) underlies
most of east Galway and as a
result much of the soils (apart
from the raised bogs that dot the
landscape in east and north
Galway) are lime-rich. Igneous
and metamorphic rocks (like
granites, schists and quartzite)
dominate in the west of the
County, producing acidic soils
and promoting the development
of blanket bogs. Old Red
Sandstone forms the Slieve
Aughty Mountains in  south
Galway.

CRAINN AGUS ITHREACHA
[ NGAILLIMH

Taitnionn cineélacha ithreacha dirithe le
formhér na bplandai agus iad ag fés
ach t& roinnt mhaith ann a chuireann
suas le raon leathan de chineédlacha
ithreach.  T& roinnt bheag, afach, a
bhionn teorannaithe d'ithreacha ar leith.
Is iad seo a leanas priomhthréithe na
hithreach a bhfuil tionchar acu ar fthas
planda - an bhfuil sé aigéadach nd
neodrach né aolmhar; fliuch né tirim;
trom (agus b'fhéidir claonadh leis an
leathbhé aige) né saorshilteach (agus
b'fhéidir claonadh leis an triomach
aige). Ta tionchar nach beag ag an
gcinedl carraige as a ndéantar an ithir
ar an gcinedl ithreach  (cinedl
buncharraige né sil-leagan oighreach -
gaineamh agus gairbhéal), chomh maith
leis an aerdid. Is cloch aoil (carraig
dhriodair a silleagadh le linn na
tréimhse carbénmhaire) atd faoin geuid
is mé d'oirthear na Gaillimhe, agus da
bharr ta cuid mhaith de na hithreacha ar
mhérén aoil (seachas na portaigh
ardaithe a bhfuil an tirdhreach in
oirthear agus i dtuaisceart na Gaillimhe
breactha leo). Is iad na carraigeacha
bruthacha  agus  meiteamorfacha
(leithéidi  eibhir,  siostai  agus
grianchloichiti) atd i réim in iarthar an
chontae; tdirgeann siad ithreacha
aigéadacha agus cuidionn le forbairt na
mbratphortach. Is i an tSean-
Ghaineamhchloch Rua a rinne Sliabh
Eachtai i ndeisceart na Gaillimhe.

Galway Bedrock / Buncharraig na Gaillimhe

Sandstone/Shale (Silurian) Limestone (Carboniferous)
Gaineamhchloch/Sceall (SiolGrach) Cloch Aoil (Carbénmhar)
Sediments/Volcanics (OrdovicianSiunan) Sandstone/Shale (Carboniferous)

Driodair/Bolcénaigh (Ordaiviseach)

Cughterard Granite (Ordovician)
Eibhear Uachtar Ard (Ordaiviseach)

Connemara Metamorphice (Ordavician)
Meiteamorfaigh Chonamara (Ordaiviseach)

Gaineamhchloch/Sceall (Carbénmhar)
Old Red Sandstone (Devonian )

Sean-Ghaineamhchloch Rua (Deavénach)

- Galway Granite (Devanian)

Eibhear na Gaillimhe (Deavénach)

Connemara Quartzites, Schists & Marble {Dalradian}
Grianchloichiti, Siostai & Marmar (Délriadach)



Hedgerows make up somewhat for the
lack of woodland cover in Ireland by
providing a refuge for some of our
woodland flora and fauna. Hedges
are invaluable for wildlife because
they provide an abundant source of
food, cover and shelter through all the
seasons. Hedges criss-cross much of
the Galway countryside, often in close
association with old dry stone walls,
and they facilitate the movement of
wildlife through the landscape. Birds,
bats, badgers, stoat, hedgehogs and
butterflies all take advantage of
hedgerows to move about. Walk
along the sunny side of a hedgerow in
summer and you'll often see butterflies
flitting about as they go in search of
food. County-wide hedgerow surveys
were conducted in Galway in 2006-
2008. These surveys identified the
extent, composition and structure of
the vast hedgerow network in Galway

(www.galway.ie/en/Services/Heritag
e/NaturalHeritage/Hedgerows/Hedg
erow).

In Galway we are lucky to have
several wonderful woodlands that are
excellent for walking and exploring
including the flagship sites, Coole
Park, Portumna Forest Park and
Rinville Park. There are, however,
many other accessible woodlands and
parks in the county, which are very
pleasant places to walk and explore.
These include a number of Coillte
properties, Nature Reserves, and
public parks.

s

Go pointe dirithe is cOiteamh iad na félta sceach in
Eirinn ar an nganntanas sa bhrat coillearnai, mar go
dtugann siad tearmann do chuid dér fléra agus féna
coillearnai. T4 félta an-luachmhar don fhiadhdlra mar
go gcuireann siad foinse fhlbirseach bia, cumhdaigh
agus foscaidh ar fdil ar feadh na séasor ar fad.
Trasnaionn falta cuid mhaith de thuath na Gaillimhe, go
minic i ndldthcheangal le seanbhallai cloiche fuara,
agus cuidionn siad le gluaiseacht fiadhilra trid an fir.
Baineann éin, ialtéga, broic, easdéga, grdinneoga agus
féileacdin tairbhe as falta sceach chun bogadh thart. Mé&
shitlann t0 le taobh na gréine d'fhal sceach sa
samhradh, feicfidh t0 féileacdin go minic agus iad ag
scinneadh thart ag cuardach bia. Cuireadh
suirbhéanna ar fhéalta sceach ar bun ar fud Chontae na
Gaillimhe in 2006-2008. Shainaithin na suirbhéanna
sin fairsinge, comhdhéanamh agus struchtir an lionra
falta sceach i nGaillimh

(www.galway.ie/en/Services/Heritage/NaturalHeritag
e/Hedgerows).

Té an tadh orainn i nGaillimh go bhfuil roinnt
coillearnach iontach againn inar féidir tabhairt faoi
shitléidi agus faoi thaiscéalaiocht, ina measc na
suiomhanna eiseamldireacha - Pdirc na Cuile, Pairc
Foraoise Phort Omna agus Pdirc Rinn Mhil. Chomh
maith leo sin, t& go leor coillearnach agus péirceanna
sa chontae ar féidir teacht orthu go héasca, agus ar
laithreacha bredtha iad le tabhairt faoin
tsi0l6id agus faoin taiscéalaiocht. San
direamh t& roinnt talaimh de chuid
Coillte, anaclanna dolra agus
pdirceanna poibli.

Long-tailed Tit (Colin Stanley) / Meantan Earrfh ade

Hazel scrub / Scrobarnach Coill




WHERE TO ENJOY WOODLANDS IN GALWAY

Derroura Mountainbike Trail, Coillte property with mountain biking trail

near Oughterard

Portumna Forest Park Coillte property with walking and biking trails

Ard na Gaoithe, near Cong Coillte property with walking trails

Monivea Woods, Monivea Coillte property with walking trails

Clonbur Wood, Clonbur Coillte property with walking trails

Cong Forest, Cong Coillte property with walking trails

Newvillage Forest Recreation Coillte property with walking trails

Area, Oughterard

Mountbellew Forest Park Coillte property with walking trails

Aghrane in Ballygar Coillte property with walking trails

Lackavrea, near Maam Cross Coillte property with walking trails

Castletaylor, Ardrahan Coillte property with walking trails

Rinville Park, Oranmore Galway County & City Council Park with walking trails

Garryland Nature Reserve, Gort Nature Reserve with walking trails

Coole Park, Gort Nature Reserve and Park with walking trails

Derrycrag, Woodford Nature Reserve with walking trails

Pollnaknockaun, Woodford Nature Reserve with walking trails

Rosturra, Woodford Nature Reserve with walking trails;

also millennium forest site

See www.coillteoutdoors.ie for location details and maps of walking trails in Galway.
www.npws.ie has information on National Nature Reserves such as Garryland and Derrycrag.
www.galway.ie provides details on public parks in the county such as Rinville Park.

GALWAY'S SIGNIFICANT AND CURIOUS TREES

Galway is home to lots of magnificent trees, many of which were recorded by the Tree Council
in their national survey of ‘champion’ trees (www.treecouncil.ie), and the County Galway
Significant Tree Survey (www.galway.ie/gis/gmaps).

The Significant Tree Survey was conducted in east Galway (Loughrea and Ballinasloe electoral
areas) in 2004 to identify notable trees (in terms of size, age, unusual growth form, historical
and folklore interest). Two hundred and eighty trees or groups of trees were recorded. Many of
these trees are located in the remnants of old estates and demesnes. In many case these trees
were planted as landscape trees in the immediate vicinity of the houses or in the pastures in front
of the houses (described as ‘aspect planting’). The main tree species used in aspect planting

NA HAITEANNA LE SULT A BHAINT AS COILLEARNACHA I NGAILLIMH

Conair Rothair Sléibhe Dhoire
Abhra, gar d'Uachtar Ard

Talamh Choillte le conair rothaiochta sléibhe

Pdirc Foraoise Phort Omna Talamh Choillte le conairi sitléide agus rothaiochta

Ard na Gaoithe, gar do Chonga Talamh Choillte le conairi sitléide

Coillte Mhuine Mheé

Talamh Choillte le conairi sitléide

Coill na Fairche, An Fhairche Talamh Choillte le conairi sitléide

Talamh Choillte le conairi sitloide

Coill Chonga, Conga

Ait Aineasa Fhoraois an Bhaile Talamh Choillte le conairi sitloide

Nua, Uachtar Ard

Pdirc Foraoise An Chreagdin Talamh Choillte le conairi sitléide

Achadh Raithin i mBéal Atha Ghartha | Talamh Choillte le conairi sitloide

Leic Aimhréidh, gar don Teach Déite | Talamh Choillte le conairi sitloide

Caislean an Téilligraigh, Ard Raithin | Talamh Choillte le conairi sidléide

P&irc Rinn Mhil, Oran Mér Pd&irc Chomhairle Chathair & Chontae na Gaillimhe

le conairi sitloide

Anaclann Dilra Ghairealdin, An Gort | Anaclann Délra le conairi sitléide

Pdirc na Coile, An Gort Anaclann agus Péirc Dilra le conairi sidléide

Doire Chraige, An Ghréig Anaclann Dilra le conairi sitloide

Poll na gCnocén, An Ghraig Anaclann Dilra le conairi sitloide

Ros Dora, An Ghréig Anaclann Dilra le conairi sitloide;

lathair fhoraois na milaoise, chomh maith

Féach www.coillteoutdoors.ie i gcomhair sonrai logénta agus mapai na gconairi sitléide i
nGaillimh.

Té eolas ag www.npws.ie ar Anaclanna Délra Naéisitnta, amhail Gairealdn agus Doire Chraige.
Té sonrai na bpédirceanna poibli sa chontae, amhail Pairc Rinn Mhil, ar www.galway.ie

CRAINN SHUNTASACHA AGUS AITE NA GAILLIMHE

Té go leor crann bred i nGaillimh, agus thaifead Comhairle Crann na hEireann cuid mhaith diobh
ina suirbhé ndisionta ar 'scoth na gcrann' (www.treecouncil.ie), agus sa County Galway
Significant Tree Survey (www.galway.ie/gis/gmaps).

Cuireadh an Significant Tree Survey ar sidl in oirthear na Gaillimhe (Toghcheantair Bhaile Locha
Riach agus Bhéal Atha na Sluaighe) in 2004 chun crainn shuntasacha a aithint (6 thaobh aoise,
méide, cuma neamhghndiche féis, staire agus seanchais de). Taifeadadh dhé chead agus ochté
crann né grl'Jpo crann. T4 go |eor de na crainn sin lonnaithe in iarsmci seonecs’réf agus diméinte.




include Beech, Oak, Horse Chestnut and Common Lime. Others include Spanish Chestnut, Cherry,
Drooping Ash, and Holm Oak. Yew trees are also to be found planted close to these old big
houses, often found in pairs planted each side of the building.

One of Galway’s most famous trees is the ‘Autograph Tree’ in Coole Park, Gort. This beautiful
Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica atropurpurea group) grows in the walled garden of the Park (21
m height and 3.5 m girth). When Lady Gregory lived in Coole Park, her friends including W.B.
Yeats and his brother Jack, George Bernard Shaw, John Masfield, Sean O’Casey and others
signed their names on the trunk of this magnificent tree. (Please note: carving your initials into a
tree trunk is not recommended as it can cause serious harm to a treel). Yeats was inspired by the
beauty of the seven woods in Coole Park and immortalised them in his poetry.

One of Ireland’s greatest Beech trees, located in Gortnamona, Ballinasloe, is a staggering 26m
high with a girth of 7.46m! The largest Whitebeam (Sorbus aria) in terms of girth in Ireland and
Britain grows in the grounds of Crumlin Park House, Ardnasodan, Ballyglunin (height 13m and
girth 3.14m). Another exceptional specimen tree is a Sweet Chestnut (Castanea sativa) growing
in Clonbrock, Ahascragh, Ballinasloe. This tree has attained a height of 16m and has an amazing
girth of 9.2m (only the third largest in the country!). For more stats on amazing trees in Galway
see www.treecouncil.ie/heritagetrees or www.galway.ie/gis/gmaps.

Ring of beech trees at Woodville, Kilchreest
Fdinne Crann Fed i mBaile na Coille, Cill Chriost

-

0saidtear i geur dreacha, td an fhed, an dair, an crann cné capaill agus an teile
choiteann. | measc na gcrann eile bionn an castdn Eorpach, an silin, an fhuinseog
speirthe agus an dair thoilm. Faightear crainn idir curtha in aice leis na seantithe méra
sin, agus iad go minic curtha i bpéiri gach aon taobh den fthoirgneamh.

Ar cheann de na crainn is cdilitla i nGaillimh, t& an 'Crann Sinithe' i bPairc na Chile,
An Gort. T4 an fhed rua dlainn seo (Fagus sylvatica, gripa atropurpurea) ag fés i
ngarrai daingean na pdirce (21 m ar airde agus 3.5 m timpeall). Nuair a bhi an
Bhantiarna Gregory ina cénai i bPairc na Cuile, shinigh a cairde, W.B. Yeats agus a
dhearthdir Jack, George Bernard Shaw, John Masefield, Sean O'Casey agus daoine
nach iad, a n-ainmneacha ar thamhan an chrainn iontaigh seo. (Tabhair faci deara, le
do thoil: ni mholtar d'inisealacha a ghreanadh i dtamhan crainn mar gur féidir leis
dochar mér a dhéanamh don chrann!). Spreagadh Yeats le haille na seacht geoill i
bPéirc na Cuile agus bhuanaigh sé iad ina chuid filiochta.

Té ceann de na fednna is mé in Eirinn, lonnaithe i nGort na Ména, Béal
Atha na Sluaighe, 26 m ar airde agus 7.46 m timpealll T& an
fionncholl (Sorbus aria) is mé in Eirinn agus sa Bhreatain, maidir lena
thimpeall, ag fés i dtailte Theach Phairc Chromhghlinne, Ard na
Sodan, Béal Atha Gloinin (airde 13 m agus 3.14 m
timpeall). Crann taispedntais eisceachtiil eile is ea an
castan Eorpach (Castanea sativa) até ag fés i gCluain Broc, Ath
Eascrach, Béal Atha na Sluaighe. T4 airde 16 m bainte amach ag
an gerann seo agus té& timpeall dochreidte de 9.2 m air (ar an
trid ceann is mé sa tirl). Chun tuilleadh toisi crann iontach i
nGaillimh a fhéil, féach www.treecouncil.ie/heritagetrees nd
www.galway.ie/gis/gmaps.

Greenfinch / Glasan Darach (Tom Cuffe)




