
(c) The Actual Field Survey
When the members of the group feel they are familiar with the survey
methodology and can follow the map around the townland, it is time to start
the actual survey.

Reference to your strategy document will indicate which townlands are within
Phase One and the timeframe allocated to these townlands. At this stage
dates should be set for progress meetings and recorded in the strategy
document. It is recommended that when a set number of townlands have been
surveyed the group should meet. This is an important activity as it allows for:

• group discussion on items of interest that have been uncovered
• sharing of information - some members may have more information on

a special item of interest in a townland or be aware of sources for
further research.

• discussion and review of any problems encountered with the logistics
of field work

• maintenance of group morale
• review of focus and timing of survey

Young enthusiasts recording their local heritage, Dooras, Kinvara, Co. Galway
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For the purposes of field survey, the group should
organise themselves into pairs. It is recommended
that there are at least two people in the field
together in case of accidents.

Each pair should be assigned or select a townland.
The pair is then responsible for surveying and
recording all features of interest within that
townland, following the methodology outlined in
section (b) above.

Field surveyors should supplement their findings
through discussion with local residents, historians etc. when possible. It can also
be extremely useful to consult older maps – all the information is not necessarily
on one map or in one book. If the surveyors find a site of particular interest, they
should discuss it with the group and perhaps revisit it with the whole group.
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S e c t i o n T h r e e
F e a t u r e s t o N o t e s

This section attempts to suggest features of heritage
interest that may be in your local area. They are grouped
under a series of headings but it is important to remember
that heritage is not this clear cut. The interconnections
between the various facets of heritage are complex. It
is like a web that exists and influences our lives and the
lives of our ancestors. It is not possible to divide
heritage into neat boxes. A feature of cultural heritage
may be present due to the natural heritage of the area
and vice versa e.g. an Early Christian church built on an
esker - the esker provided an area of dry land above
the surrounding bogland for the monk to found his
hermitage. Several other strands run from this in terms of the origins of the eskers
and bog, toghers and lifestyles etc. There are many examples like this and it is
very important that while undertaking a heritage audit, all aspects of a local
heritage feature are examined and connected with the local landscape in which
they originated. Such a task may appear daunting but with practice you will
become skilled surveyors and begin to appreciate the idea of landscape evolution.

All of the features mentioned in this section may not exist within your area.
Concentrate on what you have – this is what makes your area unique and different
from your neighbours. It is what makes up the story of your own place.

CATEGORY 1
Geology and Geomorphology

Geology is very often considered to be a complex subject not within the remit of
a local community heritage group. But it is important to realise that the rock that
lies beneath our feet has influenced the entire natural heritage that surrounds us
and in turn influences the cultural heritage in terms of farming, buildings and
lifestyle. We do not have to be geological experts to become familiar with the local
rock type and how it has been utilised to create much of the built heritage we see
around us.
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A CD-Rom entitled ‘Galway County in Stone – the geological heritage of
Connemara. Series 1: Twelve Bens’ was recently developed by Ronán Hennessy
and Dr. Martin Feely, Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences NUI Galway to aid
us in our recognition of the geology of County Galway. This useful tool of
interpretation allows us to explore the natural landscape of the region and learn
more about its geological history. Funded by Galway County Council and the
Heritage Council it is hoped that this worthwhile project will be expanded to other
parts of the county.

For the purposes of the local heritage audit, the following features (and any others
you may find) of geological and geomorphological heritage should be plotted on
the townland map and any information available recorded in the field notebook:

Quarries – what type of rock was quarried there?
Limestone pavement
Rock outcrops
Ice striae
Corries
Eskers
Rivers
Mountains
Hills
Valleys
Cliffs
Mushroom stones
Lime kilns

While undertaking the field survey, recorders should keep in mind the following
considerations:
What is the shape of your townland/parish?
How did it get this shape? Is it following natural features and if so what are they?
Do such features relate in any way to the townland name
e.g. Druim - ridge, Cnoc – hill, carrig – rocky place?
Describe the general landscape of the townland.
Are there any past or present industries associated with the geology?
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Section through an esker at Shanvoley, Aughrim, Co. Galway.

Drying Kiln, Dooras, Kinvara, Co. Galway
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CATEGORY 2
Natural History

The landscape of your local area will be made up of a variety of different
ecosystems e.g. bogs, woods, grassland, seashore etc. Try to record the outline
of these ecosystems on the townland map and record in your field notebook the
main plant types and animals present. Some ecosystems may be designated
protected areas under EU and National Directives. In this case they may be
labelled as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)
and/or Special Protection Areas (SPAs). If this is the case, information on the
plants and animals within these ecosystems is available from the National Parks
and Wildlife Service (www.heritagedata.ie).

Descriptive accounts of some of the ecosystems you are likely to encounter can
be found in ‘People and Nature: The Biodiversity of North-East County Galway’
(O’Riordan E. 2005).

Important features of local heritage are the field and road boundaries that divide up
our countryside. They differ in age, format and purpose from place to place. A
boundary may consist of a dry stone wall, a hedgerow or a bank or a mixture of any
of these. Some may have originated as townland boundaries and so are very old.
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While undertaking the field survey, note the different types of boundaries within
the townland and where they occur. Record the plants present in the hedgerows
and the general condition of the hedgerows. Many of the boundaries may have
been removed since the compilation of the OS 6 inch map you are using. If so, try
to estimate the percentage of boundary removed.

Coastal Grassland, Kinvara, Co. Galway

Are there any unusual features associated with the boundaries e.g. in Eyrecourt
there are several hunting gaps found in field boundaries. Fox hunting is a feature
of the local heritage in the area and these gaps were left to facilitate this activity.

While recording the field boundaries take note of features such as stone gateposts
- many of which have a local design - and old field gates, which probably
originated in a local forge and may carry the makers name or mark. Take photos
and sketches and mark their position on the map.

Gateway flanked by stone pillars and stile, Eyrecourt, Co. Galway
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CATEGORY 3
Archaeology

Archaeology is probably the aspect that is most studied, recorded and acted on
by local community heritage groups. Burial monuments dating to the Stone Age
and ringforts of the EarlyMedieval Period are familiar features to the local heritage
enthusiast.

However less obvious earthworks may not be recorded on the map and your local
field survey can fill this gap. Features resulting from early agricultural activity for
example are rarely recorded. Take note of cultivation ridges (lazy beds), sheep
passes, turf thuiles, goat crós and rainwater storage tanks. Watch out for fulachta
fia, low lying burial mounds (barrows), grassed over levelled house sites and field
walls, Mass paths, old roads and access routes. Take photos and make sketches.
Describe the feature in your field notebook. Discuss your findings with the group
and others.

Lichens at Clonfert Bog
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